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Chapter I
o THE TORCH PLAN

The Genesis of TORCH

oy

America's military interest in French North Africsa, as,
indeed, her sppreciation of the menacing trend of the European
War, goes back to the collapse of the Allied front in the summer
of 1940. The victorious Germans adopted the ingenious plan of
splitting hepless France into two parts, allowing the more
southerly to be governed by the aged Marshal Petain. Tha degree
of independence exercised by Petain was a mooted question; cer-
tainly, there was never any hindrance to the assumption of full
conbrol of France by the Germans, once they chose such a course.

Horth Africa, like those portions of the French Empire not
declaring for de Gaulle, assumed a politico-military complexion
similar to that of unoccupied France. The German-Italian Armistice

Comuission patrolled Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco. Axis agents

%

abounded in the area. By the terms of the Franco-German Ammistice,
the Vichy French were left with forces considerable enough to
maintain their ascendancy against internal revolt and to discourage
an Anglo-Saxon invader, Meanwhile, a Germen incursion, in one form
or another, was a constant possibility.

=2 . The strategic implicetions of the situation were important.

To the United States, at uneasy peace, Nazl oceupation of Vichy
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Africa would mean a threat to the Viestern Hemisphere from Dakar.
e . For Great Britain it would mean the certain interdiction of the
sea route through the Mediterrancan, the opening of the sea route
b around Africa to attacks by U-boat and bomber, and a threat to

the air route across Central Africa to the lHddle Bast, Allied

b ]

operations in French North Africa were, therefore, in the first
instance defensive, with the purpose of blocking the extension of
Axis forces.

By August 1941 the United States had developed the joint plan,
JPB-BLACK, for an eventualily necessitating the seizure of Daker.
Following Pearl Harbor, the so-called "Arcadia Conference," 23
December-l), Januery, convened in Washington to refurbish and im-
plement Anglo-fmerican war plans. At this conference was presented
GYMNAST, a plen which had been under study in the United States for
some months, involwing a landing at Casablanca. The British, for
their part, had previously explored the feasibility of a lending
on the Mediterranean coast of French Africa. It was natural thet

these plans were combined.l

o

Iwo versions of the coalesced plans were prepared, SUPER
GYMNAST and TODIFIED GYMNAST, SUPER GYMNAST, later spoken of as
simply GYMNAST, until March 1942 embodied the British-American

conception of a M"second front.® As the ancestor of TORCH, its

et
]

. salient points deserve discussion,
. The sine qua non of GIMNAST was sn Invitation by the French
African authorities and their subsequent '"wholehearted cocoperation.®

) . o e M.
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As to the possibility of obtaining a trustworthy invitation, a

e . difference of opinion existed in Allied councils. Amsrican states-

men believed thet, given the opportunity, the Vichy authorities

would turmn on the Germans. British civil and militery and American

military opinion took the view that the French would contimue to

aid the Axis until such time as the Axis was clearly "on the

run."?

GMAST would forestall German-Ttalisn ocecupation of French
North Africa, possibly open the Hediterranean to a limited degree,
and deny the raw materials of North Africa to the Axmis. Its
successful exploitation would seal off and neubtralize Dakar, thus
accomplishing the principal objective of JPB-BLACK. Offensively,
its posaibilities were also important in that it provided land
and .a.ir bages for operations ageinst the Axis in Libye, Italy, and,
in the case of zir, Germany itself.

Were the operation unsuccessful, the Germans would have occu-
pied North Africa in force, the very thing the Allies planned %o

prevent., Subsequent Allied thrusts at the area would be much more

%]

difficult; neither was it considered possible for an American army,
veaten in Morocco, upon its withdrawal to assauli Dakar. Spanish
and Vichy French opposition to the Allies would stiffen, the hope-
lassness of occupied Zurope deepen. The Plans Branch of the Air
. Staff was critical of any plan dependent upon a French invitation
B becouge of the high probability that the Germans would be informed

of the venture and seize the opportunity to prepare an initial

R ;T%%:LAZ@%QMJ CON FEDENTIAL
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defeat for American arms, Its opinion was that the operation
e . should involve "only a calculated risk and not a desperate gamble;
the forees involved and their employment must be predicated upon
such a premise.“3

The proposed operation envisaged the employment of 80,000
British and 90,000 United States troops. Each of the Allies
would contribute one armored and two infantry divisions. The
RAF would fumish three fighter sguadrons ond two amy cooperation
squadrons. As the American air contingent, the Eighth Air Force
was created, to consist of 2 pursult groups, 2 bomber groups, and
1 observation group. Before 1942 was out, the Eighth actually
furnished the core of the air striking force for the North African
campaign.

Enenmy reaction was foreseen from two directions: southward
through Spain--the Allies did nol expect thaet the Spanish govern-
ment would offer effective resistance to a Gorman invasion--and
south and westward from Italy, Sicily, and Sardinia. It was

anticipated that a German invasion of Spaln could not be prepared

P ]

in less than aboul six weelts, by which time the Allles would be
in a position to block the advance by seizing Spanish Moroceo.
German capabilities for an agrial offensive based on captured
- Spanish airdromes were estimated differently by the Allies. The
' British tended to minimize this danger and reesoned further that
. initial enemy reaction would be directed against Algeris rather

than Morocco, They, therefore, assumed that reinforcements for
e e GONFIDENTIAL

o e SECURITY [FFONATION
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Algeria from U, S. sguadrons wuld he possible, once sn American
- . lodgment had been gained in Morocco. The Americans, on the other
- hand, believed that the air contingent for Casablanca was already
varely sufficient for the needs of the West Goast.
tWihatever the possibilities offered by GYMNAST, in early 1942
Great Eritain and the United States were so committed in other
theaters and so restrieted by shipping thaet the operation could
not in any case be mounted. On 3 March the Combined Staff Planners
termed plamning for GYMNAST an “academic study' and recommended
that no forces be held in readiness for a North African venture.
By mid-April the Allied chiefs had turned to another strategy of
getting at the European Axis: invaesion of the Continent with an
agir offensive by night and by day as the preliminzry. BOLERD
designated the project for the preparstory build-up in England of
American forces, these forces to bz employed as Russisn fortunes
dictated, either for a limited invasion in the fell of 1942, or a
full dress attack in the spring of 1943. However, it happened that
GYMNAST, like John Barleycorn, could not be permanently interred.?

¥

Available information does not suffice to trace in detail the

. working of the influences that finazlly tipped the balence in faver

of TORCH as against a continental invasion, nor to fix the day or

-2 hour when the decision to undertake TORCH was taken. In mid-June,
. Prime Minister Churchill visited Washington and the BOLERO plan was

thoroughly reviewed in the light of forthcoming German offensives

RESTRICTIED CONFIDENTIAL
“-MQW:CI p‘ L T
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on the Russian front. The upshot of the conversations was the con~

~ . clusion thet BOLERO offered sufficient flexibility to provide for

elther Russian eoliapse or continued resistance, since it reinforced

- Britain,‘ the next threatened area, in the first case and prepared
for & direct offensive against Europe in the second. Neither did
it preclude the nndertaking of GYLNAST or minor operations against
the Continent. Although planning for GYMNAST wes to continue, the
cperation presented several disadvantageous features: (1) the
curtailment of reinforcements to the Middle East without immediate
support to that theater; (2) the thinning of naval concentrations
in all other theaters; (3) the impossibility of predicting French
Africen reaction; (4) the slowing up of the BOLERD concentration.
The heads of the two governments agreed with the above opinions of
the Combined Chiefs of Staff, yat left the door gjar for the con-
gideration of GYIMWAST. dverything depended on the Russian front,
with the North African venture gaining at the expsnse of a 1942
continental invasion in the event of unfavorable developments in
the East.6

%

By 24 July, so far as the Combined Chiefs of Staff were con-
cerned, matters stood as follows: the plan for an invasion in 1943
wag to be pushed so long as there existed a reasonable chance of its
- successful execution bhefore July; if, by 15 September 1942, Russian
. deterioration made this impracticable, GYMNAST should he launched
; bhefore 1 Dececher 1942, In view of {the limiting date, preparations
for the North Africen expedition were to be made immediately and its

RS E PONFINERTIL
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commander appointed at once, British forces were to predominate

in Algeriz and Tunisia and American forces in lMoroceo., Heavy and
medium bomber units erriving for the Eighbh Alr Force in England

were earmarked for North Africa.’

To President Roosevelt is assigned much of the credit for the
North African strategy. The decision was evidently taken shortly
after 30 July, vhen the Combined Chiefs of Staff were nobt yeb
certain of the definite eoncurrence of Roosevelt and Churchill,
but had agreed that the urgency of mounting TORCH before 1 December
did not permit waiting for 15 September, when the oubcome of the
Georman summer campajgn in Russia would be apparent. Mearwhpile,
the operation was taking form. The new code name had been acgquired
by 25 July. To lessen French resistance TORCH was to have an
American complexion, headed by an American commander with American
troops as the first wave of the assault. On 25 July the Combined
Chiefs of Staff had approved albternate command setups for TORCH
and ROUND-UP, as the project for a 1943 invasion had been desig-
nated. Planning for the landing in Morocce was to bz done in
Hashington, while London was to prepare the Mediterranean assaults.
The U, S, representatives stressed that the adoption of TORCH meant
the abandonment of ROUND-UP, and so it tell out,B

The Development of TORCH

Certain of the unusual characteristics of TORCH were by this

time apparent. A striking fact was the short period which~remsined

2’-—2--»-‘:-—.'__*“ (‘L)i jl‘ h y‘! ‘»‘,E
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between the decision to undertake the operation and the labtest

—~ . possible D-day. Under this imperious snd not-far-distant deadline,
two separate groups of planners, relatively linexperienced and of
¥ mixed netionalities, were set to work. In the end they had to

provide for five separate task forces, three of which involved

L]

combined operations. SUill other difficulties were to beset the

planning after the decision to go into Africs had been taken.

i

In a directive approved on 13 August, the Combined Chiefs of
Staff instructed General Eiscnhower to establish "firm and mutually
supported lodgmenis" in the Cran-Alglers-Tunis area on the North
Coast and in the Casablanca area on the West Coast. From these
lodanents control was to be extended over French North Africa with
ths primary object of driving against the reer of the Axis forces
in the Western Desert. Preparations te invade Spanish Horoceo were
to be made to guard against hostile action by way of Spain. As scen
as possible, General Eisenhower was to submit & plen in line with
the directive.’

On 26 August General Sisenhowerts plan, as developed by the

Y

planuers at Norfolk House in London, wes presented to the Combined
Chiefs of Staff. ’I.‘hi;s Norfolk Group Plan differed importantly from
the operstion envisaged by the CCS directive. The IMbroccan land-
ings were abandoned; simultancous pre~dawn assaults were outlined
at Oran, Algiers, end Bene. Of 13 divisions to be employed, seven
- were allotted to French Morocco, but in lieu of a frontal attack

on Casablanca, i.e., from the Atlantic, the American contingent

R £ I S R O |'i
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Y.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

M.ALJ;k .



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. ’2_- v e e C,O%F\DENT\;EL

striking at Oran was 1o cut across French loroccco and take
— . Casablanca from the rear., Subsegquently, it would prepare for a
possible assault on Spanish lbrocco. The plan indicated that
. studies were in progress for an additionzl thrust at Spanish

Moroceo from the sea, if action were required before the Oran
10

L)

foerces could consolidate on the landward side.

In the light of later dovelopments, General Eisenhower's

[y

reasoning is interesting. He fully realized the danger of not
immediately occupying Cassblenca, which would have ensured Allied
use of the Casablanca~Cran reilroad and highway, when hostile re-
action from Spain might cut communications through the Straits,
knocking out the vital airdrome and naval base at Gibraltar.
However, with the British, he wes willing to accept the risk that
Spain would remain neutral and defend her neutrality. He believed
that a Moroccan landing would spread his forees too thinly., If
maximon effort were mot exerted to the east, the Axis could get
into Tunisia and once there could be built up more repidly than
Allied forces L

oV

GIMNAST had originslly depended on French cooperation and
provided agéinst Spanish hostility and the clesing of the Straits
by selzure of Casablanca. The Britlsh were at the time unwilling
to rely on asswrances of Vichy acguiescence, WNow the situation was
to be reversed. The Norfolk Group Flan teok French resistance into

: . account and chanced Spanish hostility, The U. S, Joint Chiefs of

Staff took ezception t¢ the assumption of that risk.
,h«-)p 1“"‘5 mﬂ;a{ﬂwl
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If Allied forces were insufficient to carry out the originel
CCS directive, the U. S. Chiefs of Staff contended that landings
east of Oran must bs scrapped, not those on the Vest Coast.
Mostaganem, about 50 miles beyond Cran, would be the scene of the
easternmost assault. A directive embodying this conception was
sent off for the concurrence of the British Chiefs of statf,}? on
27 August, the British telegraphic reply indicated their adherence
to General Eisenhower's plan. The question was considered in the
meeting of the Combined Chiefs of Staff on 28 August.

Admiral Cunninghem presented the thesis set forth in the
mesgsage from the British Chiefs of Staff. Objections to the
Casablanca landing were based on the danger that it would thin out
the Allied striking force and slow the advance eastward, allowing
the Germans to establish themselves in Tunisia whence they would
be difficult to dislodge. The surf on the Moroccan coast presented

another hazard., The planners in London were willing to risk
considerable to get inte Tunis and Bizmerte. If the Cassblaneca
phase was to be carried through, additional U, S, forces must be
made available. For himself, Admiral Cunningham thought that twin
landings on the flanks of Spanish Moxocco were more likely to cause
the Spanish to open hostilities. It was contended that, despite
an establishment of the German Air Force in Spain, supply ships
could be gotten through the Straits of Gibraltar if the Allies
held the southern shore. Although willing to pit an army of
150,000 Allied troops against an equal number of Freneh and about
130,000 Spaniards, the Joint Chiefs of Staff would take no chances
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on their starving, and insisted that the line of communication be
secure.*® The outline plan for TORCH was dated 26 September and
not approved by the British until later, bubt a general conception
of the operation must have been agreed upon by 1 Saptembm'.u"
Many details, however, were still unsettled by 2 October.

To the necessary haste of mounting TORCH, therefore, were
added a disagreement as to the fundamentals of the operation, con-
tinuing until only a little over three months before the latest possible
D=~day, and a high degree of uncerteinty as to detail which continued
on some points past the sailing date. Considering the uncertainties
of the Spanish situation and the inherent hazards of TORCH, the
estimate of Generals Eisenhower, Patton, and Clark that the opera-
tion's chances for over-all success were less than 50 per cent can
be understood.t?

A short summary of the TORCH plans is needed to complete the
strategic background of the operation. The outline plan, dated
26 September, was identical in salient points with the original
Combined Chiefs of Staff directive of 13 August to General
Eisenhower. TORCH still faced east and west, towards Tunisia and
Spanish Morocco. Preparstion of striking forces to be used agasinst
the latter was the responsibility of American task forces-=the
Western Task Force, landing at Casablanca, and the Genter Task
Force, landing at Oran. In conformity with the decision thet the

initial assault must be an Americen function, the third task

force striking on Dwdgy was also predominantly Ame:ican. Known
o
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as the Eastern Assault Force, its mission was to secure Algiers.

In its wake would come s much stronger British force, the First

Army, which would operete immedistely againet T‘lmiﬁi&.lé
Features of the Norfolk Group Plan were preserved by the

organization of a Northern Task Force with the mission of attack-

ing the Tangier-Ceuta area before D+60, should action be required

before the consolidated Western and Center Task Forces could

effectively move against Spanish Morocco. The organization of

this force was begun by General Eisenhower in late October; on

4 November the Combined Chiefs of Staff epproved the plans. Under

the code name BACKBOHE this preoject was zctiva until about February

1943, the Northern Task Force being maintained intact in England,

through November at least.l7
In view of the likelihood that weather off the Morcccan coast

might prevent the Western Task Force irom effecting a landing in

the Casablanca area, four alternate plans were drawn up in Vashington.

The ‘Force night move te the protection of Gibraltar in a position

of readiness; assault Nemours, east of Gran, and operate against

Oujda, Taza Gep, and the rear of Caseblanca; sttack Algeciras,

Malaga, and Cadiz; or proceed against Tangier and thence down

the coast to (3&3:3.1::1&5;::«:a.J‘8

Because Gibraltar could net accommodate
the entire Vestern Task Force, the first alternative was revised:
ten transports with escorts would refuel at Gibraltar at a time

and the convoy would lie off in the Atlantic until the weather
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As the discussion hes indicated, the TORCH plan was possessed
— . of & ceriain ambivelence, caused by the uncertainty as to Spanish
reaction or (terman reaction through Spain., American military
a leaders had insisted that precautions be taken asgainst interruption
of the line of communication and won their point. The push towards
« Tunis, periorce, hed to be weakened. The Center and Western Task

Forces, to be consolidated after junction, were to be held in

i

readiness in the event of a breach of Spanish neutrality. Assigned

to their suppert was the iestern Air Command, or the Twelfth Air

Force,
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Chapter II
THE TWELFTH AIR FORCE

The Organization of the TORCH Air Force

The early history of the Twelfth Alr Force parallels the un—
folding of TORCH. According to an account written by an air
officer engaged in the planning at Norfolk House, Brig. Gen. James
H. Doolittle received the first intimation of impending events
late in July. At the time, General Doolittle was preparing the
Fourth Bomber Wing, to which he had been assigned after his
return from the Tokyo raid, for service with the Eighth Alr
Force. He was interrupted in his work with the B-25's and B-26's
by the decision of Generals Marshall and Arnold that he would
comand the American air contingent for TORCH. On & August he
arrived in England to begin his considerable task,t

Basie features of the alr force for TORCH were outlined in
a cable from General Eisenhower on 13 August, concurred in by
Generals Patton, Spastz, and Doolittle, Operations in Africa
would require the formation in Zngland of an alr force complete
with necessary command ond service echelons, In essence the plan
was "to form the nucleus of the Torch Air Force from the Eighih
Air Foree—to be supplemented as necessary direct from the United
States." Utilization of the Bighth's units would take advantage

of their superlor training and organization. Medium and light

> (I S TN L C
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bomb units ready for embarkstion were to proceed to Eagland for

)
- . indoctrination, processing, and initiabion into combat. In addi-

5

tion, the Eighth was expected to furnish key personnel for the

- fighter, bomber, and service commands. The initial force would
comprise 2 heavy bomb groups, 2 P=38 and 2 Spitfirs fighter groups,

" 3 medium bomb groups, 1 transport group, and 1 light bomb g::'cmr:a.2

4 Requirements based on this plan reached the FPlans Division of
the Air Staff by 15 August. In addition to the units mentioned
above, General Eisenhower called for headquerters and headquarters
squadrons for an air force, a fighter command, a bomber command, and
a service command; 3 signel companies (aviation); 3 signal compeny
Service groups; 3 dignal construction batialions; 2 air depot
groups; and 1 engineer section AFSC (Sp.). Comments from Flans
on the availability of these units foerecast the difficulties of
setting up the Twelfth. Combat units, except the medium and light
bomb groups, were already in Britain. A1l others had to be robbed
from U, S. continental air forces if they were to arrive in Ingland

before 15 September, the deadline indicated by General Eisenhower.

¥

Activation and training in the United States were precluded. The
three medium bomb groups were not as far advanced as the 13 August
cable presuned. The 310th (B-25!g) could make the deadline it
Ppilanes were robbed trom comnitments to Cairo, Australia, and
India. The 319th and 320th could be readied only if they were

‘- equipped with unmodified B-26's, while the A-20B!'s of the 47th

Light Bombardment Group lecked the necessary bomb bay tanks.3
W TR JEIRTNTH
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AC/AS, Plans further indicated that the necessary headquarters
units could be provided by taking over those training for the Ninth
Air Force, and that signal companies {aviation) could be obtained
from the continental air forces, if the one opersting in the
Second Air Force could be turned aside from its commitment te the
Fijis and New Caledonia. Of the two signal construction battalions
in the United States, one was earmarked for the Fijis., The air
depot groups and the signal company service groups, however, were
available.

The sudden request for AAF units for TORCH meent the utiliza-
tion of partiazlly trained personnel and, because of TORCH's priority,
the reversal of commitments to other theaters. The AAF, moreover,
could offer no assurance that the 15 September deadline could be
met and so informed General Eisenhower on 16 August.l*

The nucleuns of General Doolittle's staff, chosen by General
Arnold, shortly followed their chief to Englands Col. (mow Maj,
Gen.) Hoyt 8. Vandenberg became chief of staff. Ite. Col. J. S.
Allsrd, former}y viceepresident of Curtiss-iright, was gppointed
A=l from a similar position in the Fourth Bomber Wing. Thirty~five-
year=old Lt. Col. John Felton Turner became A-Z. GCol. (now Brig.
Gen.) Leuris Norstad, also only 35 years old, was appointed A-3.
Colonel Norsted had fommerly been on CGeneral Arnold's Advisory
Council. Col. Robert T. Zane, formerly with the First Air Force,
wes chosen A-k. Headguerters were set up in Allied Force Head-
quarters at Norfollk House in London and a period of intensive work
begen.” RESFRICTED  CONFiDg;
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Vihen, on 23 September, General Doolittls assumed command of
his air force, the commend structure of the Twelfth in England
had been completed. Col. Claude E., Duncan had assumed commeand of
the Bowber Commend on 2 September. By the 2lst, Col. (now Brig.
Gen.) Thomas V. Blackburn was selected for CO of the Fighter
Command, the headquarters and headgunarters squadron of which had
originally been set up for General Brereton's air force in the

Middle East. Headquarters and Headquariers Squa.dron,‘Tweli‘th Air

R#‘i’

Force, was constituted and activated on 20 §.eg£¢ér°;1be&’, this unit
had also been destined for the Hinth, By 22 September, Brig. Gen.
(now Mej. Gen.) Pelmar Dunton had been assigned from the Eighth
Lir Force to replace Col, Ray Dunn as head of the XII Air Force
Service Command. General Dunten assumed command on 30 September.(’
While the Twelfth was taking shape in England, a shift in
the invasion plans necessitated the organigation of another air
command in the United States. It is probable that the requirements
outlined by General Fisephower in mid-August sprang from the Norfolk
Group Plan, envisioning lendings only on the Mediterranean coast.
Lt any rate, after the Casablanca phase of the operation was added,
ag a result of the insistence of the U, 5. Joint Chiefs of Staff,
it was decided that air support for the western landing, as well
as for that at Oran, woulé be furnished by the USAAF. As a con-
sequence, around the first of Sepbember, the XII Ground Air Support

Commznd was projected for the Western Task Force. In fact, as will
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be brought oub, this command amounted to a second U, S, air £orce.7
el . On 1 September, General Doolittle, once more in Washington,
eonferrad with General Arnold. As a result of the meeting, it was
decided that the Headguarters and Headquerters Squadron and steff
of the III Ground Air Support Command be immediately assigned to
the Twelfth Air Force and redesignated the XII Ground Air Support
Cormand. Col. Rosenham Beam, commander of the III GASC, was talken
over as CO of the new organization. frrangements for a fighter and
a bomber wing within the Commend were alsc initiated. On &4
September, General Doolittle wired Colonel Vandenberg, in London,
that he would stay in Washington until the XIT GASC had gotten
mderway.e

With the decision to set up the XII GASC, the Twelfth Air
Force more than doubled its paper strength, By 8 September,
Washington was talking of 7l4 aireraft for Oran and 719 for
Casablanca up to D+60, whereas General Eisenhower's original re-
quest called for less than 700 planes. As of 16 September, the
contemplated GASC boasted 2 heavy bomb groups, 1 light bomb group,
3 medium bomb groups, 4 fighter groups, and 1 troop carrier group,
besldes other units.9

Colopel Beam, first commander of the GASC, gave way to Brig.
- Gen, (now Maj. Gen.) John K, Cannon on 22 September, but was
. retained as chief of staff. Col. Demas T. Craw, who was to die

on D-day, became assistant chief of staff. Headquarters and Head-

quarters Squadron, XIL Ground Air Support Command was, Jactivated at

D e (‘ONHDENTML
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Birmingham, Alsbama, on 17 September; on 1 October the designation

was changed to XII Air Support Command. Less than five weeks after
activation, the upit was on the high seas. Fersonnel had been
painly drawn from the III GASC at Biminghom. In the last week

in September, the organization arrived at Bolling Field, D. C.,
where the men were quartered in tenbs despite the raw weather,
Meanwhils, over in the Munitions Building, in General Patton's
headquarters in OPD, General Cannon was laying plans for coopera-

tion with the Western Task Foree.lo

The TORCH Air P

e —  —t—— Sio——————

The TORCH air plan envisaged two air forces-—one American, one
British--with separate tasks and areas of responsibility and opera-
tion, The RAF Zastern Air Cormand, under Air Marshal Sir William
Wolsh, was to have its headquarters at Algiers, the Twelfth at
Oran.

The Eastern Air Command drew the definite assignment of support-
ing the Eastern Task Force and the Eastern Assault Force in the
seizure of Algiers end the subsequent advance towards Tunis. Once
Algiers had capitulated, RAF fighters were responsible for the
protection of the port and the coavoy routes east of Cap Tenes,
one hundred miles west of Algiers. As the push into Tunisia
developed, the harbors st Bougle, Fhilippeville, and Bone were

also to be covered. The EAC would also arrange, through the Air

M._..”\
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Ministry and with the commanders involved, for the cooperation

v . of RAF units outside French North Afriea, presumsbly, those in
Malta and the Western Desert.
. The Twelfth Air Force, or Western Air Command, was expecbed
. to support the asssult on Oran and Casablanca, and furnish fighter
: defense for those areas and for the convoy route from Gibraltar

v

to Cap Tenes, Aside from these tasks, its role, after the cessation
of French resistence, largely depended on hostile reaction from
Spenish territory. Should the Vestern and Center Task Forces

move on Spanish Morocco, the Twelfth would support their operations.
Should BACKDONE land near Tangier, the Twelfth was in support.
Should the Germsns begin penetration of Spain, the Twelfth's
Fortresses, brought down from England, would sirike the peninsula.ll

The actual assaults were T be supported in the first instance
by carrier-borne aviation under the orders of naval task force
compenders. With the capture of alrdromes, the Eastern Air Command,
Twelfth Air Force, and XIT Air Support Command were to relieve the
rnaval avistion, ag far as possible, and continue air support as
: dirccted by the respective task force commeanders.

Although the establishment of two alr forces in TORCH was
necessitated by different systems of command, oxrganization, and
supply, and shove all by the likelihood of widely separated
operating and supply bases, cogent arguments for coordination were

~e recognized. If the inherent flexibility of air power was to be

3 *
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exploited, arrangements were necessary to reinforce one command
from the other and to concentrate strength in any part of the
theater. MNoreover, the navies could not be expected tor; ‘legotiabe-
separately with each command respecting the protection of convoys.

Generally speaking, such coordination was exercised by AFHQ.
The deployment of air units to achieve any particular strategic
purpose after the initial phase of the operstion would be determined
by General Eisenhower. It was anticipated that it would be neces~-
sary to devise a system of centralized direction for air forces
required for the protection of shipping. Permsnent air liaison
staff officers, both cperstional and administrative, were provided
for each air headquerters. The TORCH plans concluded that "from
the air point of wview, the whole North African theater must be
regarded as one, #1?2

AFHQ hoped to deploy in North Africa an Allied alr power
capable of meecting enemy air reaction on a strengih basis of twe
to one, For the assanlt maximm use of air power was urged, to

create among the French the impression of force masjeure in the

face of which they could honorably lay down their arms. It is

pertinent to note that, although the State Department continued

the “political offensive," the TORCH operation, unlike GILMNAST,

did not depend on either French invitation or acquiescenge. This

msy be taken as earnest of the interim accretion of Allied strength.
The degree of air superiority desiderated by the planners

underlines their preoccupation with the safety of the lediterranean
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and Atlantic sea lanes. All ports and the water routes thereto
were to have fighter protection; stress was laid upon sea recon-
naissance and antisvbmarine patrols; and provision mad% for seaward
reconnaissance by U. S. naval aireraft from Port Ly%.ut'ey, when
the port and airbase had been secured.’’
As contemplated by the air annex to the TORCH plan, the
Twelfth Air Foree was almost three times as large as the Rastern
Air Command. Of the 454 aircraft assigned the latber, short-range
fighters accounted for 234; light and medium bombers and recon-
naissance, army cooperation, and night fighter aircraft for the o
bulk of the remainder, The Twelfth boasted 400 short-range
fighters; 240 long-range fighters (P=38's); 70 heavy, 228 medium,
and 72 light bombers; and 156 transports, besides other categories.
Several factors explain the disparity in assigned strength.
The BAF found itself comparatively more straitened by commitments
to other theaters than the USLAE It was anticipated that in the
initial lack of salvage and repair facilities, the EAC could more
easily bring replacements from England, whereas the Twelfth would
be reduced to drawing from its own first line strength. Finally,
the relative inexperience of American fiyers was expected to
result in higher Wastage.u‘
The build-up amd reinforcement of Allied air strength in
the theater was subject to welledefined limitations during the
early stages of the operation, when losses Were expected as high

as one third of "initial equipment aircraft per sguadron per
D IRTRTE EY  CONFIDENTIAL
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month." Suitzble airdromes had first to be captured., Axis bombing
attacks on Gibraltar constantly threatened the short-range fighters
ereccted there for flight to the theater. All types of aircraft,
including those capzble of being flown in directly from England
or other points, were limited as to deployment by the over-all
logistical situation, i.e., shipping. HNecessary maintenance
personnel, gasoline, motor transpert, etc. depended on what could
be brought in by early convoys. The capacity of African ports and
the competing requirements of ground forces were alsc considera-
tions.ls

In collsboration with ground and naval forces the Twelfth Alr
Force was assigned important tasks in the assault phases at both
Oran and Casasblanca. The original plans called for the dropping
of parachutists by the 60th Troop Carrier Group at the two most
important airdromes in the vieinity of Oran—DPsfaraoui and La
Senls=«to destroy airceraft and hold Tefarsoul until relieved by
troops landing to the east and west of the cibty., Tafarsoul in
American hands, USAAF Spitfires of the 3lst Group were to fly in
from Gibraltar to furnish support against the Frencn,l®

Air Corps troops arriving on D-day and subseguent convoys
were to prepare for the reception of additicnal units flying in
from England and Gibraltar. Although eny preconceived program for
the dispateh of aircraft was recognized as susceptible of modifica-
tion by weather and tactical considerations, tentative schedules

for the movement of units were prepared. Up to D+6, besides the
A
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3lst, the 1st Fighter Group (P-38's) and two A-20 squadrons of J1;,}1@

e . 68th Observetion Group were scheduled for the Oran area. Laber,
the 524 Fighter Group (Spitfires) was added for deployment in this
phase.

. The second phase, exbtending to D+47, contemplated the arrival
of units at Oran in the following order: D+8, 319th Medium Bom-
bardment Group (B-26's); D+10, lith Fighter Group (P-38's); D17,
15th Light Bonbardment Squadron (A-20's); D+22, 320th Medium
Bonbardment Group (B-~26!s); and the 97th and 30lst Heavy Bombard-
nent Groups (B-17's) on D+30 and D+AT, respectively.l7

AFHQ indicated that U. S. fighter strength would bs initially
divided between Oran and Cassblanca in & ratio of approximately
three to two, probably in view of the fact that Oran was more
likely %o receive attention from the Axis air forces than was the
West Cosst. In accordance with this conception the 8lst Group
(P-39's) would be sent to Oran as soon as French resistance had
been overcoms in the Casablance area. Heavy bombardment was con-

L] ‘ centrated near Oran so that it could be employed either towards
Spanish Morocco or Tunisia. However, some of the plans also
contemplated the use of B-17's from airdromes in the Casablatca
area, The succession of tactical units in each area was, generally,

.- fighter, light-medium bombardment, and heavy bombardment.8
. On the Vest Coast, hinging on the saizure of the Port Lyautey

v airdrome, the P-40's of the 33d Fighter Group were to be catapulted
from an auxiliary aircraft carrier to join in the action against

the French. Air Corps troops- o’f.‘ I{. p;g‘ort Commend would
rv\l )lL _/ MM&%&“\ ,‘r-laég_f} . B
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land with the ground forces on D~day and participate in the assault

of the three subdask forces operating against Fedala, Mehdia-Port

Lyeutey, and Safi, As airdromes were captured, these Air Corps

detachments reverted to the control of the XIL Alr Support

Command, occupied the fields, and prepared them for operation.

The following fields were within the scope of the landings:

Port Lyautey, Rahat-Sale, Rabat, (asablenca-Czzes, and lediouna.
The 7th Fighter Wing was charged with the establishment of

an zir warning service, besides making preparations for the re-

ception of sircratt. Fight air support partises were detailed to

the sub-task forces, to request support from the carriers and,

later, from the XII Air Support Command. An advance echelon of

the XII Air Force Service Command was formed to expedite the move-

ment of supplies in the early stages of the landing. 7o maintain

and enlarge the captured airdromes, aviation engineers were

included in the D-day convoy.l9
Of all the airdromes in the area, that at Port Lyautey with

its hard-surfaced runways was most desirable. It constitubted

the main objective of sub-task force GOALPO3T, landing at the

mouth of the shallow Sebou River. To carry the gasoline, oil, and

bombs up the Sebou to the airdrome, a vessel, drawing less than 17

feet was necessary. After considerable difficulby in finding a

ship of this description, the authorities at Newport News pressed

into service the Contessa, en old 5,500-ton fruit voat .20
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Next after the commitment of the carrier-borne 33d, the 8lst

-— . Fighter Group (P-39's) was scheduled for the Casablanca area,
followed by one squadron of the 47th Light Bombardment Group (A-20's)

. and two squadrons of the 68th Observation Group (P~39's) on D+ and
D+5, The 350th Fighter Group (P=39's) were to come down from
England by D+7, the remaining three squadrons of the 47th on the
next day. The B-25'g of the 310th Group were expected by D+l
and the P~38's of the 82d by D+18, the latter relieving the 8lst
Group to be sent to Oran. The 17th Yedium Bombardment Group (B-26's)
to arrive by D+30, completed the scheduled movement. The provision
of observation, troop carrier, and photographic units for both the
Oran and Cesablanca areas reinforces the impression that the
Twelfth was in reality initielly split into twe air task forces.
Such organizations were adaptable to landward convergence on
Spanish Uforocco as well as to the descent on the twoe African ports.zl

The decision to mount TORCH meant the abandonment for no in-
considerasble period of a major continental invasion and the fall
from first priority in EIOUSA of the Eighth Air Force. On 24
. July the Combined Ohiefs of Staff had allocated heavy and mediua

bombers in the United Kingdom to TORCH and additionally pared

B down comuitments to BOLERO by diversions to the Pacific. Never-
theless, it placed on record the conviction that Allied air
strength should be built wp in fngland te provide for "a constantly

. . inereasing intensity of air attack on Germany. n2

Many srpuments were advanced in an attempt to preserve the

strengbh of the Bighth as aga.:l.nst the ‘I‘welft.h and the strength of

-s.p—-«-r

CONFIDETIA Lm\':* — @L_gu'ﬁ I¥FORMATIO

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Ly ;‘f\.'-"’a-w;ﬂ-*:‘;i?:;\f
T rer i f - - CONF\DENT\P\;?-
the two ETOUSA air forces against the pull of the Pacific. On
- . 20 August Sir Charles Portal expressed the hope that the Eighth
could maintain itself against pressure for diversions 1o other
. thesters so that its bombers could operate in force in concert with
the RAF's night raids. BSir Charles questioned the wisdom of
allotting two groups of heavy bombers to North fxf::':i.ca."?3
At aboub the same time, General Spaabz, commanding the Eighth,
was stressing the supporit that the air forees in fSnglend could
give o TURCH by striking apgainst the springs of Germman air
power, unreachable from Africa. A concentration of air units
in Britain, in addition, would provide easy reinforcement for
TORCH, if the need arose. General Arnold struck somewhat the
same note in protesting the diversion of the 33d Fighter Group
from the Middle Bast to the Vestern Task Force. He pointed out
that base, shipping, and unloading facilities limited the numher
of air units which could be initially operated from North Africa.
Facilities in the United Kingdom, on the other hand, were in excess
of the forces available and reserves could be moved to TORCH,
- once facilities there could support them.zh
By the beginning of November, the concept of & "complementary
. use! of the Bighth end Twelfth was well developed. This "comple-
mentary use" favored Africa rather than Ingland«-Ceneral Spastz
reported General. Elsenhower's declaration that, if need be, he
. would use the whole Eighth Air Force in Africa. Genersl Spaatz

envisioned heavy bomber striking power shifting from Iceland to
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Fngland to Iraq or back again if circumstances warranted. A
miserable October in England had brightened the prospect of
African sirdromes. To exploit the TORCH bases, General Spaatz
favored sn over-2ll commander for the USAAF in the European
theater. This plan was to be partly implemented shortly after

the African landings were consumna.ted.25

The Contribution of the Eighth Air Force

Puring the early preparations for TORCH in the United
Kingdom, the Twelfth Air Force was knovm as "Junior Eighth Air
Force," or simply, "Junior." Withal, in size and lustiness,
Junior soon outstripped the elder organization, dreawing freely
on the Righth's experience and personnel as well as on its best-
trained units. "You can't heve that; its for Junior" becams a
watchword in AAF circles in England. The contributions of the
Eighth, indeed, wrought grievously on its own operations; after
November 1t underwent a crisis in its history.%

The organizstion, training, snd planning of the Twelfth Air
Force was made the responsibility of the Eighth.27 As partially
trained and undermenned units of the Twelfth reached the United
Kingdom, appropriate Zighth Air Force orgenizations teok them in
hand and proceeded to lick them into shape for the African venture.

The A=l section of the Eighth Air Force instructed its
opposite number in personnel matters and worked on orgenizational
charts and tentative tables of organization. A«~2 assisted in
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treining for £ll phases of intelligence work, supplied information
on the Luftwaffe and the Italian Air Force, and helped in the
development of target informstion and other material. Much of
its trained personnel was transferred to A-2, Twelfth Air Force.
The A~3 secticn coordinated reception, assignment, and movement
of all Pwelfth Air Force units in the United Kingdom. It
initiated the activation of the 350th Fighter Group and oversaw
the procurement end delivery of P=39 and F-4 aircraft. Ioreover,
it coordinated operations in support of TORCH, i.e., the campaign
against the French U~boat bases touched off by the raid of
21 October against Lorient. Headguarters and Headquerters
Squadron, Twelfth Air Force and the XII Air Force Service Command
owed their transportation and housing to A-h, Eighth Air Force,
vihich also helped in orgenizing the Twelfth's service units and
vworking out supply ;prﬁ:ﬂ:vlex:a:s.28
In the matter of supply itself, the Eighth rendered irmportant
agsistance., The Twelfth expected, in normal course, to get its
supplies directly from the United States on an sutomatic basis.
However, a meeting on 31 October, attended by Generals Raker,
Frank, Miller, Dunton, and Hansell, and Colonels Vandenberg and
Curtis, assumed that emergency requests would be filled by calls
on the Bighth. At that time, the rollowing agreement was reached:
the Twelfth would inform the Eighth of its expected requirements

on an "automatic" basis, VIII Alr Force Service Command %o build
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up its reserves in enticipstion of emergencies. If the Twelfth
was forced to abandon the automatic system, its requirements were
to be communicated to the Eighth to be filled out of stock, re-
placements to be reguisitioned by the Eighth from the United
States. Actually, the labtter arrangement had Vo be resorted Yo,
with 2 resulting deterioration of the Eighth's supply situation.
VIII Air Force Service Commend estimated thet 75 per cent of the
Bighth's supplies were sent to Africa when the Twelfth moved
d::ﬂ‘m.z9

The commands of the Eighth contributed equally with the
staff sections. The VIIT Fighter Command prepared accommedations
for XII Fighter Command, £illed shortages in its combat and
service units, and secured six stations from the RAF for the
further organization and training of two TORCH groups. VIIIL
Bomber Commsnd provided housing and other facilities for, and
agsisted in the organization of, the XII Bomber Command. It
supervised the tactical training of all Iwelfth Air Ferce organiza-
tions, conducted special courses for the training of intelligence
officers, and trained over 200 gumners for Africa. Housing,
messing, and the provision of airdromes and station complements
for the tactical units of the Twelfth all fell to its lot. A
sore blow was the loss of its two oldest heavy groups, the 97th
and 30lst. VIIT Alr Support Command administered, housed, and

messed unit® of the Twelfth, aided in procuring supplies and
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equipment, and conducted general and tectical training., VIIT Adr

- . Force Sexvice Command's main,\}c.ask was the equipment and modifica-
tion of aireraft, a task which did not end with D-day., Huch of its
T strength was also transferred to the Twelfth.>0
As of the end of October, the Bighth Air Force had trans-
ferred 3,198 officers, 34 warrant officers, and 24,124 enlisted

men to the Twolfth. The following table brezks down this personnel

by sources: -

0ff. ot o

Headguarters, Eighth Air Force 5 L2l g

VIII Air Force Service Command 208 2,921 2

VIII Bomber Command 1,098 7,101 1

VIII Fighter Command 950 B,353 5

VIII Air Support Command 847 2 5
Total 3,198 2,02 3%

In minor instances, friction, csused by the anomalous status
of the Twelfth, arose between the two alr forces. Not unnaturally,
personnel of the Eighth were reluctant to strip their organization
for the sake of an wstart, whose mission W’as largely unknown. In
the beginning, it sppears that the Twelfth had to request its needs
from the Eighth.>? The story of the organization of the 12th
Weather Squadron illustrates this difficulty snd, 2s well, the

- complexity of the TORGH operation. The forerunner of the 12th
L} . Vieather Squadron was the Provisional Weather Squadron, Twelfth
- 4Lir Force, activated on 1 September by order of General Spastz.

. This unit was superseded when authority arrived from the War

Department on 22 September to activate the 12th Weather Squadron
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(Regional Control) consisting of 3% officers, 5 warrant officers,

and 22), enlisted men, to be drawn from the 18th Weather Squadroa,>”
On 16 Septenber Col., Von R. Sheres arrived in Iondonj on
the next day Colonel Mustoe, wesbher officer of the Eighth, re-
vealed the character of the TORCH operation and the plans he had
made for a weather detachment and eguipment for the Iwelfth. On
19 September the initial weather plan was written by Colonel. Shores
and Lt. Col, Joseph A, Miller, Satisfactory lisison was promptly
established with Squadron Leader P, J, Meade, chief meteorological
officer of the Bastern Air Commend, and Dr. N. K. Jghnson, director
of the Meteorological Office, Air H:i.nis’c.:'sr.jlP
An effort was made to have weather information classified as
priority and sent in the clear, at least for the assault phase, but
-2, AFHQ and the British disagreed to these requests. A request
for a separate radic communications net for weather was also
refused, despite the weathermen's conviction that Signal Corps
comunications hed been proved wnsatisfactory in the Carolina
maneuvers in the fall of 1941, The final weather plen, coordinated
with the British, was completed on 26 September and approved on
3 Qctober by Col. Leo P. Dahl, regional control officer, who had
arrived from the States on the previous day.3 5
At one point the Eighth Air Force refused to meet requests
for additional personnel and orders for transfer to the 12th

Weather Squadron issued by the Eighth often did not reach the men
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concerned, The weathermen, meanwhile, were scouring the United
Kingdom for equipment; in this matter Eighth Air Force personnel
were reported as non-cooperative. The initial inerement of
weather personnel, 49 enlisted men and A4 officers, was prepared
for the D-day convoy at West Hampnett. Research was carried on
for an air route guide to Africa and an officer sent to Gibraltar
to prepare for the cooperation of weather facilities thereat,

The Eighth Air Force had heen made responsible for the weather
briefing for flights from the United Kingdom; however, the 12th
Weather Squadron briefed General Doolittle on the expected
November weather for ferry operations to the theater and Generals
Ciark, Doolittle, and Craig before the commend echelon of AFHY
took off for Gibraltar. General Doolittls and the Amsrican pilots
in readiness at the Rock were briefed prior to the start of hos-
tilities on 8 Novembear.sg,

Former combat units of the Eighth figured prominently in the
early days of the Horth African campaign because they, slmost
alone, Were ready for commitment. For instance, three groups of
redium bombers which, it was planned, would move to England for
training before going on to TORCH were badly hempered by delays
in the United States and by North Atlantic weather. As a conse-
quence, Ueneral Doolittle was forced to bring down his heavies
from EZngland sconer than had been anticipated. In view of their

importance to TORCH, it is meet to discuss the caresrs of some
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of these Eighth Lir Force units which, trained for operations
over Europe, found their calling, for the time, over Tunisia.37
The 97vh and 301st Heavy Bombardment Groups were the pioneers
* of daylight precision bombing in the European theater. On 17
hugust 1942, 12 B-17d's of the $7th had performed the VIII Bomber
Command's first mission—against the Rouen-Sotteville mershalling
yards. Operations followed during August against the Abbeville-
Drucat and Courtrei-Wevelghem airdromes, the marshalling yards
st Amiens-ILongueau, the Le Trait shipysrds, and the Potez airplane
factory et Meaulte. On 5 September, the 30lst joined the 97th
in a second raid on the Rouen yards. The two groups had pertici-
pated in numerous subsequent migsions, including the big Iille
raid in October and an attack on the submariné pens ab Lorient.38
Four fighter groups were transferred from the Eighth, Of
these, the careers of the 3lst and 52d will be cutlined in another
connection. The P-33 groups, the lst and 14th, had arrived in
England during the summer as part of the BOLFRO movement. The
air echelon of the lst Fighter Group flew over the northern air
- route, leaving Dow Field, Bangor, Maine, on 27 June in P-381g,
B~17's, end C-47's. Initially stationed at Goxhill end Kirton-in-~
Lindsey, on 24 August the group moved to Ibsley in Hampshire. On
the last day of August, its 27th Squadron, which had been left
on pabrol in Iceland, arrived at Colorne; during the 27thts
o . Iceland tour, Lt. Elza Shahen had scored the first American

asrial victory in the “‘1'0 by knocking down a Kirier on lh August.
AEss N T TN
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The l4th Group's air echelon ran into foul weather on the
- . ferry route, but two squadrons had arrived ab Atcham, in Shropshire,
by the end of August, the third squadron, the 50th, having suc-

" cesded the 1lst Group's 27th on Iceland duby. The Eighth Alr Porce
attempted to get these groups inte combat before it was necessary
to release them for TORCH, but weather and inexperienced combat
leaders prevented any contact with the enemy; therefore, on the
eve of TORCH, except for tests against a ceptured Fi-190, there
was no indieation of how the P-38's would stend up to the
Lufiwaffe.”’

The Twelfth Air Force also acquired the first AAF combat unit
to arrive in the United Kingdom, the 15th Light Bombardment
Squadron (4-20's). Originally intended as a night fighter squad-
ron using British Turbinlite eguipment, the 15th was converted
into a conventional. light bomber unit. The personnsl had arrived
in England by 5 June, but the aireraft lagged behind., Airmen of
the 15th and the 97th Heavy Bowbardment Group celebrated
Independence Day 1942 by reiding elrdromes in Hollend with RAF

e plenes and in an RAF formation., This was the first missi;m par-
ticipated in by Americans sgainst Germen~occupied Europe. Operat-
ing under the VIII Bomber Comnand, the squedren later corried out

additionsl attacks against French targets, including the docks ab

. Le Havre and the Abbeville-Drucat airdrome.l'o
h RESERIGHED
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Lir Preparations for the Assaulb

Progress of Combat Units. Besides the trained and equipped

’. units furnished the Twelfth by the Eighth Air Force, i.e., units
assigned to BOLZRO which already hed arrived in England, two
other rough categories of combat units existed in the Twelfth--
those units assigned to BOLERO, but diverted te TORCH before
arrival in the theater, and those specifically activated for
TORCH or assigned to it in the United States. Units in the
latter catepories lacked the experience of the Eighth Air Force
units and through no fault of their own were not ready for action
when the landings were sprung on a surprised Axis on 8 November.

In August when TORCH loomed on the horizon, three mediun
bombardment groups, the 3L0th, 319th, and 320th, were being
trained in the United States for assignment to BOLERO; they were
prouptly allocated to the Twelfth.

The ground and flight echelons of the 319th (B-26's) had
arrived in Zngland by early October, bub the echelon which was to

- fly the airecraft over the northern route was encountering con-
siderable difficulty. Its planes were being prepared at Baer
Field,Fort Wieyne, Indiana, where, according to the group's his-
torian, the persomnnel knew very little obout the B-26 and only
the exertions of the 319th's ovwn engineers and line chiefs got

.o . the ships out. On 18 October the last B-26 left Baer Field.
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Meanwhile, the wintry ngrthern route had becoms almogt impossible;
- . plenes became weatherbound in Icelend and Gresrland and vere
. finally ordered to proceed elther towards Europe or back to the
United States, as the elements permitted. Some Marauders and
. their crews were lost in the North Atlantic; the terdy arrival
of others seriously resctricted the group's striking power in the
early weeks of the North African campaign.hl
The 320th Group (B-26's) both shared and benefited from the
misfortunes of the 319th. Its advance echelon arrived at Hethel,
England, on 12 September where the ground echelon joined it by
4 October, The flight echelon waifed for its planes at Baer
Field and did not depart Fort Uayne until after D-dey. However,
after the experience of the 319th with the northern route, it was
decided that the 320th would proceed by way of the southern route.
The last of its B-26's left West Palm Beach on 5 January 1943.
The B=25's of the 310th Group succeeded in getting over the
northern air route before its interdiction. The air echelon of
the 310th disembarked from the Queen Hary at Gourock, Seotland,
on 12 September and proceeded to Hardwick to await the arrival
of its planes. The flight echelon picked up 5k new B-25C's ab

Y

Vestover Field, Massachusetts and flew them to the United Kingdom
-1 via Presque Isle, Goose Bay, Bluie West #1 and Reykjevik. From
. Prestwick and Stormoway the first planes arrived on 2/ September

at Hardwick, waere the growp began training. It wes December
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before a1l its planes were in England and the ground echelon
o was left in the United States.’?
In August 1942 epproximately 250 crated P-39's were in
- fngland awaiting shipment to Russia. The British Air Ministry's
schedule celled for some delsy in their dispatch and plans were
1zid to use 200 of them to equip two USAAF fighter groups in
fnglend, the United States undertaking to send replacements via
the Alasksn route., To utilize the Airacobras the air echelon of
the 8lst Fighter Group was sent to fEngland and the 350th Fighter
Group Was activated by the VIIT Fighter Gommand.’>
The pilots of the 8lst Group, who had trained on P-39's in
the United States, embarked on the Queen Mary for England on 27
Septenber; the heasdquarters detachment and ground echelon went
on landing maneuvers in Chesapeake Bay in conjunction with the
Western Task Force. On 20 September the Viar Department directed
that the 35Cth Fighter Group be activated in Zngland, planes and
personnel to be furnished by the Eighth Air Force. On 1 October,
the group was activated by order of the VIII Fighter Command with
- a ground and air echelon in England and a ground echelon at Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, the parts, like those of the 8lst, to be
united in French Moroeeo. The 350th'g pilots were secured from
former Eagle Squadron persomnel and from the 3lst and 52d Fighter
Groups.u"
e . Three major factors, besides crowded take-off airdromes and

poor communications, delayed the deployment of the P-39 groups in
-"‘%(‘“ 1“\,*3) T Y OSTRT
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Africa: modification of the aireraft, unfavorable weather on

the overwater route to the theater, and pilot inexperience. The
176 crated Airacobras required VHF installations snd belly tanks
procured from the United States. The P-39 was unfemiliar to

VIII Air Force Service Command mechanics; spare partis were non-
existent; the aircraft, in some cases, had been damaged in packing.
On 18 Septenber, Air Section, AFHQ, informed that 151 of these
planes would be shipped to Burtonwood for erection and modification
at the rate of six a day, queried as to progress. On 30 September,
VILT Air Porce Service Command could report only 10 assenbled at
Burtonwood despite a 24~-howr, 7-day week schedule.

As a consequence, by late Oclober, the Lith Fighter Group
(P=38's), originally destined for Oran by D+1l0, was diverted to
Casablanca on the movemernt plans as a replacement for the 8lst
Group. Once the P~39's had been erected and tested, it was found
that most of the best-trained pilots had already hopped off for
TORCH-~the 68th Observation Group's P~39 squadrons were delayed
on this account., lbreover, the Airacobras required either still
air or teil winds for the flight to Africa~-head winds wmnly
prevailed in the area between Portugal and the Azores. Not until
27 Decenber was the 8lst Group ready to move down into Africa;
the New Year passed before the flrst planes of the 350th took

off kb
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The Paratroop Task Force. One of the most audacious features
of the TORCH plan was the use of paratroops sgainst the airdromes
at Oran., In charge of preparations was Col. Villiam C. Bentley.
Colonel Bentley had been air attache in Italy in 1941 and sub-
sequently military and air attache at Tangier. In the latter
capacity he had traveled extensively in Horth Africa. On 5
September after conferences with Ib, Col. Edson D. Raff, command-
ing the 24 Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry and Col. Ray Dunn,
then CO of the 51lst Troop Carrier Wing, Colonel Bentley submitted
recommendations for the organization of an air transport-paratroop
team. On 12 Septenber the Parabtyoop Task Force was formed.
fAissigned to Colonel Bentley as GO were the 2d Babtialion, 503d
Parachute Infantry and the 60th Troop Carrier Group. In line
with Colonel Benbley's recommendation, a service debachment was
to be assigned to the Force by G-1, AFHJ, to take over housekeep~
ing dut:‘t.es.h6

The 60th Troop Carrier Group was one of three subsequently
assigned to the Twelfth Air Force as the 5lst Troop Carrier Uing
under Col, P, L, Williams., Vith the 64th Troop Carrier Group,
it vas destined for air transport in the Oran area, the 62d to go
to Casablanca. The first ground echelon of the 60th had arrived
at Gourock on 10 June., By the end of the month its C-47's
began hauling personnel of the VIII Fighter Command to FEngland
over the northern sir route. On 26 July ILi. Col. A. J. Russel
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Malone, Group CO, assumed command of Chelveston airdrome, whence

o . the 60th moved to Aldermaston or 7 Augus’o.m

Colonel Bentley was directed to coordinate the training of
the elements of his force, to assist in the prepa.rai’;ion of opera~
tional plans, and to transport the paratroops to the combat zone.
After the paratroops were dropped, their control was to pass to
the paratroop commander. Planes of the 60th flew alwost daily
from Aldermaston to Ramsbury for training with the paratroops,
but Colonel Bentley, of necessity, spent his time in Iondon in
conferences at AFHQ.L‘S

The early plans for the use of paratroops enticipated the
employment of the Norfolk Group Plan, but since Oran figured in
the finel invasion, the preparations of the Paratroop Task Ferce
were not interrupted. In the hangars at La Senia airdrome, sbout
two miles south of the city, was the bulk of the French fighter
strength in the area. Tafarsoui, sbout six miles south and east
of Oran, possessed a paved rumnvay and taxistrip. Paratroops were
to drop &t H-hour, D-day, on both airdromes, destroy or neutralize
the French aircraft, and hold Tafaraoui unbil the arrival of
troops from the beachhead. The paratroops dropped at La Senis,

after completing their task, were to move to join the principal

. force in the defense of 'ra.fars.cm:i..l"9
. To guide the C-A7's to Africe—~to a landfall in the vieinity
T of Lourmel, about 30 miles west of Oran--it was planned to utilize
T — — rw T Taln
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the British fleet which would be ¢losing in on the city on D-day.
HHS Alvnbank, en antiaircraft ship, was to transmit M/F ¥/T
homing signals as from an Italian marine radio beacon. The
destroyer Antelope was to keep lisbening watch, commence trans-
mitting if Alynbank's transmissions failed; the headquerters ship
Lorgs and Alynbank were instructed to keep an additional receiving
watch, as was Gibralter, for messages from the leader of the transit
aircraft. Alynbank was to begin her homing signals an hour before
the estimated time of arrival of the C-47's at Tafaracui. In
addition, Alynbank was supplied with a visual air homing beacon
to be used when RDF had detected the C-A7's within 20 miles. At
least one further aid to navigation was provided: a secret radio,
BANTAY, evidently set up in the vieinity of Oran by an American
operative.5o

At one point in the TORCH preparations, a paratroop operation
had also been preojected for the Port Lyautey airdrome in Lioreccco.
On 3 October, AFHQ indicated that additionel paratroops had been
ordered to England for this purpose, but warned General Fatton
that their employment depended upon early arrival and the availe~
bility of trensport aircraft. Every effort was to be made to have
the force readied by D=day. Less than a week later, however, the
plan was abandoned because of the lack of training of the air
transport groups, and the impossibility, in the short time befors
D-day, of conducting coordinated training of the pilots znd para-

troops. Hvidently, the latter Exad, at that date, not yet left
o ﬁ‘%&—'@hﬁfﬁ'
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the United States. General Pation, convinced of the importance

- . of early seigzure of the airdrome, requested that one-half

battalion of elther parstroops or airborne infantry already in

" England be assigned to the project. However, AFHQ refused to

divert any airborne units from tasks already assigned. 51

The 3lst and 52d Fighter Groups at Gibraltar, Gibraltar
played an important part in the invasion of North Africa.

General Eisenhover arrived at the Rock on § November to direct
the operation from the AFH] command post in its tunnels; General
Doolittle came in on the next day after a brush with four JU-E3's
in the Bay of Biscay; out of its airdrome came cover for the
convoys and the initial striking force of land-based aircraft.

In the Conmbined Chiefs of Staff meebting on 24 July, Sir
Charles Portal had remarked that the RAF might be able to assist
the Casablanca landing from Gibraltar where the presence of
British aireraft would raise less suspiclon of "impending opera~
tions in the neighborhood." On 28 September Alr Commodore A. P. .
Sanders, with Brig. Gen. Howard A. Craig air adviser to AFHQ,

- 1laid down the capabilities of Gibraltar. The Air Ministry had
been advised that the maximum number of single-seater aircraflt
which could be erected, tested, and made available for flight

v to captured Horth African airdromes by D+2 was 220. Of these,
not more than 175 could be dispatched on D-day, without seriously

- interfering with other RAF squadrons stationed at Gibraltar per-

forming essential navsl cooperation tasks, HNinety RAF Spitfires
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and Hurricenes and 130 USAAT Spitfires were to be rsady on D-day,

with en additional 48 Allied plenes ready to fly off by D+l 22

The decision to commit these planes on D=day lay with AFHQ,
after consideration of situstion reports and consulbtation with
the two air commsnders, General Doolittle and Air Marshel ilelsh.
Further reinforcements for the Eastern Air Command would be
readied et Gibraltar after D+4. The 160 USAAF Spitfires to be
staged through the Rock comprised the 3lst and 52d Fighter Groups.
Although, theoretically, some of these planes could have been
used in the Casablanca area--a "Spitfire Detachment,™ probably
a maintenance echelon, was listed for the Western Task Force on
2 October~-the movement plans called for the 3lst Figater Group
to go to Oran on D+2, There is some evidence that a previous
assignment of the 52d to Casablanca was shifted when the 33d
Fighter Group was allocated to the Western Task Force.>>

The 3lst and 52d had come to Zngland as part of the BOLERD
movement and, comparabtively speaking, were among the veterans of
the Twelfth Air Force, meaning that they had had some training
end experience with the RAF, The 3kst had trained on P-39's in
the United States and it was originally planned that it would teke
its aircraft, equipped with belly-tanks, to England over the
northern air route., After the group reached the northeastern
concentration area st Grenier Field, New Hampshire, it was

wm,

decided to send the air echelon to England by ship. The air
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echelon arrived at Atcham on 25 June and begen training with
Spitfires. On 1 August the squadrons were farmed out to the
following British airdromes for tactical experience: Biggin
Hill, Kenley nesr London, and Vest Hampnelt in Sussex. During
the next three months, the 31lst participated in numnercus RAF
operations, including the serial battle over Dieppe in which
the first enemy aircraft to be destroyed by USAAF aircraft out
of Great Britain was brought dowvm on 19 August by Lt. Samel F.
Junkin. ZEarly in October, the group was transferred to the
Twelfth Air Force.

The background of the 524 was similer. It abandoned its
P~39's in the United States and was trained at Eglinton in North
Ireland by the RAF, the Spits proving more to the pilots' liking
than the less maneuverable P=39's. The group was further
strengbhened by the assignment of 22 Eagle Squedron pilots. After
some operational experience under RAF tutelage, the 3lst was
also given over to the Twelfth,o¥

At Gibraltar, the Spitfires were assembled as they were un-
loaded regardless of their allotment to the British or the Twelfth
Air Force. Intelligence and wesbher perscnnel arrived at ths
Rock to brief the pilots, 300 of whom were present on D-day. The
pilots of the 52d had left Goxhill, Lincolnshire, for Gibraltar

via Padgate on 23 October., Those of the 31lst arrived at Gibraltar

CORFDENTAL
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The 33d Fighter Group., Air support for the Viestern Task
Force was initially the task of U. S. Navy carrier-borne aviation.
However, early in September, a plan was put forth to bring Army
pursuit to Horoceo on a carrier and catapult them afier the air-
drome at Port Lyautey had been taken by sub-task force GOALPOST.

For this purpose, on 5 September, General Doolitile reguested
the 33d Fighter Group. This unit, however, was committed to the
Middle Zast end the matter came up before the U, S. Joint Chiefs
of Staff on the Bth, at which time General Armold opposed the
diversion on the grounds that the TORCH area could initially
support only a limited number of air units. The Joint Chiefs
of Staff decided to recommend to the Combined Chiefs of Staff
that the 33d be diverted, but agreed that General Arnold should
endeavor to obbain the "informsl concurrence” of the British Chiefs
of Staff,

Sir Charles Portal's reaction, as expressed on 10 September,
was negebive, agreeing with General Armold's contention that
danger existed of too many units piling up in Africa in the
initial stages of the operation. It was decided that General
Fisenhower!s opinion would be sought, General Doolittle to explain
the importance of the diversion upon his arrival in London. The
British Chiefs of Staff remained in opposition, General Eisenhower

and General Clark had earlier expressed misgivings about the

_ transfier, but General Doolittle evidently was able to change the

"D

IR SR CONFIDENTYA

Nl T r
TEEREL SECURITY IMFORM A TN
"THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

—

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Allied chieftain's mind. On 19 September, General Eisenhower
agreed that the 33d should go to Casablanca. He stressed, however,
that the fortunes of TORCH would be aided by air superiority in
BEgypt and hoped thet P-40's could be sent quickly to the Middle
Bast. TIn conformity with General Eisenhower's cable, the 33d was
assigned to General Patton's force on 19 September, O

Activated in January 1941, the 33d had perticipated in the
air defense of the U, S, East Coast upon the onset of the war.

In Uay 1942, at the time of the Japanese attack on Uidway, two of
its squadrons had also conducbed air defense operations on the
Vest Coast under Col. {now Maj. Gen.) Zlwood R. Quesada. The
first complete organization to be formed under the "parent and
satellite" plan, the 33d in its turm had been parent to the 32i4th,
325th, and 327th Fighter Groups. In the latter part of June 1942,
Maj. (n;)w Col.) William Vi, lomyer became group commander.5?

Other hurdles intervened before the 334 finally salled to
bLfrica, The use of the group in the assault had been predicated
on the availability of the auxiliary aireraft carrier Charger.

In casting up their carrier contingent for TORCH, U. S. Havy
authorities considered thet the Ranger and the suxiliary carriers

Santee, Sangamon, and Charger represented the minimum requirements

for the success of their part of the operation. They protested
the use of Charger for catapulting land-based planes. Althowgh

P-40E's had been successfully catapulted from ground installations
TRV ﬂﬂ%w
SECURRYY iyl ﬂ
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at the naval airfield at Philadelphia, naval experts doubted that
the P=AQF could stand the strain. They pointed out that soms of
their own specially constructed aircraft had "done nose dives
into the drink for no apparent reason.®

Morsover, the Navy contended that the P-40's could not add
weight to the initial assault, unless employed in a sacrifice
role, i.e., before an airdrome had been secured. In its view,
either Navy planes should be used on Charger or the P40 pilots
should be given intensive training in catapulting at the naval
airfield in Philadelphia.58

Subsequent shifts in carriers are not known in detail. The
333 Group was finally assigned to the Chenango; on 26 Septeumber
General Doolittle was concerned over whether she would be ready
on time. He indicated that some Spitfires could be made available
for General Cannon, but preferred the P-40's to either the Spits
or the P=39'g of the 8lst Fighter Group because the Spits could
not be used for dive-bombing and the experience level of the
#1st was not as high as that of the 33d.

Reportedly, Chenango could accommodate only 56 of the 77
P-40's ready for her. An effort was made by Generals Patton and
Doolittle to obtain the auxiliary carrier Suwannee to take the

balance, . However, the final carrier force met the needs of both

“the Navy and the XII Air Support Command. Besides the Ranger, the

Sangamon, Santee, and Suwsnnee carried navel aviation to the

assanlt, Suwannee, on her shakedown cruise, hav:.ng replaced
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Charger. The records indicate that all 77 P~)0's finally erossed
the Atlantic 2board the Chenanpgo, and in the second convoy to
Casablanca sailed the British auxiliary carrier Archer with 35
more P=40's as replacements.59

The Air Movement to Africa. Other than the 334, 52d, and

3lst Fighter Groups, it was imtended thab the bulk of the initial
Twelfth Air Force aircraft would £ly to North Africa from Great
Britain., Since RAF units were to meske the same journsy, a coordi-
nated prograem became hecessary., Over-all plans were outlined in
late October.éo

The movement was based on alrfields in southwest England under
the control of L) Group, RAF, at Gloucester, Weather and commmni-~
cabion services already existed in this area. The selected air-
dromes were to be protected by special arrangements made by
Fighter Command, RAF. The air officer commanding, 44 Group, Air
Harshal Kingston-ticCloughry, was charged with dispatching British
aircraft for the lastern Air Command. Arrangements for the dis-
pateh of Twelfth Air Force units were the responsibility of the
Commsnding General, VIIL Fighter Command, Brig. Gen. Frank O'D,
Hunter. General Hunter, with a staff, was to operate at 44 Group
Headguarters in Gloucester.

The channels established for the dispateh of aireraft were
as follows: req.ues-bs originating with the Twelfth Air Force and

the Bastern Air Cormand were to be signalled to command post, AFH

at Gibraltar and thence to Re nelon, AFHQ, London.
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of conflict between the requirements of the two air forces, the
decision lay with General Eisenhower. Rear Zchelon, AFHQ, in~
formed 44 Group daily of dispatches for the following day and
probable dispatches for the next four days., The squadrons con~
cerned would be contacted by 44 Group and by VIII Fighter Command,
in the case of American units. The command post at Gibraltar,
the Rear Hehelon, AFHQ, and Headguarters, Eighth Air Force were
to be informed of dispateches actually effected. Arrivals in the
theater would be reported back by the Twelfth and the Eastern Alr
Command.

Plans for the movement of Twelfth Air Force units were es-
tablished in a letter from the VIII Fighter Command to Eighth Air
Force on 17 October., Portreath, Predannock, Hurn, Chivenor, St.
BEval, Davidstow, and Trebelzue were the staging fields; alrcraft
were to be concentrated at least four days in advance to avoid
delay from weather in other parts of England, P~38's and P-39's
were Lo stage through Chivenor, Portreath, and St. Eval; A-20's
through Portreath and Predannock; B-26'g through St. Eval and
Chivenor; and B=25's through St. Eval, Chivenor, and Portreath.
The C-)7's of the Paratroop Task Force were scheduled to leave
from Hurn, although acturlly they jumped off from Predannock and
St. fval.

Aircraft were to be dispatched only on order of the U. 3.

Controller at Gloucester. A subordinate U, S. controller vas

RESERICT T~ COMFDEyT,
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assigned to each airdroms to work with the RAF at that sbtation.
-— . The 5lst Troop Carrier Wing, Twelfth Air Force was responsible
for repair facilities for transports shuttling between Africa and
- Zngland., Selected ground echelons of the Twelfth were to be
concentrated and organized into transport loads at Ibsley, to
depart from Hurn as requested. The VIII Air Force Service
Command was to assigh maintenance and supply personnel at the
various fields and erect a small supply depot at Trebelzue.
Hessages regarding the mpvement of aircraft were coded
VIIIAIN and of six types. From Eastern Air Command and the
Twelfth Air Force came “Forecast VILLAIN® messages, Teadying
aircraft in Bngland, "Request VIIIAINs," and “Arrival VILIAINs.®
From Headquarters 44 Group, Gloucester, went '"Warning VILEAINs,"
indicating airecraft ready to leave, "Delay VILLAINs," correcting
the Mjarnings," and finally "Departure VILLiINs." In response
to YRoubine" calls aircraft would be cleared in good weather;
to "Urgent! calls, in questionzble weather; {o '"Emergency" calils,
in unfaversble westher. In the latter circumstances, loss was

- expected.
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Chapter III
THZ LANDINGS IN KRORTH AFRICA

Qran

The Twelfth Air Foroe's role in the initisl operations against
the three French African porits was, in the aggregate, a minor one.
Air support for the Rastern Assault Force which took Alglers on
D-day was in the cf:arge of the Royal Navy's Fleet Air Arm and the
Reyal Air Force. In thfa more stiffly-.contested operations at
Oran and Cssablanca, carrier-borne aviation, in the nature of
the case, furnished a major part of the air offensive.

.
betwzen Casablanca and Oran, USAAF participation in the latter

As

action was more significant.

About 250 miles east of Gibralter, where the MHediterraneen is
5till narrow, lies Oran, a town of bout 200,000. Its port is
excsllent and together with that of Mers-el-hebir, three miles
westward across the bhay, was of prime importance in the occupation
of Worth Africa. Besides Tafarasoui and La Senia, several landing
grounds were in the vieinity: Oggaz, Saint Denis du Sig, Fleurus,
and Lourmel.

The defense of Oran was facilitated by the general steepness
of the adjacent coast and by the chain of salt marshes in the

hinterland which reduced the ares over which sn invader could
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come st the city. Numerous batteries manned by naval personnel-—-
certain to resist because of their antipathy toward the British—-
protected the seaward approaches. Of the 50,000 troops permitted
Algeria by the Franco-German Armistice, an estimated 10,000 were
in the area of the planned American landings. Vith reinforcementis
fron Mostagenem and lascara to the east and from Tlemcen end
Sidi-kel-Abbes, headquerters of the Foreign Legion, to the south
and westward, it was calculated thab this force could be bullt

up to nearly 18,000 on the first day and to over 21,000 on the
second., The arms and morsle of the troops, however, made prolonged
resistance unlike‘j_y.l

French air strength, the majority based at La Senia, was es-
timated ab about 55 fighters and 40 bombers. The fighters,
Dewoitine 520's, were inferior to comparable Allied aireraft.

The bombers comprised Douglas's, Glenn Martin 167's, and Potez
63's, none first class, At Oran were also a number of naval
torpedo tombers, while possible Axis effort from Sardinia was
placed at 10 bombers daily.

Exact composition of French naval units at Oran was evidently
unknown prior to the arrival of the assault forces. The escort
vessel Surprise and the destroyers Iyphon, Epervier, Iramontane,
and Tornade were put out of action on 8 and 9 November and three
submarines were among the vessels damaged by the French before

the city cepitulated.®

omerronominsy  CONFIDENTIAL
AR TR

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

—

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

M

D i "\E\\.-
T COWRDERY

Srtne
Against the French establishment at Oran was pitted the
- . Center Task Force—Dritish naval elements and American ground
and air force troops. In command of British fleet units, the
- Genter Naval Task Force, was Corwodore Thomas Troubridge, Royal
Navy. Maj. Gen. Lloyd R. Fredendall, U. S, Army, was entrusted
with the Center Task Force proper. Under his command were II
forps troops: 1lst Infanbtry Division, lst Ranger Battalion, and
Combat Command B of the lst Armored Division.
Commodore Troubridge disposed of the headquerters ship Largs;
the battleship Rodney; the carrier Furious; the auxiliary carriers
Biter and Dagher; the A4 ships Delhi and Alynbank; the light

cruisers Aurora and Jamaica; and two ex~U. S. Coast Guard cutbers

Walney and Hartland which were detailed for operation RESERVIST.

In addition, there were various destroyers, corvettes, mine-

sweepers, trewlers, snd obher craft., On Furious were 24 Seafires

and 9 Albacores; on Biter, 15 Hurricanes; and on Dasher, 9

Hurricanes.3

The Center Task Force was dirscted to assault and capture

- Oran and its airdromes and prepare, in conjuncbion with the
Vestern Task Force, land and air striking forces to secure
Spanish Moroeco, if this proved necessary. It was respoasible
for the establishment and maintenance of communications with the
Vestern and Eastern Task Forces. Rapidity of action was considered
-7 essential for it was expected that if Oran held out for some time

French resistznce would stiffen and Axis airborne troops might
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intervene., The Comnanding General of the Center Taslt Force, once
cormmand had passed from the senior British naval officer, had
control of all ground, air, and service units assigned to the
Center Task Force., The command chamnel was from 0G, CTF to CG,
1st Infantry Division, GG, Combat Codmmend B, lst Armored Division,
and (G, Oran Air Force, Col. Lauris Norstad, A~3 of the Twelfth
Air Force, went to Oran on the heedquarters ship, in charge of
all Twelfth Air Force operabtions until the arrival of General
Toolittle.

The Allied plans contemplated a convergence on Oran from
beaches ecash and west of the city, the advance from the beach-
heads supported by units of the British fleet, HUS Walney and

Hartland, formerly Secbage and Pontchartrain, manned by the Royal

Havy and carrying special United States and British personnel,

were to enter Oran harbor flying the American flag above the

Union Jack, Their objeet was threefold: to capture the batberies

at Fort Lamoune and Cap Blanc, capture and hold the wharves, board

and hold the merchantmen in the harbor to prevent their s;a.’raotzatge.5
Landings were to take place in three main areas, to the east

and west of the steep shores of Oran Bay. WVesternmost was X beach,

consisting of tw bays—-llersat Bou Zedjar and Moul ¢l Bahar.

Still west of Gran lay Y beach, st Les Andalouses. Z beach

was at the towm of Arzeu, 25 miles east of Oran. The lst

Infantry Division, less detachments, with service and antia.ircraft
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troops had been orgenized into three regimental combat teams.
Two of these HCT's were to land in Arzea Bazy and the third at
Les Andslouses to cepture Oran by a double envelopment from the
Northeast and West. One mobile column of Conbat Commend B, lst
Armored Division, would come in ab Arzeu after a beachhead was
established. The second column was destined for the Mersat Bou
Zedjar area. Tafaraoui and La Senia constituted the primary
objectives of the armor; upon their capbure Combast Command B was
to assault Oran from the south.6

Lo Senia likewise attracted the tender ministrations of
British carrier-based planes. MNaval operation orders of 1i
October specified that at first light on D-day & dozen Seafilres,
the carrier version of the Spitfire, would attack any aircraft
airborne and dispersed at the airdrome, while simultaneously 9
Albacores, escorted by 12 Hurricanes, were to dive-bomb its
hangars. Until relieved by the Twelfth Air Force, the Fleet Air
Arm was also responsible for the protection of the convoys and
the assault forces, the support of the American army, and for
tactical reconnaissance as requirad.7

The Twelfth Air Foree began its participation in TORCH with
the take-off from TLand's Hnd of the parabtroop-laden U-47's of the
60th Troop Carrier Group. Although the mission was to be a
failure, ibs participants toiled mightily to retrieve the situo-—
tion, The earlier plans contemplated that at H-hour the 24
Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry, would be dropped to destroy

T2
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or neubtralize French aircraft at both La Senia and Tafaraoui, hold
- . the latter until beachhead troops arrived, and cut communications
to the south and west of Oran, One hundred and forty paratroops
- were to be employed at La Senia, who after demaging planes and
communications would move to aid the principal force in securing
Tafaraoui. The CO, Parachube Infentry Battalion, would command
the defense of Tafaracul uantil the advent of armored un:i.t;s.8
However, on 22 October General Clark had undertaken his
famous, and what one correspondent called "Oppenheimish," mission,
lending from a submarine near Oran to confer with Robert Murphy
and pro-Allied Frenchmen. Assurances were given that American
troop—carriers could land unopposed at Oran and that French
forces in the Bone area would offer no resistance. As these
assurances oifered the attractive opportunity of a rapid move-
pent towards Tunisia, Allied Force Headquarters prepared to ex-
ploit the situation. The loaded transports were to land at La
Senia and be ready for a tlight to Bone airdrome and a subsequent
jump in Tunisia.’
- On 3 Novewber the Paratroop Task Force was ordered to proceed
to St. Eval and Predannock, the take-off airdromes. Only 4 out
of 39 C-A7's were ready for the trip end as the weather was bad
none were dispatched. Most of the transports lingered ab
Burtonwood and Langford Lodge, undergoing necessary modifice~

~ tions. The secrecy of the mission did not permit assigning high

priorities to the readying of the aircratt. As a result the
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last seven did net arrive ab,the deparbure points until D=1,
7 Novemher. Briefing for the mission was therefore rather
sketchy.

The 60th was on the alert and standing by for teke-cff when
at 1625 instructions were received to carry out '"peace! plan
rather than "war? plan. The planes were, therefore, to land
at La Senia after daylight, instead of dropping the parachutists
at H-hour—Q0100, 8 Noverber. Thereupon, signsl was flashed to
Fibralbtar giving the new estimsted time of arrival over the
radio ship snd the Paratrocp Force prepared for assembly over
Portreath at 2200 for the long 1,250-mile journey to Algeria.lo

The 39 C-47's were divided inte four flights, A, B, C, and
D, transporting, respectively, I, Headguarters, B, and F Companies
of the 5034 Parachute Infantry, aliogether, 3% officers and 492
men. Flight A with 9 C-47's and flight B with 10 took off from
5t. Eval; flights C and D, each wvith 10 aireraft, departed from
Predannock, Leading the four flights were Colonel Bentley,

Lt. Col, T, J. Schofield, CO of the 60th, aj. J. A. Tobler,

and Haj. F. H. Sherwood, respectively. Vhile RAF Spitfires and
Beaufighters patrolled overhead, the force assembled one mile
west of Porftreath in clear but misty weather, the flights inter-
ningling to some extent, and set course initislly for the Seilly
Islands. Shortly, bad weathsr and the burning oub of formation
lights caused the flights to disintegrate, some aircraft pro-

coeding individually. Videly ssparated, the 60th crossed Spain
%n-—‘——"‘j -":-: . o
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at about 10,000 feet, passing close to Madrid. Near the southern
- . coast, Spanish antiszircraft guns opened on some of the planes.
Colonel Bentley in the lead ship had begun to transmit homing
- signals, in accordance with the plan to home on each squadron
commander!s plane, but many of his pilots could not receive the:n.ll
Over the Mediterranean solid cloud conditions were encountered.
The C-47's attempted to home on the ship off Cap Figalo and on the
secret radio. However, the operator of the labtier had not been
informed of the change to peace plan and ceased transmission
when no planes had arrived at the earlier ETA prescribed by war
plan. Ths homing ship transmitted on 460 kilocycles instead of
the planned 440; some of the pilots could not make sense out of
its signals., The rest of the story is largely that of individual
planes as the formabion by the time it arrived over Africa was
hopelessly scrambled.
At daylight Sunday, 8 Wovember, Colonel Bentley, accompanied
by a group of his transports, was circling a lighthouse north
of Melilla in Spanish Meoroceo., To ascertain his position, he
- landed and interrogabed some Arabs., On arriving in the viecinity
of Oran, the flight encountered 12 C=)7's just south of Lourmel
on the dry bed of the Sebkra 4d' Cran, the largest of the salt
. lakes ringing the port. These ships radioed that they had been
‘ . attacked by French aircraft and none had reached La Senia where
: antiaircraft had gone into operation at their approach. Four

others had been forced dovm on the Sebkra by Dewoitine fighters
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which afterwards strafed them. The paratroopers, under fire,

” . had taken up defensive positions on the lake bed and Colonel
Raff requested that thoss in Bentley's group be jumped to join
his force.

N After dropping his passengers, Colonel Bentley proceeded on
a reconnaissance of La Senia. Forcaidown by motor trouble, he
was taken prisoner by the French and on his way to liisserghine
negotiated the surrender of a planeful of paratrcopers who, with
the aircrew, were dug in on another part of the Sebkra under
comasnd of laj. C. J. Galligan. This party was surrounded by
French who were endeavoring to confine the Americans in their
defensive position without molesting them. ¥ith about 400
British and Americans, including the surviwvors of the Walney
and Hartland, these mesmbers of the Paratroop Task Force were
courteously incarcerated in Oran, spending the next day, Londay,
watching from the prison walls the progress of the battle on the
heights sbove Hers—el-Kebir.

Back on the Sebkra, Colonel Raff received a radio to teke
his paratroops overland to La Ssnia. An attempt totaxi the

. C-47's in the direction of the airdrome was foiled by mud. The
parabroops hed becn sent off on foot and personnel of the 60th

-7 had prepyared to defend their aircraft when a message directed

. Colonel Raff to proceed to Tafaraouil which by this time was in
American hands. All C-47's took off; five were detailed to pick

up the paratroops on the way to La Senia. Giith {oops on board,

IR o)
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three of these planes were attacked and shot down by Dewoitines.
- . '“'Some time passed before all the planes of the 60th were
accounted for, unfamiliar British navigating equipment having
added to the confusion of the pilots, Twenty-five planes landed
on the Sebiara and subseguently proc(;eded to Tafaraoui. !Three
landed in Spanish Morocco and were interned; two others landed
in Spanish Morceco, refusled and flew to Casablanca where they
worked for the Western Task Force. Four had been shot dowm and
strafed on their arrival over the Sebkra; one landed 20 niles
northeast of Tafaraoui; another pilol dropped in at Gibraltar
without enough gas to taxi off the runway, Three other planes
were scatbered over the Sebkra, In the opinion of many of the
pilots, the results would have been worse if war plan, entailing
2 jump or landing at night, had been carried out.
Vihile the Paratroop Taesk Force had been winging its way dowm
to Africa, the Center Task Force, which had left dngland on
25 October, had been standing in to Oran, ignorant of the welcone
fortheoming from the French. The defenders had been alerted
the previous morning by reports from aerial reconnaissance, bubt
the alert was abandoned as the convoy passed Oran, in the belief
that its destination was Algiers or Italy. In the moonless night,
. the Allied armada slipped back and took positions. Hehour was
. set for OLOO.
The assault went generally according to plan. AL Arzeu

harbor two compenies of Rangers landed at 0055 hours and by 0745

7 __,nvl - N
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resistance had been sufficiently diminished that lst Infaniry
Division troops were able to occupy the towm in force. Saint-
Cloud, on the road to Oran, blocked further progress by the
doughboys. The third RCT of the lst Division came in unopposed
at Les Andalouses. French artillery, however, denied them
Djebel Mourdjadjo, commanding Oran and Hers-el-Kebir., The
viestern column of Combat Command B, after considerable difficulty
in finding the beach, lended at Mersat Bou Zedjar and Moul el
Bzhar; by mid-morning a reconnaissence company took Lourmel, In
the afternoon, the advance was held at Misserghine, west of La
Senia. In the early morning darkness, the gsllant foray of
Yalney and Hartland into Oran harbor had ended in disaster, victinm
of the expectation that the French would offer only token resis-
tance. Offshore, the British fleet beat back sorties by French
destroyers while Rodney duelied intermittently with stubborn
coastal batteries.lz

The second colum of Conbabt Command B passed through the 1st
Division beachhead at Arzeu, assembled at the village of Saint-
Leu to the south, and dashed for Sainte-Barbe-du-Tlelat and
Tafaraoni. Towards noon of D-day, it secured the airdrome after
a short, sharp fight. The way was now open for aerial reinforce-
ment of the Center Task Forece, heretofore relying on the Fleet
Air Arm. The advanced command post of the Twelfth Air Force
ordered two squadrons of the 3lst Group in from Gibraltar. At

1540 hours 2l Spitfires, the 308th and 309th Sguadrons, left

| seeRss SECURITY IMEOREATION
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Gibraltar under Lt. Col. J. R. Hawkins and arrived at Tafaraoui
at 1700 hours. Four planes, believed to be Hurricanes, were
doing lazy eights overhead. The 308th had landed and the 309th
wag coming in when the supposed Eurricanes, actually Dewoitines,
attacked. One Spitfire pilot was shot down and killed. Thres
of the Spits which had not yet landed flew against the Dewoitines,
bringing down three of the four., The French fighters were
plainly no match for the Spitfire.V.->

Yhen the two squadrons of the 3lst Group. arrived on the
scene in the afternocon of D-day, the French air strength was
leargely crippled. This was the work of the Fleet Air Arm. At
La Senia, Albacores had delivered an effective attack on the
hangars, coming in gallantly without the planned Hurricans escort.
Dewoitines lay in wait and eight of the Albacores did not return
to the carrier.u’

On the morning of 9 November, after the African night had

rungto the Ameriecsn challenge, "Heigh-ho Silver'—reply, "Awa-a—y"——

the French air force made a farewell gesture when a single bomber
dropped & lane borb on Tafaracul, damaging one of the C-47's
vhich had flown in from the Sebkra the provious day. The 3lst
Group had a flight in the zir but darikness prevented the Spitfires
from intercepting the low-flying Frenchmen. Ground observers

could see both the fighters and their intended prey, yet in the
absence of radio equipment could not direct the Spits. Before

neon, the French planes ab La Senia had left for Lloroeco. Two

- e By U ﬁ?:_‘g‘
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echelong of the ground personnel of the 3lst rolled inte Tafarzoui
by motor convoy as the field was being shelled by the everlasting
French 75's; these troops arrived from Arzeu where they had dis-
embarked the previous day. They managed to keep the Spitfires
in the air thereafter, by dint of improvisation and use of French
ammunition and gasoline supplies.15 *
The aircraft based at Tafarsoul rendered important support
to the enbattled Americans around Oran, who were encountering
unezpectedly stubborn resistance. A few minutes after dawn on
9 November, three Spits on reconnaissance patrol southward towards
Sidi-bel-Abbes observed a large force with many trucke moving
northward against Taferaoui. A continuing series of attacks,
enduring four to five hours, was maintained against the column,
which turned out to be the famous Foreign Legion advancing to
the aid of its comrades at Oran. The light French tarnks were
pitiful opposition for the Spits' 20-mm, cannon. At least five
were destroyed, together with numercus trucks, before the dis-
couraged column turned southward, after which it was not further
molested, In this connection, the Spitfires' avtack probably
prevented French recapture of Tafarsoul, which was uncovered by
Conbat Command B's assault on La Senia. The troublesome 75's,
which had intermittently shelled Tafaraoui from a hill two and a
helf miles away, were silenced by two flights of the 3lst Group

which effectively strafed the position, shortly ailterward

ceptured by light tanks}i_%
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Seventeen missions, totalling 45 sorties, were flowm against
various French targets on 9 November and close liaison maintained
with Combat Command B. At 1605 hours, General Doolittle and his
staff flew in from Gibraltar in a B-l17, escorted by a dozen Spits
of the 524 Fighter Group.l7

On 9 Hovember, out to the northeast of Tafaraoui, the 1lst
Divigion began to bypass the French hedgehog at Saint-Cloud, but
its 18th Combat Team was still pinned against the mountains west
of Mers-el-Kebir. Conbat Command B made more progress. Its
western arm bypassed lMisserghine by routing its armor through
the soft ground at the edge of the Sebkra and eracked the defenses
of La Senia. Once junction had been made between the two armored
wings, the fate of Oran was decided, failing a resort to the
barricades in the city itself .18

French resistance ceased around Oran at 1416 hours on 10
Hovember while apmistice negotiations got underway. The Spitfires
from Tafarasout continued to escorht convoys, execube tactlcal
reconnaissance, and support the ground forces, but their ac-
tivities were not as successful as on the 9th., ZInemy alrcrafb
were novhere to be seen, French ground forces paid more attention
to dispersal and concealment. Fewer profitable targets were to
be found., The performance of the airmen during the brief opera-
tion had been generally good. !aj. Gen. Terry Allen tendered the
Zist a letter of commendation on behalf of the 1lst Division., In

two instances, friendly tanks were strafed by Spitfires. The
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tanks were unhermed, but two alrcraft were shot down. This re-

sulted in a course in mutual identification for Spitfire pilots
and troops of the arnpred div:i.s:mn.l9

hircraft losses during the three-day battle had been moderate.
Besides the Spitfire which fell to the Dewoitines over Tafaraoui
on D-day, four fighters were lost to ground fire-~two to friendly
guns, Two obher Spitfires sustained accidents in taxiing and
six planes of the 52d Group ran out of gas en route to Oran,
On 10 Hovember only about 20 of the C-47's of the 60th were
operational after the dispersal of the Paratroop Task Force and
the landings in the Sebkra, Algeria was now secure and the
door open to aerial reinforcement for the campaign developing

to the East.<0

Cassblanca

Casablanca is situated on a coast peculiarly inhospitable
to seaborne invasion. Its modern port, the chief objective of
the Vestern Task Force, is artificial, formed by two jotties.
The surrounding littoral features shallow rivers, long shelving
beaches, rocky outcrops, and "considerable tidal rise and fall,."
Even in good weather .high surf and swell commonly occur. These
conditions were held in some quartsrs to prohibit a landing—
and certain to worsen with the approach of winter. The

“mebeorological factor" of the expedition was therefore of the
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highest importance, Noroccan weather could be predicted only by
observations taken over the entire Atlantic.

To this inhospitable coast, the French had added numerous
defenses. Safi, Fedala, and Mehdia were the planned landing
points of the Vestern Task Force. At Safi, 125 miles to the
south of Casablanca, were two Navy coast defense batteries and
an army battery of three 155-mm. guns, lehdia, at the mouth of
the Sebou, boasted the Batterie Ponsot, two 138.6-mm. guns, and
the Batterie des Passes, two '75-mm., guns, Twelve miles north of
Casablanca, Fedala, normally & pleasure resort, was fortified with
four 138,6-mm,, two 100-mm., and six 75-mm. guns. Casablanca
itself was protected by powerful batteries at Zl Hank and AA
batteries in the harbor area. Moreover, thse incomplete battle-
ship Jean Bart, moored at the Mole du Commerce, coniributed four
15~-inch guns to the c¢ity's defense. lobile army artillery, 75's
and 65's, was to prove effective against the Americans. T

French land forces in lborocco, according to the Armistice
stipulations, amounted to 55,000 troops. However, German thorough-
ness had not succeeded in disarming lorocco as it had Algeria and
Tunisia. Gen. Auguste Nogues, Governor of Horocco and an assoclate
of lfarshel Lyautey, found ways of circumventing the Armistice
Commission. ‘eapons were cached; remote garriscns maintained
at full strength; on the eve of German inspections Arab troops

disappeared under the burnous, 2%
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The aerial strength of the French in the Casablanca area was
not serious, amounting to ebout 130 planes according to pre-
landing estimstes. At Casoblanca viere 26 fighters—Curtiss 75A's
and Dewoitine 520!'s~-and 15 Douglas DB-7's. A% Rabat, 60 miles
north, were based an additional 24 Curtisses and Dewoitines and
15 Liore ot Ulivier-45 (L.E.0.-45) bombers. lleknes, 70 miles
inland from Port Lyautey, boasted 13 L.H.0,-45's; Marrakech, a
like number of L.E.0.'s and, in addition, 13 Potez &3-11 recon-
naissance planes. Far down the coast at Agadir were 13 IB-7's 23

In Casablanca harbor on D-day lay the light cruiser Primaguet,
the flotilla leaders lilan, Albatros, Le llalin, 7 destroyers, 1l
submsrines, and 3 sloops, under Vice-Adm. Frix Michelier. ihat-
ever hopes held for the good will of the French land forces did
not apply here. Wlell-trained, well-equipped, thoroughly dis-
ciplined . . . leadership . . . energetic and able" aptly
characterized the French Havy in Iiorocco.‘%

The amphibious force which sailed against Morocco constituted
Task Force BOU, vith Reer Adm. Henry K. Hewitt, USN, in command.
Admiral Hewitt's navy contingent was formidsble by 1942 standeids.
It included the battleships MNassachusetts, Hew York, and Texas;

the cruisers Wichita, Tugealoosa, Cleveland, Aususta (the flagship),

Philadelphia, Brooklyn, and Savannah, besides destroyers, oilers,
and minelayers. The Ranger carried 54 FAF-4's—Grumman iiildcats'——
and 18 SBD!'s~-"Dauntless" dive-bombers. g amon had 9 TBF's-—
%ﬁ HU'B'S—L CO:‘%’H DE WTT
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Grumman "“Avengers'--9 SBD's, and 12 Fhl-4's. On Sgntee were 9
TBF's, 9 SBD's, and 12 F4F-4's; on Suvannee, 9 TBFts and 30
F4F-4's. These carriers made up the air group under Rear Adm.
Ernest D, Mdlhorter. WUith the convoy sailed the Chenango loaded
with the P-4OF's of the 33d Fighter Group.=2

Thirty-seven thousand ground snd air force troops, under
Yaj, Gen. George S. Patton, accompanied the Navy, the 3d and 9th
Infantry Divisions and the 2d Armored Division to bear the brunb
of the attack. The men were fresh from three weeks of landing
practice at Solomons Island in Chesapeake Ba;r.26

On 23 October Task Force HOU began to put to sea out of
Hampton Roads. The covering group, intended to combain French
naval forces at Casablanca and Dakar, where the battleship
HRichelieu was reported, had previously been sent to Casco Bay
and departed thence on 24 October to join the main body in mid-
Atlentie. The carriers joined on 28 October from Bermuda. The
armada zigzagged across the Atlantic, feinting at Dakar and
avoiding sea searches from the Canaries and the fizores. The
Contessa, loaded with gas and Alr Corps munitions and a crew
scraped from the Norfolk jails, sailed independently from Hampton
Hoads on 26 October. After 6 November, as the African coast was
neared, the naval units began to round up fishing boats and
coastal steamsrs.?’

By the night of 6-7 November, dispatches indicated that

wind and swell would decrease—the Sth of November was reportedly
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the calmest day on the Moroccan coast in 68 years—and the task
-= . force prepared for battle. On the evening of the 7th the three
attack groups proceeded to posibions off Mehdia, Fedala, and
- Safi and the covering group stood off Casablanca, 28
As defined by the TORCH outline plan the lViestern Task
Force's mission included the occupation of the port and airdromes
at Casablanca, the establishment and maintenance of communications
with Oran, and the build-up of land and air sbriking forces for
possible use asgainst Spanish Moroceo. The scheme of maneuver
was as follows: three surprise landings supported after day—
light by navel gunfirs, elimination of the enamy air forece by
surprise dawn sttacks and the securing by the end of D-day of
at least one airdrome for land-based planes.
Sub-task force BRUSHIOOD would deliver the main weight of
the sssanlt at Fedala and press southward towards Casablanca under
Maj. Gen. Jonathan W. Anderson. Almost 20,000 men were involved
in this landing, disposing of 77 light tanks. The men wers drawn
from the 3d Infantry Division and the 24 Armored Division. Under
. Haj. Gen. 8. N, Harmon, subw-task force BLACKSTONE was to go in
at Safi, capbure and secure the port and unload the tanks brought
over on the sea-train Lskehurst. BLACKSTONE was then to secure
ecrossings over the Rbia River and operate against Caszblanca from
the south, preventing the garrison there from being reinforced

-3 from Marrakech. Troops included the 47th Infantry, 9th Division,
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reinforced, and two Armored Batialion Landing Teams from the 24
s . Armored Division.
The northern attack was directed against lMehdia and the
PR airdrome at Port Lyautey by sub-task force CGCOALPOST, commanded
by Brig. Gen. Lucian K. Truscott, and mainly composed of the
Sixtieth Infantry, 9th Division, reinforced, and light armor
of the 2d Armored Division. The schedule called for the Port
Lyautey airdrome in American hands by the end of E—day.zg
According to one ac;:ount, General Nogues was forewarned of
the invasion by American sympathizers who abtempted to convince
hin that resistance was futile. He was therefore able to deploy
his forces and make some preparations against the landing. He
may have hoped for ald from the Germans via Spanish lioroceco or
from the Spanish garrisons themselves. American forces approach-
ing the shore, meanwhile, weited for definite hostile action
before "playing ball," the code signal for full atback. H-hour
was set for 04,00, three hours later than at Oran. 20
The Viestern Task Force succeeded in effecting a landing on
» a coast vhere expert military opinion believed no landing possible
because of the unfavorzble surf =nd heaches., Ashore, its opera-
tlons were more protracted than expected., By 1300 hours on
8 November, the greater part of the French fleet which had
sortied from Casablanca had been annihilated by the Covering

- Group of the naval task force. The French coast artillery,
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however, was a harder nub to crack and some of it was still able
to fire after the French had swrrendered, despite the expenditure
of a good deal of the ammunition of the American fleet, >t

Algiers capitulated on D-day itself; Oran’gave in on D+2;
Cassblenca held out until D+3. General Patton's position on
the evening of 10 November was described as "unpleasant, if not
precarious." Many of the American officers were extremely
pessimistic. The Jean Bart and the coastal batteries still roared
defiance; it seemed that Casablanca and other oroececan cities
would have to be stormed and garrisoned. However, the operation,
like the singed cab, was better than it looked. The fall of Oran
sealed Casablanca's fate, since the French could not resist with-
out further supplies the attack certain to come from Oran.>>

The landing at Safi went smoothly with the aid of some ex-
tremely aceurate gunnery from the destroyers Hervine and Bernadou,
the erniser Philadelphis, and the battleship New York. By 1500
hours the Lekehurst was in the harbor unleoeding tanks, and the
end of D-dey sew Safi firmly in the hands of the Americans. On
9 November detachments of French coming dowvm from Harrakech were
dispersed by strafing from Santee planes and by 1P tanks from the
Lakehurst. On 11 November the 47th Infantry having been left at
Safi, the armored column was poised for an attack at Mazagan when
the Armistice intervened.

The main assauli at Fedala occasioned considerable confusion;

many units landed zt the wrong beaches; one group of four boats
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strayed into Casablanca harbor where they were unluckily dis-
covered by a French destroyer. The French, however, offered,
except for their artillery fire, only slight resistance, evidently
fighting a delaying action while fortifying the zpproaches to
Cassblanca. A coordinated attack had been planned on the city
itself on the morning of 1l November, which was barely forestalled
by the order to cease firing. On the nights of 1112 and 12.13
Hovember, a series of torpedo attacks, whether by Axis submarines
or French submersibles out of Casablanca is unknown, sank four
Lnerican transports off Feda.la.3 3

Hendia dbrought the most severe fighting of the embire opera-
tion. The consequent delay in capburing the Peort Lyautey airdrome
prevented the anticipated use of the 334 Group.

Landings were planned on both sides of the mouth of the
Sebou while the destroyer Dgllas, guided by a Fighting Frenchman,
formerly a pilot on the river, was to proceed up the river to
Port Lyautey. The landings to the nerth of the estuary were
unopposed, but the main assault, immediately south of the river,
encountered stiff resistance. French batteries straddled the
destroysr Boe and drove the transports out of range. Al least
10 French fighters began strafing in the beach area, necessitabing
a call for fighters from the carriers. The Dallas could not run
the Sebou in the face of the fire from the walled Kasba at liehdia
where Foreign Legion units effectively blocked the advance towards

Port Lyautey. & small American detachment which had penetrated
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the Kasba on D-day was captursd by a vigorous French counterattack
on the next morning, J

On the night of 9-10 Hovenber, the net acroés the Sebou was
cut under fire by a Navy crew in a small boat. The Dallas there-
upon scraped her way up the shellow winiing river and by 0800
landed a Ranger detachment: at the airfield which the French were
contesting with a company of American infantry. The Army, mean-
vhile, took back the Kasba in an action reminiscent of Beau Geste,
the French withdrawing to the south and east.

Air support for the Western Task Force was wholly by naval
aireraft, which performed creditably throughout the action.
They patrolled over the Govering Group and the three Attack Groups
of ths fleeb; made important attacks against the lighter French
raval units sortieing out of Casablanca and continually bombed the
coastal batteries, High praise was woiced for their quick response
to requests for cooperation with ground forces. They effectively
bombed enemy ailrcraft at Rebat-Sale and Marrskech airdromes and
en route to the latter strafed reinforcements bound west for
Qasablanca. According to an Army observer, one incident marred
the record. Relying on reporbs thet the Jean Bart had been left
1in flames® by naval dive bombers on the previous day, the Augusta
moved in on 10 November to deal with two destroyers herassing the
American advance from Fedala, whereupon she narrowly escaped
hits by 15-inch shells from the Jean Bart, vhich was still able
to fire at the time of the Armistice.>?
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The headquarters of the XTI Air Support Command was first
established on the beach and subsequently at the Miramar Hotel
at Fedala, Vhen the Port Lyautey tield had been at last secured,
the P-40's of the 33d Group under Colonel lomyer were ordered
to proceed thereto. Despite the early misgivings, the catapulting
itself was successful, planes being eventually launched at as
little as two or three minute intervals. However, Havy shells
and dive-bombers had badly damaged the main runway at Pert Lyautey
and the rest of the field was soft. Catepulting, begun on 10
Novenber, had to be discontinued. The unloading of the P-40's
was completbed on the two succeeding days, some of the fighters
spparently going into Cazes airdrome at Casablanca.

Of the 77 P-40's launched from the Chenango, one crashed
into the sea, another was never heard from, and 17 were dameged
in landing. ‘the 33d Group took no part in the remainder of the
action against the French, terminated on i1 November by armistice
negotiations. Shortly sfterward, llaj. Philip Cochran arrived off
Horocco in the British auxiliary carrier Archer, in charge of
the "advance attrition! of the 33d Group--35 P-40's. These
planes were catapulted and landed at Port Lysutey, tour cracking
up in landing due, primarily, to pilot inexperience.

During the hostilities, although it did not furnish air
support against the French, the XIT Air Support Uommand performed
a veriety of tasks. MHany of its units participated in the

assault at the side of ground force troops. For instange, the
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squadrons of the 33d Fighter Group furnished assault troops which
went over the side into landing barges and assisted in the ul-
timabe capture of ilehdla and Port Lyautey. Personnel of the
21st Engineer Aviation Hegiment landed at both Lehdis and Fedala.
On the beach south of tha Sebou, avistion engineers served as
agsault infantry, ministered to the wiounded, and captured and
guarded prisoners, Units of the XIT Air Force Service Command,
operating under the direction of XII Lir Support Command, besides
serving as assault troops, were charged with moving supplies fo
such airfields as were captured. The last shol in defense of
Cazes airdrome had scarcely died away when a truck convoy manned
by men of the 4lst Service Group arrived on the scene from Fedala
with 16,500 gallons of gasoline.36

The XII Air Support Command took no part in the armistice
negptiations, but was able to arrive at working agreements with
French air asuthorities. On the day after the Armistice, General
Qannon journeyed to Rebat from Fedela and interviewed Gen. Auguste
Lahoulle, French air commander in Morocco. General Cannon stipa-
lated that the Americans must control all flights as a matter of
military necessity, no planes to leave the ground without permission.
After some protestation, the French agreed. Good relations were

forthwith established.3 7

First Days in North Africa

Tooking back after French resistance had ceased, General

Doolitble felt that, on the v:nole_fﬂthe Twelfth Air Force had made
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an auspicious beginning, Although carrier-borne aviation had
broken the back of the French air at Oran and Casablanca, the
commanding genersl was solaced by the performance of the 3lst
Group. At Casablanca, the 33d had not been able to get off the
Chenango until late in the fighting, but through no fault of its
own. Once ashors, the P=40's relieved hdmiral Mcihorter!s
carriers which sailed westward on 13 November. Only the paratroop
migssion had ecome off bacil.l:;r.38
The Gibraltar airdrome had been a source of worry, but by
19 Wovember the congestion had been relieved and other AAF units
were coming in directly from England, despite the lengthy trip
and winter weather, The air echclon of the lst Fighter Group
(P~33's) completed the flight with the loss of only two pilots-——
one interned in Portugal. Arriving at Tafarsoui on the 13th,
14th, and 15th of Hovember, the air echelon was reunited with
its ground crews which had landed at Arzeu. On the 20th, the
Group moved to Nouvion airdrome near Oran to begin escort
missions ;‘u'.th the B~-17's.
The other P=33 Group, the lith, also was an early arrival.
The ground echelon disembarked at Oran on the evening of 12
Novenmber under orders to proceed on foot to La Senia; en route
the men discovered a garage housing numbers of large French busses.
Good will and gesticulation brought permission to spend a comfort—
able night on the long leather seats. Both squadrons of the 14ith

mede +the trip from Zngland without the loss of a P-38. The air
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echelon of the 48th arrived at Tafaraoul on 15 November and
departed on the 18th, escorting its ground echelon in C-47's to
lNaison Blenche airfield at Algiers. The air echelon of the 49th
turned up at Llaison Blanche the same day, after a two-day stopover
at Tafaraoui. The lith Group began operations at Youks les Bains,
out near the Tunisian border, on 22 Hovember; for a time at Youks
the most sophisticated facilities were the Roman baths, con-
structed, the group historian estimated, "“some few yesars befors.">?

On 10 Hovembsr, the first Fortresses, the £light echelon of
the 340th Squadron of the 97th Group, took off from Folebrook
for Gibraltar. Three days later, they arrived at Maison Blanche
and personnel began laborious preparations for the first raid.
On the 16th, six B=-17's dumped British bombs on Sidi Ahmed air-
drome at Bizerte from only 6,500 feet; resultant flak holes were
repaired with tin cans and adhesive tape. The nineteenth saw
the 340th attmeking El Aounina airdrome at Tunis and the 3h4lst's
air echelon arriving at laison Blanche, Axis bombing of the
poorly-protected airdrome terminated the 97th's stay in Algiers.
The heavies moved back to Tafaraoui on 22 November, probably at
the instance of General Spaatz, who, on an inspection tour of the
theaten reported to General Eisenhower the congestion and exposure
of Maison Blanche.h’o

For the most part, the Twelfth busied itself in setiting up
housekeeping. XIT Air Force Service Command personanel had

succeeded in establishing truck conwwy service from Arzeu to

m%ﬁlﬁﬁ"‘“
NTlAL ==
CO\‘HD SESRSR QELURITY IFORKIATIN

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

T CONFIDENTIAL
S. r;:e i FAf 2 .”M_ b

79

Tafarasoul even before Oran capitulsted and were bringing in
supplics despite French ertillery znd small arms fire. After
the Armistice, Alr Corps troops pouring ashore from Arzeu and
Hers-el=Kebir converged on La Senia and Tafarsoui. They slept
in hay stacks and abandoned buildings, under shelbter halves and
the open sky. The weather, which had been excellent during the
fighting, shortly turned bad., B, C, and K rations were the ruls.

In long shifts the men worked to unload the convoys. French
vehicles underwent salvage and repair and were used to haul
equipment from the docks. Under the French, La Senia and Tafaraoui
had facilities for 300 officers and 3,000 men. On 18 November,
about 1,000 American officers and 14,000 enlisted men were
quartered there. Gassing of alrcraft hed to be accomplished by
hand from five-gallon cans and personnel turned from the day-long
job to sogay blankeis. Tafaraoul mud guiekly became proverbial.
The Freach had thoughtfully “plugged" the water system and hlown
up the sewer system at the fields, necessitating repairs by
American engineers, water rationing, and interim resort to homely
facilities.

In the Casablanca area was & similar concentration of Air
Corps personnel and dispersion, as alrdromes and facilities became
availsble, a matter of first priority. The 334 Group established
its headquerters on the Cazes airdrome at Caseblanca and sent its
58th Squadron up to Port Lyautey, Uajor Cochran took h;i.‘? replace-
ment pilots to Rabat to begin training. Meamwhile, unloading
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went on at Safi, Fedala, Port Lyautey, and, after 14 November,
to a limited extent at Casablanca; warehouses were secured and
durps established,#? ‘

Begides the logistiezl difficulties inevitably arising from
combined operations by even the best organized forces, the
Twelfth experienced a few which were peculiar to TORCH. In the
VWestern Task Force, tornage had already been allocated to the
ground forces before the requirements of the air forces vere
submitted--and, as & consequence, Air Corps supplies had to be
fitted inte what space remained. A bad mistake of the planning
phagse was the failure to assign an Alr Service detachment to
General Cannon until sbout three weeks before the convoys sailed.
Finelly, a detachment of XIT Air Force Service Command was ac~
tivated on 4 October, after Brig. Gen. L. P. Whitten, Director
of Base Services, had pointed out its importance to General
Patton. It was then necessary to secure part of the grades and
rabings aunthorized for the XII Air Force Serviee Command in
Enzland. Under Col. {now Brig. Gen.) Harold &.Bartron, the
detachment was too late to participate to any great extent in
the plenning, but rendered valuszble assistance in getting the
convoys ready for movenent, .43

Generally speaking, the Twelfth brought into Africa plenty
of gas, oil, bombs, and ammunition. In point of fact, the

operational rate employed to compute these requirements proved
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to be too high. The prime difficulty was experienced in moving
supplies to the airdromes because of scanby motor transportation
which--failing to supplement inedequate rail and sea facilities—
slowed operations from the moment supplies hit the North Africa
guays. Reconditioned French vehicles only partially filled the
gap, Many units, in addition, could not locate their equipment
and complained of the custom of segregating personnel and
equipment on the convwys.

The Twelfth suffered initially in vebicles, in that the Air
Corps system of allocating transportation did not provide as
many as corresponding ground units disposed of. Vhen many
service units could not be taken, because of the necessity of
orienting the first convoys with a view to an lmmediate battle
with the French, an additionel defieciency occurred. Finally, the
enbire Viestern Task Force lost heavily in transportation because
of a command decision by General Clark.

Ferly in September, SOS plarmers in Washington suspected
that the Western Task Force was slready literally too large for
its ehips; meanwhile, requisitions continued to come in. The
Navy refused to increase the convoy limit of 45 vessels, although
General. Patton proved willing to accept the added risk. On
28 September, three solutions to the problem were presented to
General Clark, then in Vashingbon. ZEquipment or maintenance
requirements cculd be reduced; African port capacity expanded

and the convoys increased to 66 ships eachy or the Lestern Task
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Force reduced in numbers. General Clark ordered vehicular equip-
ment, although alresady issued to the troops, te be cut to a
minimum on the ground that U. 5, forces were called on to secure
porbs in an area where Axis concentrations were not anticipated,
whereas the British vere to undertake a dash for Tunisia. After
the landings, the historian of the lhth Fighter Group reported
from Youlks theat British units hed transportation adeguate to
nove every man and piece of eguipment in one trip, in contrast teo
the unhappy situation in which his organization found itself.“‘

Although the airdromes scatbtered over Horth Africa served
French needs, and, in some cases, were not without ela'bora.te
facilities, they were not equal to the strain suddenly throvin
upon them by the Hastern Air Command and the Twelfth., With
heavy rains setting in shortly after the Allies got a foothold
in Africa, even such major bases as Cazes and La Senia became at
times unusable. At Gazes, it took four tanks to pull out a B-l17
gso that General Doolittle could teke off and General Spaatz
reported that he had seen a PohO go through the sod crust on
20 November. Bul the hangars at Cazes conbtained guantities of
fairly new hmerican machine tools and what General Spaatz des-—
eribed as a French air force version of a small Middletown Air
Depot. loreover, skilled and friendly French mechanics were at
hand.

Besides Port Lyautey, Rabat, Uediouna, Meknes, Marrakech,

and Rabat-Sadle promised well as lorocean bases. Port Lyautey
-—-‘/‘7 .
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had been rechristened Craw Field in honor of the assistant chief ™

e . of staff of the XII Air Support Command who had been killed while
abbempting to penetrate the French lines to arrange an ermistice.”?

Tafaraoui and Maiscn Blanche were for a time the mainstays
of the Twelfth, Aircraft came in rapidly. By 19 November the
14th Group, two squadrons of the 97th, and one of the 27th Light
Bombardment Group (A-20's) were serving with the British at
Maison Blanche. On call at Oran on the 2lst were 50 Spits of
the 31st and 52d Groups and 50 P-38's.1'6

Before he had been two weeks in Africa, General Doolittle
recognized that the conventional air force organizabion was not
suitable for operations in TORCH, not merely because of the
vasbtness of the area involwved, but because of the diversity of
tasks the Twelfth was called upon to perform. These lahors are
wall outlined in his owh words:#7

Additionsl units will be moved to the eastwsrd
until we have the principal part of our striking force
set up in eastern Algeria and Tunisia. Ve must prepare
and maintain adequate bases in the Casablanca and
Oran areas in cass the Hun decides to invade through
Spain in which case we will establish a holding force
here and to the eastward and cperate from the western
bases. . . « Initially we can stage, consolidate, and
perfect our teamviork while extending to the eastward.
We must be prepared to combat periodic nuisance raids
which may become frequent if the concentration
warrants, We must keep the Straits of Gibraltar
open and provide fighter cover and later submarine
protection for convoys along thse west and north

. coasts of Africa.
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General Doolittle planned to break up the TORCH area into
T . four districts, with headquarters at Casablanca, Oran, Algiers,
and a point to be debermined south of Bone. Dach of these
areas would contain a smell air foree-—a composite command.
. General Cannon's XIT Air Support Command, wibh bombardment
and pursuit, was temporarily left at Casablanca. XII Fighter
Command, alse with bombardment and pursuit, would function at
Orzn, XII Bomber Command was to be established in the Bone
area. Iwelfth 4lr Force headquarters would control the Algiers
district. General Doolittle believed that his commands vere
well enough staffed to operate flexibly as composite crganiza—
tions under direct control of headquarters, His conception had
the support of Generals Eisenhower, Clark, and E‘.pa.atz.‘!“8‘L
While General Doolittle pondered the internal organization
of the Twelfth, General Spaatz arrived from England with over-all
plens for the coordinstion of the BIOUSA air forces. At Gibraltar
General Spasiz conrerred with Generals Eisenhower and Doolittle
and it was agreed to postpone discussion until after the Eighth
Air Force commander had visited the theater. On General Spaatzis
return to the Rock, the 21st of Hovember was devoted to con-

ferences with General Bisenhovrer and his staff.

=z By the end of CGctober, General Spaatz had accepted the
. possibility that a large part of the Eighth Air Force might
" remove to North Africa, where, it was hoped, betier weather
@“hﬁ._w,_,,:b . -
s T b e
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would prevail for winter operations. The Eighth was reexamining
its T/0's from the point of view of mobility and temporery
operations by limited persomel, To shift units back and forth
from tngland to Africa, as circumstances dictated, Generzl Spaatz
saw the necessity for an over-all air cm;umamcier.l'r9

The raison d'ebre of the plan was the fact that the TORCH
air base area would link the Eighth and Twelfth Air Forces,
already intertwined by considerations of supply and replacements,
eand place them in a position of mutual support with Allied air
foreces in the Hiddle East. The CG, USAAF in =00, operabing with
& small staff at the command post of the theater commander, would
advise AFHQ in &ll matters in which the AAF vere concerned,
prepare air plans inwvolving the AAF, and coordihate strategic
plans and operations with the RAF. 0

Gensral Eisenhower at rirst prererred to walt until Tunisia
had been teken, but a letter from General Arnold, arriving during
the conference, decided him to begin action at once, On 23
Hovember General Spaatz returned to England to make his arrange-
ments. A meeting at Zighth Air Force headquarters at Videwing,
attended by Generals Eaker, Kuter, and Hansell and others of
General Spaatz's staff, laid plans for an air command post ab
AFHQ. General Haker was to take over as acting commander of
the Bighth until the reorganization, plamned for 1 December, was

51 _.. COXFIDENTIAL
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The union of the STOUSA air forces was never accomplished,
although some features of the plen were carried through., General
daker replaced (General Spaatz as Commanding General of the uighth
on 1 December, after the latter had proceeded to AFHQ where he
functioned as air adviser to General Bisephower. IEvenbuslly
General Spaatz was to succeed General Doolittle as commander
of the Twelfth. The abandonment of the plan was almost certainly
caused by the failure of the Allies to eject the Axis from
Tunisia in the winter of 1942-43. North African weather proved
to be no betber than Anglish weather, It became necessary to
forge an air orgenization for a determined caupargn against
Romael and Von Arnim, In this, the Hinth, together with the
Jastern Alr Uommernd and the HAF in the Western Ussert, finally
joined the Twelfth. The @ighth, arfter some vicissitudes, went
its own way in England.52

By mid-lovember the early capture of Tunisia, upon which
so many plans depended, seemed a matter of days or weeks.

Alljed forees were mwoving repidly. As the crow flies, it is
about six hundred miles from Oran to Tunis, four hundred from
Algiers., By land, by air, and by sea, slim British and American
forces stabbed across the Algerizn border. On 18 November
British paratroops were supporting the French at lledjez-el-Bab.
Medjez—sl-Beb, the Ford of the Gate, on the Hedjerda, is 37 miles

from Tunis, In 10 days, the Allies had come the disbance from
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Algiers. Six months were to elapse before the last 30-odd were
. . congquered. On 19 November General Doolittle knew nothing of
a this; although his operations to that date had been "primitive,!
he virote of the Twelfth: Wle have our problems bub no troubles—
= and the goose hangs high."s3

4444444
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USFOR
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Papers of the United States and British
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Air Chief lfarshal

AC/AS, Intelligence

AC/AS, Plans

Chief of the Air Staff

Allied Force Command Post

Allied Force Headquarters

Historical Division, AG/AS, Intelligence

Air Force Service Command

Office of the Adjutant General, Var
Department

Air Officer Commanding
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Wer Plans Division, AAF

Chief of Air Staff
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Commanding General
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European Theater of Operations
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7. Itr., Lt. Gen. H, H. Arnold to Air Marshal D. C., S. Fwill,
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8., AGIAR to USFOR, ceblegram #R3L6, 4 Sep. 1942, in theater
messages, AFIHI files; mem» for CG, AAF by Brig. Gen. J. H.
Doolittle, 3d Ground Air Support Command, 2 Sep. 1942, in
¥IT Alr Support Command file, AFIHI files.

o 9. R&R, CG, GASC to CG, AAF, Task Force A, 16 Sep. 1942, in ibid.;
AGHAR to USFOR, cablegram #R526, 8 Sep. 1942, in theater
messages, AFIHI files.

10, History of the XII Alr Support Command (to 31 Dec. 1942).

11, TLondon to AGIAR, coblegram #4133, 27 Oct. 1942, in theater

= messages, AFIHL files; Outline Air Plan, 20 Sep., 1942, Annex
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Weather Region (Special), 2 Jan. 1943, in 12th Veather
Squadron file, AFIHI files.
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Force, aAtlantic Fleet, Horfolk, Additional ACV for P-40's,

7 Oct. 1942, in ibid.; interviews with Capt. J. J. Clark,
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Analysis Files Subsec., 202-81.1, G~2 Journal, 1l Nov.-

1 Yov. 1942,

Rame, Road to Tunis, 40-4l.

Litr., Doolittle to Armold, 19 Nov. 1942; "Journal of Actions
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Staff, 12 Dec. 1942, in AAG 370.2-Spec., Report of Operations
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29. Torch Cutline Plan, CCS, 103/3, 26 Sep. 1942; AGWAR to USFOR,
cablegran #R1577, 6 Oct. 1942, in theater messages, AFIHT
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37. Interview with Lt. Col. J. Vincent Sheechan, 3 June 1943,
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ltr., Doolittle to Arnold, 19 Nov. 1942.

39, Ibid.; Histories of lst and libh Fighter Groups.
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ltr., llaj. Gen. Carl Spaatz to Li. Gen. H, H. Arnold, 23 lov,
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32-/;3; interview with Col. lfax Schneider, 8 Jan. 1943; memo
- for AC/AS, OC&R, by Dir. of Base Services, Date for
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of Interest to Base Services, 5 Jan, 1943, in Air AG 320.2,
Gighth Air Force.

bh. Ibid.; interview with Col. Schneider; ltr., ¥sj. Gen. James
H. Doolittle to Maj. Gen. Davenport Johnson, & Jen. 1943,
in ALG 312.1-A, Operctions Letters; History of lhth Fighter
Group; files of Supply History Subsec., Report Sec., Control
Div., Hg. ABF.

L5, Interview with Brig. Gen. D. A. Dawvidson, 1 dune 19i3; 1tr.,
Spagbz fo Arnold, 23 Nov, 1942; lir., Doolittle to Arnold,
19 Nov. 19L2.

46, Ibid.; interview with Gen. Davidson; Alglers to AFCP,
cablegram unnumbered, 21 Hov, 1942, in theater messages,
AFTHT files,

47. Lir., Doolittle to Arnold, 19 lov. 1942,

48. Ibid.

L9. ILtrs., Haj. Gen. Carl Spaatz to Lt. Gen, H, H. Arnold, 31 Qct.
1942 and 23 Nov. 1942, in AAG 312.1-A, Operations Letters,

50. ZItrs., Spaatz to Arnold, 23 Nov., 1942, with incls.
51, Ibid.
52. Ibide; laj. Gen, Ira C. Eaker to laj., Gen. George E.
. Stretemeyer, 6 Dec. 1942 and 2 Jan. 1943, in ARG 312.1-A,
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Files

AAT Olassified Files (oited AAG with decimal)

Thege files contain a varlety of primery materials.
312.1-A Operations Letters provides valuable corres-
rondence between Genersls Arnold and Stratemeyer in
Headguarters, AAF and Generals Beker, Spaatz, and
Doolittle in the field, &70.2 Spec. BReport of
Cperations in Africa contains a detailed report

on the operations of the Western Task Force by
Brig., Gen, Arthur R, Wilson.

Seeretary, Alr Staff classified files (cited Air AG with
decimals)

The 320.2 series proved most valuable,

S5ll,2
320.2
320.2
370.5
462.1

Mlsc. Communicatlon by Wire
Twelfth Alr Force

Eighth Air Force

England

Bolero

The Adjuteat General, Operations Branch, Secret and Confidential
Section, Analysis Files Subsection

202-81.1, G-2 Plans and Persgonnel., Herein is a
sories of naval orders for the assavlt on Oran
wiich gheds light on the parstroop migsion againgst
the Oran ailrdremes and gives generel information
on the Allled order of battle, enemy capabilities,
etc. There is aleo an early outline plan Ffor the
Center Task Force and a series of daily air
intelligence reports detailing the action against
the French by AAF units based at Tafaracul.
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202-81,1, Western Task Force., Oonteins "Journal
of Actions of the High Command of lMoroecesn
va Troops: Period of the 8th to the 1lth of
Fovenmber, 1942, captured and translated by the
Americane, giving a French sccount of the defense
: of North Africe,

Agsistant Chief of Air Staff, Flans

The files of the Offices Services Division and of
the Combined and Joint Staff Division are in-
dispensable to study of the TOECH plauning and
of the origing of the Twelfth Alr Forece.

Var Department Genersl Staff, Operations Divigion, Theater
Group, North African Sectlon

In these files are found the Torch Outline Plan
CCS, 108/3, 26 Sep. 1942 and Annexes 1, 5, and
6. Annexes 5 and & constitute the outline plans
for the Center (Oran) Task Force and the Western
(Casablanca) Task Force, respectively. Annex 1
15 the outline air plan, Annexes 1la to le [to
Torch OQutline Plan/ are entitled as follows!

la Air Force Requirements
1d Assigament of Units
lc Dates of Arrival, Alrdrome Areas, and

Mlssions
14 Air Dstinate of the Situation
. le Enemy Scale of ZBffort
\'.Th’“\#;}.‘ o~ e
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Unit Histories and Dleries

The documents in this list are filed in the Archives of AQ/AS,
Intellizence, Historical Divislon, cited as AFIHI files,

History of the lst Fighter Group
History of the l4th Fighter Group
History of ihe 3lst Fighter Grow
History of the 33d Fighter Group
History of the 524 Fighter Grouwp (1943)
Higtory of the 8lst Fighter Group

Higtory of the 350th Fighter Group

History of the 310th Medlium Bombardment Group
Higtory of the 319th lMedium Bombardment Group

Higtory of the 320th ledium Bowbardment Growp

War Dlary of the 97th Heavy Bombardément Group
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History of the 60th Troop Carrier Group (1942).
Includes various documents relabing to the Terch
paratroop mission,

History of the XII Air Support Command {ito 31 Dec.
1942). This file contains a mass of documents
relating to the organization of the XII Adr
Support Command, the employment of the 33d
Fighter Group, and the plans for the Western

Task Force.

History of the Zlst ¥ngineer Aviation Hegiment.

History of the 12th VWeather Squadron, File contains
valueble report on activities of the 12th Weather
Region written by Col. Von R. Shores, Weather
Qfficer, Twelfth Alr Force.

"Historical Summary of VILI Alr Support Command
« « vs¥ Books I and IT.

"Torch in the Sky," dated 21 Oct., 1942, London,
An account of the origins of the Twelfth by an
air officer engaged in the plamiing at Horfolk
House.

Interviews

The interviews in this list are on file in AC/AS, Intelligence,
Reception Branch, Collection Division, The date is that of
the interview,

All&l‘d, COl. J- Sc, A-l’ TWel.f'bh Air FDI‘OB, 21]- Ha.!‘. 19‘].3
Black, Col. Percy, member of Gen. Patbton's staff,

260 ler. 1943
Clarsz, Capt, J. J., USH, commander USS Suwannee,
27 Yov. 1942

Cochran, Lt. Ool. Philip C., in charge of P~40 re-
placements on HIS Archer, 3 June 1943
Davidson, Brig. Gen. D, A,, EZngineer, Northwest African
Air Forces, 1 June 1943
Dixon, Lt. Col, Palmer, Advance A2, Twelfth Air
Force at Gibraltar, 10 June 1911.3 -
»-u:w} ,_4___._\,.:._, m,_,.
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Schneider, Col. Max, on A-4 staff, Twelfth Air Force,
8 Jan. 1943

Sheehan, Lt. Col. J. Vincent, on General Cannon's staff,
3 June 1943

Also in the Reception Branch are documents on the Torch
paratroop mission filed under E-14599.

Message Files

Extensive use was made of cable and radio messages. Files are
of two general types: Var Department messages in either AAF
Hessage Center or AFIHL files, and message files sent in from
Twelfth Air Force historical officers, in AFIHI files. These
latter are cibted as "theater messages." A Llist of theater
message files consulted follows:

Bundie 10, Bools 1-14
Bundle 11, Boocks 1-13
Bundle 12, Books l1-3
Bundie 14, Books 1 and 2

Special Sbudies

VIIL Bomber Command, "The First 1,100 Bombers Dispatched by
dighth Bomber Command," 2 vol, in AFIHI tites, Useful for
operational background of Twelfth Air Force units.

Hg. Army Air Force Service Command, MTO, "History of the
Original XIT Air Force Service Commend from Activation {22
August 1942} to Reorgemization (1 January 194i)" in AFIHI files.

Historical Section, US3AFE, "Operataon Torch: The Dispatch of
Aircraft from the United Kingdom by the Zighth Air Force,"

14 Sep. 1944, in AFIHI files. This also has information on
other contributions of the Eighth te Torch.

U. S, Office of Naval Intelligence, The Landings an Korth Africa,
Hovember 1942, 1944, One of a series of Combat Harratives. Veals
primarily with the action against Casavlanca, -
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Books

Crawford, Kenneth G., Heport on North Africa, Farrar & Rinehart,
= New York, 1943

The author is primarily concerned with the political
aspeets of the invasion.

Parris, John A., Ned Russell, Lec Disher, and Phil Ault, Spring-
board to Berlin, Thomas Y. Crowell Company, Wew York, 1943

A series of sketches~-for the most part, personal
narrative.

Rame, David, Road to Tunis, The Hacifillan Company, New York,
1944

Bxcellent description of the pattle for Oran,
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Agadir, 68

Airecobres, 38, 39

Air Ministry, 20, 38

Albacores, 54, 56, 63

Albatrog, 68

Aldermaston, A,

Algeria, 1, %, B, 6, 53, 58, 69,
&8, 67, 83, &b

Llgiers, 8, 12, 19, 52, 61, 72,
78, 83, 86 87

Algeciras, 12

Allard, Lt. Col. J. 8., 16

Allen, Haj. Gen. Terry, 65

Allied Force Hgs., 16, 21, 24, 32,
23, B39, 40, 41, 4_‘,,.13444_9
50, 85. §_§§_ gleo Norfolk House,
London.
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Amiens-Longueau, B4

Anderson, llaj. Gen. Jonathan V., 7
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