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This study is concerned with the develoment of command
facilities for the Army Air Forces during the perlod of World
War II, and it makes no effort to treat the almost equally
extensive subject of the expansion of industrial facilities under
AAF sponsorship. This latter phase of AAF expansion has already
been covered in AFSHO Historical Studiss: No. 40, Expansion of
Industrial Facllities under Army Ajr Forceg Auspices, 15&9—1245.
No effort has been made to give particular notice to each ssparate
command installation, but most of the important main and sube=bases
developed have been at least mentioned in the narrative. The
present study was prepared by Robert F. Futrell of the Air
Historical Office.

Like other Alr Historical Office studies, this history is

subject to revisio~, and additional information or suggested
corrections will be weleons.
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Charter 1

gramng (7 AT . TUSTALIATIOCS TV 1939

(n 4 Jamary 1925 Fresilent Resserelt, warniny that unleclared wars,

the srowth of heovy arzaments, and threats of now aToression ware

sweepinr the world danrercusly clore to meneral hostllitirs, ondled uron

Cenvessa bo take sterc to

from Aany anaptens,t  The
recult of thic adronition

Corns 1ratrd the ren, the
2

rrotect the western hemisrhore "a~nirst ctorms
rttention foonuzed weon the ap~cd ferecs o a
revenl-A to the rn e £t Bla Arc Afr

~lep~a, -1l the bace ine -t intions it necued
b

soty for rr-rer trairir
Tnited Slhless

e in-tallatien 4
A

A%r Corrz, mnlike o-ter

not only fer howsin: T

Yok in enrly 193¢ the Y
th~ hod re=podve of alrfiel

than the o cher of TnorRo

~ ~pAd Tor tre str. ievic decence of tre eontircninl

afieienzics ere puobicalily reube Foanu-o the

plemepte of the Army, derer ed urob ir ba-es

+ for Thiehtine rover and tpaininT effectivineic.

ames available 4o the Adr Corpe were rore T4k

is vwrien hed bern galva«rd from Verld Tar T
nerded for the rrotection of the United Stateo

Parin - tle 1% sonths of

in n world ~"rich ~ma veerled torard vor.

fmeriesn rorbicivatien in ep1g e I, “he Arey hod Parriedly exrnanded

) 2
it 3 oririnal trainin~ airfields to o total of AC rajer inztnlintiong.

Tp~ent trainine denards had ~iven 141t1e time Tor curoful site celectlon,

ard the simle oreroticnal charaetericoticg of the aircenft then In

nze hnd rvoroitted meny of the Fields to ke 1onmied on sites which were

7i4t1e more than tracts of 1ryel 1-nd wiich eonld be acgvired oxyerdi-

tiencly. “here brd kern 1ittle, if any, por~ideraticn for losatirT
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' airfields for the defense of the United States. At the close of World
War I the Army retained scme 16 of the install-tions for its air c<:umfone,r.rt.,3
and all but three of them were still in service in January 1939.

Of the 10 air beses assizned to the General Headquarters Air Force
in Jamuary 1939 for use in the defense of the United States, five were
of such World War I or:’tgin.z" langley Field at I mpton, Va., and
¥itchel Field at Hempstcad, N. Y., were the only bases available for
the defense of the Atlantlc coast. Near the Facific coast, March Field,
at Riverside, Calif., functioned rs the defense base for the Facific
southwest. Located in the center of the continent, Scott Field, at
Belleville, Ill., and Selfridge Field, at Mt. Clemens, .Mich., could
£111 no defenslive mission.

The five other bases gssigned to the GHQ Air Force were of more
medern construction, In 1929 and 1930 Congress had rermitted the War
Derartment to accept donated sites for Barksiale Field, at Shreveport,
La., and for Homilton Field, at San Rafael, Calif. Barksiale had been
constructed with sore view to ite use for the defense of the Gulf
coust, ond Hamilton had been designed as a borber base for the defense
of the Sen Francisco Bay aree..5 In 1935, ns a rart of an exchange of
facllities between the Army snd Navy to relieve duplioqtion, the War
Derartment hnd been required to give up its air beses at Reckwell
Fleld, San Diego, Calif.; old Bolling Field, Anacostie, D, C.; and
Iuke Field, Oahu, T. H., in exchange for Hoffett Field, Sumnyvale,
falif.  Tho ~xehange vis not rorticularly cesired by the Adr Corrs,
ond Yoffott, beecsuse of ite high ammual ma'ntenrnce costa (especially

' ¢n the larpe dirimible hangar), war thought to be & poor station. As

i A T e A SN S SRS L W TR LS,
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a fromtier defense Faz¢ it duplicnted freilitl o lecnted at Frmdlten Tield,
just to tho rorth of San Fromeisco Egy. Durirg the pericd between 1935

7
and 1939 there had been censidersble agitstion to roturn it to the Favy.

After tho transfer of old Bolling Ficld to the Vavy, the lar Roparizent
hrd secured funds for the develoyment of a new air bace, also called
Bolling Fleld, immedistely south of the 0ld instellaticrn, nnd in 1939
thip base was just beccming eompletely operational.a The newest of the
GHQ Air Force baces was }eChord Field, at Taccms, Worch., which hsd teen
suthorized by the Wilcox Act of 12 August 1935. This zct, written with thae
advice of tho Chief of the Afir Corrs, hed suthorized the conuiruction of
bases in the ncrthesst, southeast, and northwest United States, in Alesks,
and air derots in the coutheast and Rocky Mounte‘ns ares of the United
St'tes.9 Under its corprehensive anthority, the Air Corpa hrd asked for
funds to conatruct the northwest air base, later named MeChord Fleld.
Construction hed been initiated on the donated site In 1938, but the
field was not to be ready to receive tacticnl units until 1940.10

These GHQ Air Force stations did not satisfy the requirements of
the Alr Corps defemsive mission. The Alr Corps Boerd, the agency respon-
sible for recormendint Alr Corps tacticsel doctrine, hed concluded in
1936 that "in the past Alr Corys stgtionc have rot been located solely
in mccordsnce with tactical or strategicsl requirerconte."™ There was no
air base in Mew England although its industrial complex made it a prime
objective for enemy air attsck. The southcastern United States and the
entrance to the Garibhesn were gimilarly unirotected. The Alr Corps
Bosrd considered that both of thece regicns necded the fpeilitdes which

11
had bteen snthorized in the Wilcox Act. The inadequacy of the 193¢

EFES e
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fretiend ohrtiens fer trn eporiticn of th hroavicr srd facter nll by
nirernft wrich were boirg Troushi inbo ure tn 1939 v sloo evidont,
Thi nrrivel of P-17 at Frrilton Ficld, for exczple, hed 1led to icwedirte
demondn for tariweyo which hrd met Yecg rrovided in the crigiral declen
fo£ the bemrer bare. The CHOQ Alr Foreo hed rrobected in 1937 that
drninnge , houning, md londing fieldn at itc buzes wire inndequrre, and
eemmoreinl engineers had recerrended that paved rumways at leact 7,000
feet in lersth would te nceded for the new typen of Eeaxy beoters. lone
of the tactical stntions poscecsed cuch fncilitinu.ld

The turden of World Vier I comstruebicn, suprocedly teryorary in 1917
ard 1912, lay hravily uron the fielda ured by the Air Corys for training
in 1939. Of the ceven air baccs ured in Jarusry 1939 for cuch training,
only two hrd tcen corstructed airce World War I. All three of the Lir
Corpe flying training fimslds hed been located in the vieinity of San
Antorio, Tex., for purrores of econcwy sud centralizaticn and to taeke
adventore of the good flying venther of conth Texas, Kelly Field, origi-
nally the avietion enntcenment of Fort Sem Houeten, hed been formelly
ectablished in July 1917, had been used for flying treining during the
wer, hed bteen a mechanics training ccheol from 1920 to 19722, and hed been
arpin reopencd ns a flying gchool in 1,922.13 Treining hed btegun at
Brooks Fleld in March 1918, tut in Mey 1919 a balloon school hed replaced
the flying school. After the movement of the lighter~than-sir echood to
Seott, Prooks hrd been reopened as & rrirary flying school In 19z22.
The sincle mew flying training field, Rnndoirh, had teen organized in

Sertexter 1928 and its installations had been erected in the yeers which

folloved. Primary ond basic training funetlons, previcusly locsted at

e e
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. Merch and Prooks Fields, had been concentrated at Randolrh in 1931,
Kelly, however, had been continued in operation as a subepost of Randolrh,
although this prevented a capacity exploitaticn of the never plent at

15
Randolrhe

The two airfields used for Alr Corps technical training in 1939
were Chanute Field, at Rantoul, Ill., and Lovry Field, at Denver, Colo.
Chanute hed been loceted and leased in May 1917 as a flying school, and
after the war it had been used temporarily as a storefe derot for avistion
supplies. Im 1921, as e purely temporary expedient, the plant had heen
reopened to recelve the mechenies school from Kelly, but eventually all
of the technical training functions of the Alr Corps had been concen-
trated at Chemute. When it wes proyosed to move the school in 1930, how-
ever, so much orposition was manifest in Ilinois thet the project had to
be absndoned. In 1934 a site board again recommended that the school
be moved to Denver, Colo., in 1937 e politieal compromise rermitted the
movement of a part of 1%, and in 1938 three of the technical departments
were transferred to nev facilitles which were donnted at Denver. 4As a
part of the donated facilities the technical school alco obtained a
10 x 10-mile bombing renge, badly needed for treining of bomtardisrs.

Tn January 1939 the ncw air bace at Denver, lowry Field, wao teing

16
built.

Maswell Field at Montgomery, Ala., sile of the Air Corps Tactical
Sehool and the Air Corps Board, had 2 combined training and experimentel
micsion. The property had bren originally secured for an engine repuir

shop in December 1917, tut in 1921 the meintenance function had been
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poved to Fairfield, Chio, leaving Maxwell to beccme a £lying field. In
1927 permanent construction had been initisted, and in 1931 the Tactical
Sehool hed moved from langley to ocCury the new plant.l7

Both from the point of view of heusing and technical facilities these
training airfields--with the notable excertion of Randolphe—-vere roorly
equirped for their mizsion. FHousing at Charute, Kelly, and Ercoks was
predominantly of World War I origin. The uge of such ttemporary" construc-
tion hed, in fuct, led General Arrold to remark trat the goverxment hed
got more then ite money's worth from such emcrgency housing.l8 The salu-
brious climate of scuth Teras prevented actunl hardships.to the personnel
hcuged at Kelly and Brooks, but Chamute, over—crowded and run-down because
of the long indecision as to 1ts fate, was positively dgngerous to the
health of its inhabitmte. "Don't shoot 'em, Chanute tem," had become
a ropularly conceived punistment facetiously spoken of in the Air Coryps
for officers who incurred displ@asure.lg Maxwell Field, although one
of the showplaces of the Alr Corps because of its buildinge, which had
cost $3,433,612 of the $5,371,167 expended on the staticn by June 1940
hrd runueys which could be extended in only ore direction for more than
3,500 feet, and the OCAC ectimated thet a new installation could be built
for leca than the amount of w ney thet would be required to buy the

exrencive property needed to bring Maxwell up to proper opcraticral

20
ctandards.

The four air deyots existent in Januory 1939, excert for ch-ppes in
depignation and the movement of one of them to a new plant, were closely

aimilar to the depots which hed remained in use after World War I. The

i Vi
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San Antonio Air Depot, oponnd at Duncan Field in Septecber 1917, was gtlll
operating in 1939, Middletown Air Depot, &t Barrisburg, Pa., aloo
founded in 1917, was co sharply bounied in area that there wvas conzidor-
able indecision as to whother it should be Tetained or sbandoned. Falrs
field Air Depot, Fairfield, Chio, established in January 1018 to pive
services to the wertime Wilbur Wright Field, hed limited fecilities in
1939, Sacramento Air Depot, Sacramento, Calif., waa the only now depob.
Oround had been broken at its site in 1936, and the old depot which had
been at Rockwell Field was movod there in 1932, Construction was still
underway in 1939.21 The headquarters and the experimental activitiss of
the Materiel Division, CCAC, were located at Wright Field, Dayton, Chlo,

a new field which had been occupied in 1927.22

Even in terms of normal peacetime requiremsnts, existing facilities
at the four air derots in 1939 wers no more than barely adequute. With
the exception of the new Sacrananto Warehouse, avallable storage facili-
ties were f£illed. The repair capacity of the four depots was but 3,400
work units per year. The San Antonio Air Depot at Duncan Field was
crowded between Kelly Ficld and the tracks of the Texas and New Orlegna
Railroed, making expansion impossible, The Middletowm Air Depot was
gimilarly crowded between an urban area and the Susquehenna River. The
use of heavier eireraft had mede the landing fields at Falrfield and
Middletown hazardons. Patterson Field, at Fairfield, was without run-
ways and heavier aircraft met difficulty in landing in inclement weather.
Olmstead Field, Middletown Air Depot, was so small and circumgeribed by
flyins hazards as to be dangerous for naviga‘bion.zB

In January 1939 Army observation units, organically a part of the Alr

S RS,

Wuhemﬁ‘r* T e it LRt L T L . r’?"
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Corpa tub azsipned to Arry prourd units for addnictration, treinirey, nod
crorationad ccnirol, wore lcented at L.wcon Flold, Fort Eenving, Go.;
Fopo Field, Fort Brpsr, N. Coj Godron Fleld, Fert Krox, EKy.; CGray Field,

Fort lowls, Waches larchall Field, Ft."Riley, Kan.; and Foct Field, Fort

2,
5111, Okln, Thepe units varied in size from e flight to a squedren, and
tho fields were, for the noct part, omall and limited in facilities.
Godrman Field, for exerple, hod originally been the Fort Fnox polo grounds,

25
and tho obrervaticn sguedron there in 1939 opsrated from e prass strip.

In October 1937 it had becn reported th-t housing corditions at the air
supprort fields verled frow "fair 1o ‘bad."26 Other small fields were
Stewert, at the Militery Acrdemy; Fhillips, at the Aberdeen, Mi.,
ordnance tocting ground; ard Sherman, at Ft. Ieavenworth, Kems. All of
these fields were a part of the local posts, and they were not controlled
by the Air Corrps.

The bexbing and gunnery renges availeble to the Alr Corre in early
1939 were too few in mumber and too small in size for the intenscive traine
ing which was desired. In 1936 the Air Corps Board had recommended th-t
a suitable range was necessary for each Air Corrs station, and in 1937 the
GHQ Air Force hed described the lack of ,vailable ranges as the "limiting

27
factor® in its preperation for ccmbat. Flum Tree Igland, off the

Virginia coast near langley, hsd been acquired in 1930, and in Seplember
1936 langley had aleo secured the uce of Mulberry Island, & part of the
Fort Eustis Coast Artillery Reservation, but it was not until Septembar
1940 that the Coast Artillery Corps agreed that the iir Corpa interest

| 23
there was vargmoumt.  Selfridge had acquired a gunnery racge at Camp

p— L T -
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29
Skeel, Oacoda, Mich., in 1922, vhich was suitable only for summer use.

In 1933 tactical units et March Field had begun bembing and gunmery
training st Maroc lLeke, Calif., but this dry lske bed became wet during
inelement weather and a scattered holding of civil claims complicated its
uso.BO Mitchel and Hamilton had no regular rances, but units at the former
used a range at Camp Upton, N. Y., and at the latier made some use of the
old Mather Field, Calif., reservation.31 In 1936 the Air Corps Tactlical
School had secured the denetion of 1,460 acres of land including a civil
airfield et Valpariso, Fla. This installation, called Eglin Field, alse
made use of overweter ranges and ranges in the Choctawhatchee National
Forest. Range facilitles in the forest area, however, were severely limited
by a checkerboard of ¢ivil holdings which covered the resorvation.32 The
ranges at Barksdsle were located on the immediate air ase area, and,
although this reservation included 26,986 acres, the closeness of the

ranges to the airfield traffic pattern caused some difficulties.33
Largest of the bombing ranges was the 6,000-gcre tract southwast of
Lowry Field which the Air Corps Techniecal School had brought into use in
February 1938.34

The Air Corps also maintalned small detachments of weather, communl-=
cations, service personnel, and organized reserves at 29 civil alrporis
to service and control Army aircraft meling use of the alrports in cross=-
country and ferrying flights.35 Since it was obviocusly impossible for the
Air Corps to maintain durlng peace the mmber of installations which would
be needad for war, the Army looked to the cilvil airporis of the nation
for the mdditional bases which would be needed during a national emergency.
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War plnns required a net-work of civil airfields, suitable for militqry
use, in each of the mation's four corners and a similer route of civil
airfielde connecting these peripheral areas of the United States.36 In
Jamiary 1939, however, the Ciwvil Aeronantics Authorlty, after an extensive
survey, reported that of the 1,907 clvil airports in the continental
United States, only 882 had facilities for refueling, only 230 had ade=
quate lighting equiyment, and only 231 had hard surfaced runways. The
CAA staniards for classification of airpris included four specifications
bacsed primarily on runway length: Class I, 1,500 feet; Class II, 2,500
feet; Class IIX, 3,500 feet; and Clams IV, 4,500 feet. By Air Corps
standards only Clags III and Class IV airfields were genérally suited for
milltery use. Although a mumber of the alrports were penslized by the
lack of the specified facilities and so were forcel into a lower cabegory,
there was on 1 Jamary 1939 not & single Class IV civil sirport in the
United States. OCnly 36 clvil airports were in Class IIY, and only 178
vere in Class Il. Approximately sevenweights of the existing civil aire

ports were thus in the lowest specification or failed to meet the CAA

37
standards at all, Between 1933 and 1939 the government h~d spent some

$137,931,950 for relief purroses on the development of civil airports,
but from the point of view of national defence too much of this relief
money had gone into the development of smallhfields. A Yederal interest
in the developmont of & national systen of airports was vital if the

38
civil airportas were to be made of value to the national defense.

Several fairly obvious diffieulties had been encountered by the Air
Gorps in btullding up to its 1939 air base situation. It had certainly been

ronalized by the large mmber of World War I bases which had been continmued
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in use with minor improvements despite the fact that most of thom wers

not puit bly located for continental defenss. The rapid developaont of
larger and hegvier military aireraft types had ceused all of the air tases
to become cbsolete rmch more rapidly than funds could be secured to expand
them, Although the Air Corps had been puthorized new bases by the Wilecox
Act, it had been inexpedient to ask Congress for funds to construet them.
Moreover, the Air Corps, with its units understrength, had neither the
personnel nor the equipment for any additional bases even if they could
have been secured., The Wor Depertment had not been entirely free to
dstermine its own progrem of construction for the Air Cerps. The 1935
interchange of facilities, for example, had forced the War Depsrizent to
use the bulk of its funds for new air bases in Eawali, the District of
Columbia, and for a new depot at Sacramento. Funds had thus been diverted
to substitute facilities which might have gone into the bullding of the
new bases authorized or into the expansion of the existing plant. Since
all funds for land acquisitior were a part of the money arpropriated for
construction, it had been theught inadvisable to secure large areas for
bombing and gunnery practice at the expense of needed construction.
Finally, although the Air Corps hod admittedly got the lion's share of
Army construction funds in the late 1930's, the total appropriations fer

all Army construction had been infinitesimal when compared to Alr Corps

39
needs.
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Chapter I1
AUGMINTATICN €F AIR FACILITIES, 1932-1940

The nepr impasse im the constructicn and improvement of Air Corps base
facilities was brought to an end in the spring of 1939. As he hed
promiced eight days earlicr, President Roosevelt eent Congress e message
on 12 Jamuary asking a $300,000,000 appropristion nfor the purchase of air-
planes for the Army." The additional planes, he explained, would "consid-
ergbly strengthen tho defenses of the continental United States, Alasks,
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, end the Canal Zone."l

On 13 Japmary General Arnold prorosed thab $62,000,000 of the appro-
priastion should be syent on two new continental air hases, and one air
bace each in Puorto Rico, Fanams, and Alaska. This program, he urged,
would provide the mucleus of ttg well-rounded air defence which would be
wholly lacking if the whole $300,000,000 were devoted to the procurement
of z?.irplarxes.“2 He also pointed out that "girplanes alone, even of &
superior type, do not make an air force.“3 On 18 Jamary General Arnold
asked the Chief of Staff to secure $20,000,000 of WPA funds to build
two new air depotse. Frovision for these depots, needed to repair and
maintain the new aviatioh equipment about to be aunthorized, hsd not been
included in the $62,000,000 estimatea and he was unwilling 4o use nore
than thie amount of the $300,000,000 for construction. The Air Corps
thus hoped to secure all of the base installatior s which had been

suthorized by the Wilcox Aet, plus additional air bases in Fuerto Rico

12
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5
and Fanama. All of those facilities were urgently needed for hemispheric

defense.

After the necessery hearings and debates, Goniress followed the gener=-
a1 recommendations of President Roosevelt. On 3 April 1939 the Air Corps
was authorized the $300,000,000 with wbich it was to procure and maintain
a strength of 6,000 aircra.f.'b.6 By the appropristions act of 1 July
Congress allowed a cash outlay of $64,862,500 plus a cortract awthoriza-
$ion of $21,337,500 for the Air Corpe construction.v Despite General
Arnold's efforts to secure funis for the two air depots from the WEA,
these costs at the last moment hed been figured into the overall require=-
ment--thus making the grand total for construction $86,200,000 inetead
of the amount recommended &y the Air Gorps.8 On 21 July the Secretary of
War announced the allotment of $62,800,000 plus $3,961,000 of WPA funds
for Air Corps construction.9

General Arnold, long impressed with insufficient funds and realizing
that the needs of the Alr Corps still exceeded its means, sought to lnsure
o maximm utilization of all necw facilities. To thiz end he cauticned all
station commenders not to attempt to bring pressure on the War Department
through civilien channels for rarticular projects of interest to them.lo
In all censtruction it was emphasized that simplicity would be the keynote.
Station commanders were also enjoined that funds could be made availsble
for "only the moct urgently needed essential items.” 2 Under General
Arnold's directions the construction estimates were set up so that no

definite emcunts were cormitted to specific projects, so as to permit

13
savings on one project to be epplied to another. Permanent construction
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was to be provided for all technical buildings; troops, other than those
in Alaska and Panama, were to be housed in temporary mobilization-type
struotures, General Arnold estimated thnt permanent construction for all
of the mew stabtions would have cost about $128,000,000 and he was certain
that nothing had been left in his proeram for congtruction "but the mere
£]esh and bone," PFe defended the use of temporary housing by stating
that there was neither the time nor the money for construction of permanent
tuildings at all of the new gtations and by poinbing out that such World
War I temporary construction was 8till in use.

The chammels for effecting ccnstruction were clogred in 1939; most
of the authorities and responsibilities were vested in the War Department
General Staff. Ordinarily the using service indicated its general needs
and, if new stations were to be built, requosted the appointment of War
Department site boards to pecommend sites for the new installations. The
Aggistant Chief of Staff, G-/, initiated the necessary papers, end, after
approval by the Chief of Staff, the boards (with membership representing
all interested ngencies) were formally appointed by The Adjutant Generals
They made their investigations and revorted to The Adjutant General who
in turn sent their reports to the G-3 and G-4 Divisiors of the General Staff
and to the chief of the using agency for cotrent. These individusls heving
cormented, the board proceedings were transritted to the Secretary of War
for final approval. After his aprroval of the site the using azency next re-
quested the initiatlon of constructiom, and the G-4 Division, acting for the
Chief of Staff, directed the Quartermaster General to acquire the necessary
reel ostate and to prepare layout plans in coordination with the wishes of the

usiny egency. Following the approval of the 1ayout plans, construction

B i i
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. direoctives were prepared by tho Gef, Divisior, approved by tha Chief of
Staff, end issued to the fuartormaster Geperal whose conptructlcen Cuarter—

megbers on the local project gupervised the actual work at the site.ls

Since the two new continental bases were actuslly to be used by the
GHQ Air Force, there was seme doubt whether this agency or the QCAC
should aesume the initigtive for their construction. On 1 March 1939,
however, the Chief of the Air Corps Wad designated the immedlate cormaander
between the GHQ Alir Force and the War Dep-rtment ,16 and the OCAC assumed
the initiative in the matter, On 12 April 1939 General Arnold informed
the GHQ Air Force that the Buildings ,nd Grounds Section, OCAG, wenld
review a1l la.ycu-t.!plans for new congtruction. The GHQ Alr Force, hoWaver,
w,s to sulmit requests for additional facilities neoded at its bases to
the Chief of the Air Gcar-pss..:l:ir The GHQ Adr Force would also be allowed to
comment on the site 1ocgtions of the new bases.18

Planming for the location of the new combat bazes hed sctually befun
fer in advance of the actual appropriatlons for their constructim. In
1936 the Alr Corps Board had recommended that thege ccmbat bases be located
far enough inland so that enemy aircrafi would have to senrch over
unfamilier territory to find them. In 1938 General Arnold had desired that
this proyosel be followed in principle .19 At Arnoldt's request, the Var
Department hed esteblished a site hoard in October 1938 to select &
tentative site for tre northeast alr bace. This board, comycced of

20
of ficers from the Ver Depertwent Gerersl Staff and CCAC, hed been

directed in Jamuaxry 1939 to extend its search to lognte gltes for the
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couthenct air ¥ate ard alr 40} ot.zl By April 193¢ thio toard hed completed
j4o work ord hod mnde its rerortlzz nono of the cites regcrrended T the
board for the portbonct air tace WoTe feund caticfactorys put there wae
quick apreczent on tron locutlons for 'bge peuthorsh air tese ¢ nd depot.
Genersl Armold pocordingly pegomenended that the oited per tre latier wo
jnotallations te mprrovid rxd the ite for the rorthenct 8ir tace te mace
the cubject of more invastigaticn.23 tp 13 July the secretery of Wer
accordingly apncunced that the conthenst alr pace would be 1ocrted six
milen southwest of Tergm, Fl&.; OR g reninsule which jutted out into
Tanps Bay.% This elite wes celected because it wap far encugh south to
permit 18 alrereft to operste 1n the Ceribbesn pnd etill to be shielded
by the peintend of Florids arpinst possitle anrrier-oerne at't.acks.25 The
location of the northesst aly base near Chicogee Falle, 1008ey & decisich
rade difficult by the dence rorulrtion of the ares, Was not announced
antil 15 Septenber 1939 .26

Following the aegigpation of zites the Cffice of the Cuartermeaster
General made deteiled curveys and drew up plaps for constructicn. hkfter
aprroval ¥Y the Office of the Chief of Air Corps the spacifications were
sent to locn? QMG officers who were selected to gupervise the actuel work.z'?
ginco clesrance of 2 raze of tax clalms at Tampa required condemnation
grocedurs end WPA funde were used Lo TEY for clearing the lend, construc—
gion @id not begin pntil early In 1940 on the basé which was to be movn

as MacDill Pield. Bt the northeast alr hace, subeequently nexed West-

over Field, corndemnatico and evacuation rrocecdings were also pececsaly

. '
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end construction could not begin until February 19&0.28 General Arnold
aceurately yredicted that the two air bases would not be fully operaticn-
a1l for at least two years. MacDi11l was ready to receive its alr iare
group in March and April 1940,30 but Weetover wag not gufficiently com=—
pleted to receive a similar complement until later that year. Because
there wes no heat in the maintenmee buildings, the heavy bombardment
group schedul-d for Wectover wes not ordered there until Mey 1941.31 In
order to yrovide lending facilities for the heavy bembardment group
which was transferred to MeeDill in May 1940, the Air Corps had to secure
the use of the landing f£1eld at nesrby Drewv Field and operate there
until the runweys at MaeDill were completed in February 19L1.32

Site selection for the derots at Ogden end in the scutheast had
plso teen accomplished prior to the appropriations for the depots. The
gite for the Cgden Alr Depot hed been inspected during the pericd of
optimism following the passage of the Wlcox Act, and a gsite for the
future depot had bren locoted adjacent to the Czgden Ordnance Depot, &
site which the Army considered suitable to surnply any place on the
Tacific coact and yeb be far epough distant to protect it from enemy
9.'b'be-.c1c.33 The site for the southeast air derot was gelected by the
same tosrd which investigated sites for the northeast and southeast air
hasea, After inspecting Kew Orleans, la., Panama Gity, Fla., and Tampa,
Fla., Mobile, Ala., was chosen beceuce it was thought that a deypot there
would avgment the logistic fecilities of Faname and support & task force
in the South Atlantic. The War Depsrtrent amnounced its approvel of

24
the Mobile site on 13 July. The actusl construction ~etivity
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Wns initieted by the fuartermaster Corps, and work was tegun st Ogden in
Jermery 1940; slthough both the alr derot end the ad] oining Hill Field
were ready for limited operations during 1940, they were not conpleted
until lete 191;.!..35 At Mobile the govermment began land procurement in
Jamuery 1940, bub problems of drainage and cleering delayed construction
until Juns; the Mobile air depot and its Brookley Field werz consequent=
1y not ready for fullescale operations until Jenuery 1%2.3

The sugmentetion program included no arpropriations for new flyivg
training fields, but the Chief of Air Corps wes permitted to enroll
Plying cedets in civil schools for elementary flight tra:_lning. Ground
work for this training had been laid prior to the passege of the enabling
legislation: in Fovember 1938 the Chief of Air Corrs had directed the
Adr Corps Training Cemter to establish a beard for the insyection of the
11 civil flyirg schoole which had indiceted that they were interested in
receiving govermment contracts. On 6 June 1939 the War Department ape
proved a request for authority to organize nine civil school detache=
me;'rﬂ:za.”r The govermnment incurred no expense and no responsibility for the
erection of Tacilities at these civilian contract schools. Training
started st all of them shortly after 1 July 193"9.3'7

The apyroprietion of 1 July 1939 did carry funde for the exransiomn
of technical training facilities at Chanute and Iowry. In addition to
these exranded facilities, the Alr Corps Technical School secured the use
of Scott Fleld on 1 June 1939 for housing a basic training center, an

arrengement which was suppored to hold good until such time as the

*These were located at Tulsa, Okla., Santa Meria, Calif., Dallas, Tex.,
San Diego, Calif., Tusceloose, Ala., Glendale, Calif., Bast St. Louis, Ill.,
Lincoln, Neb., and Glenview, Ill.
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headquerters of the GHQ Air Force noved to Seotts The Alr Corpo
Technicnl School was also permitted to r-ke contracte with eivil scheols ab
Chicago, I1l., Glenrdale, Calif., Boston, Mars., Newark, N. J., East St. '

Louis, T11., Garden City, N. Y., and Tulsa, Okla, for trainivg aviation
39

mechanics.

Efforts to secure bombing and gunncry renges during the 1939 augmen-=

4ation were only pertially successful. In July 1939 Geperel Arnold
requested that three ranges should be acquircd for ¥eChord, Hamilton, and
MacDi11l Fielde, but the War Department, pointing out thaet Censress was
holding hearings on what would probably be the last deficlency appro=-
priation for the year, directed the Adr Gorps to broach the matter during
the new flscal 3rea;v:'.‘!pO In September 1939, however, the Adr Corps agaln
requested funds for the develomment of ranges near Valpariso, Fla..;. near
Boise, Idaho, or Spokesme, Wash.; and pear Hamilton Field. TFunds were
appropriated for the acquisition of ranges near MeChord ar® Hamilton in
February 1940 and in June Conrress gave the Choctawhatchee Naticnal
Forest aream to the lmr:,y'.41 Two boards, consisting of representatives
frem the Wer Depertment Genmeral Staff, the OCAG, the Q1C, and the GHQ

Air Force, were appointed to seek possible sites in the easstern and

western sections of the United Statas..42 The scquisition of the Chocw
tawbatchee National Forest pre-empted the function of the boerd for the
survey of the eastern United States,43 but by April 1940 the western site
board had locsted sites near Arlington, Oce., Sacramento, Calif.,
Yendover, Uteh, and Tonopeh, Nev. Almost immediste pocsession was
secured of the tract of waste land mear old Mather Field, Calif., vt

. the negotiations for the other ranges dragged on so long that they may
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toro properly to cercidered fo have been & part of the 19/C=1941 expep~
gion of Air Corps facilit:lf‘n.u

Duricg 1939 the OCAG worked clocely with the CAA and the WFA to
dovelop the civil alrports of the natioz %o a point suitable for nilitary __
exploitation. Under the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938 the CAA hed been
chorged with the collection of date and the forrmlsition of policy for a
system of public airfields which wounld be of value to cormerce end to
the nationsl defence of the United States.hs late in August 1939 the War
Department directed the Chief of Air Ocrps to submit a list of civil
pirporte which should be improved, indicating also the desired priority
and extent of improvement. With wer begirning in Burope early in
September, the Air Corps almoct immediately replied that it desired all
of the c¢ivil airports lying within 100 miles of the Atlentic coast from
Maine to Mobile, Ala., to be built up. As a second priority it wished
all of the lerger airfields of the remsinder of the country develored to
a point sultable for military use -46 Cn 1 September the CCAC dezigneted
militery priorities on the CAA tentative rroject 1list with the under-
standing thet the designation was subject to change.‘w At general
conforences between reyresentatives of the CAA, the WPA, and the CCAC
wers held later in September, it developed that by lew WPA funds could
be used for development of airfields only in rrovortion to the relief
needs of the varicus states and egeh locel agency, MmOTecver, vhich degired
to secure such a grant had to contribute g sponscrehip share of funta.
The WPA nevertheless agreed to teke cognizance of Air Corps requests for
high pricrity develorment of mirdromes along the Atlemtic coast and to

keep the local spoumsorship shere for such military projects as low as
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possible. The CAA agreed to solicit sponsors for mrojects of militery
necessity, and the Air Corps indicated thet it would furnish the two
agenclies with a definite list of airports whieh vere of fmportance to the
national defense .48

7o determine the airfields necessary for WFA develoment, General
Arnold secured the formation of a commlttee representing the War Flans
Division, the Navy, and the OCAC. This committee reported that enough aire
ports should be developed in the northeast to accommodate the entire
gtriking foree of the Ajr Corpse. In the goutheast 1t believed that a
iesser force would be required but that several alrports would be needed
for movement of aireraft to the Caribbesn, to Paname, and to South
America, In the northwest it named airgorts needed both for local de-
fense and for staging units to Alaska. Only one girport--that at Browns=
ville, Tex., which was thought to be nececsary for ferrying via the
inland route to Faname-—wes specified for development., It recommended
that 5,000-foot runveys would be required at all the airdromes recoms
mended for development by the CAA and the WPA449 The reviced list wes
tpanesmitted to the War Depertment on 11 Deccmber 1939, and after the
WPA had added other airfields in Alasks, Puerto Rico, and Heiti, the
fina) revision wes sent to the CAL on 4 Jenuery 1940 by the Secretary of
Wgr.so The WPA, in its turn, directed ench of its local edministrators
concerned to cooper.te with the CAA in setting up airports for develop=
ment with WPA funds on the post adventegeous conditions.51

The 1939 augmentation construction program Wasd to be the last of the
peace-time type expansiona. Tte boace fecility requireme nts had bheen long

planned, 1ta construction costs closely figured, and 1ta execublion oloeely
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EXPANSION OF FACILITI™S FGR HIMISFHTRIC DEFENSE, 1940-1941

By April 1940 the augmentation progran, concelved prior to the haw-
gimninz of World War II, had brought the Air Corps to a personnel gtrength
required to man its 25 combat groups.l Contirmued Nazi succecsos, how=
ever, mads it evident that 25 groups could not defend the hemlsphere.

In June 1940 the Air Corps was accordingly directed to expand to e
strength of 54 combat groups, and in March 1941 it was further directed
to expand to 84 combat groups. The Chief of the Alr Gorps,’ with increas-
ing responsibility, had to secure new facilities to provide for the
increased training, maintenance, and dispersal requirements of the two
programs, as well as for the combat groups. In a third and less exten-
sive, program, the War Depertment General Staff initially sssumed most of
the responsibility for building up the observation units needed for
cooperation with its expanding ground forces. The Chlef of the Air
Corps at first shared oﬁly partially 4n the development of facllities
for these units, but in July 1941 the newly created Army Air Forces lne
herited active direction of the whole rather confused matter. These

three phases of effort were designated, whether rightly so or not, as

hemigpheric defence programs.

1. The 54 Combat Group Program.
The easy successes of the German armies in the Netherl.rds and France

in Yay end June 1940 gave ample indicatlon of the stremgth of the Axis

23
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. air nrm. An fxic vietory in Eoropa, which, desplte Amcrlesn navil
suprezansy, rdeht permit o GermaneTtalisn penetration into South An.rica
with e strength of ~coe 1,000 tactical alrerafi, seamed possible.z To
root this threat, Copyrecs 13 June 1949 voted funis to complete the Alr
Corps congtruction anthorized in 1939, to expsud the enlisted strenocth
of the Adr Corps to 55,000, to increare the suthorized aircraft strength
of the Army, nnd to raise the rabte of rilot treining to 7,000 per year.
In & cupplenental appropristicn, spurred to quick aprroval on 26 June
bty tho collarpse of France, Conrress voted fundis and authority to increase
the ﬂ&r Corpa enl sted strength to aprroximatsly 94,443 men.3

Acting on the authority piven in the supplemental aprropriations, the
Wor Department on 29 June directed the Air Corps to organize its tactical
gtrength on tho basis of 3,873 coxbat aircraft, 2,131 combat aireraft
in regerve, and 6,831 training aircraft. This program it designated as
the Army's first aviation objective. The form of orpganization set up by
the Air Corps required 54 combat groups, six trensport groups, and 4,006
tactical alrcraft assigned %o units. Fumds and perconnel allotments,
however, permitted the immediate organlzation of only 41 combat groups,
and it was not until 8 October 1941 that the Air Corps secured the appro-
pristicns nceded te finance the difference between the apm oved 41 combal
groups and the projocted 54 group organization:a Aetunlly both of these
expansions (with the exception of their pilot training programs) were
undertaken simultaneously under the designation of the 54-group program.
Under the two programs there were reluted expansions of flyling tralning,
technical training, and depot melintenence facilities. New bases and

‘ other inntallations had to be secured for each of these augmentations as

well as for the accommodgtion of the new combat groups.
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Expansion of Training Facilities

The most immediate task for the projected comhat expansions was to
increase the pilot ir.ining rate, planning for which antedated formal
legislative approval. At the White House on 14 May 1940, Genersl Arnold
yroposed to raise the rate of pilot training from the current 4,500 to
7,000 ter year and to utilize the pilot eliminees for navigation and
bombardment training.5 Having secured tentative approval of this ides,
he forws ded a formal plan for the accomplishrent of these objectives to
the Chief of Staff on 24 May. This plan, among other features, proposed
that the existing Air Corps Training Center be expanded into three centerg--
the Southeast, the Gulf Coast, and the West Coast Air Corps Training
Centers., The Gulf Cozst Trainingz Center was to control Randolrh, Kelly,
Brooks, a new advanced school to be located in south=central Texss, and
2 new specialized school to be located near Houston, Tex. The Southeast
Training Center was to be assigned Mawwsell, Barksdale, & new advanced
gehool near Maxwell, and a specialized schcol to be located at Eglin
Field. The Wazt Comst Training Center was to take over Moffett and to
open & new advanced school in the San Joaquin Valley of California. Each
of the civil contract schools wns to open & now civil school. The War
Dopartment evproved this recommendation on 6 Jhne,6 and funds to house
the increased number of flying cadets, to tuild the new training fields,
and to secure additional training aircraft were appropriated on 13 June.

During May 1940 the (CAC requested each of 1ts nine civil contract
schools to make plens to open nine additional schools on the Facific
coast. The Air Corps Training Center acrointed a board of officars to

inapect the sites for the new schools recomnended by the civil schools,

e B
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. and on 19 June the OCAC anmounced that locstions hed been aprroved,

Iraining of navigators was insugurated on 10 Aug:at at a ¢ivil school
opsrated by Fan American Airways at Corsl Gables, Fla.s

Acting on Wer Department orders, the Air Corps Training Center formed
a site boord to eelect sites for the military flying schools, After
having received telegrarhic recommendations from the future cemmanders
of the West Coast and the Southeast Training Centers, the board rather
rexrfunctorily Froposed to locate & bombardier school at the site of old
Ellington Field, near Houston, Tex.; & new basic school at the munieipal
airrort, ¥ontgomery, Ala.; a new advanced school at the municipal gire
rort, Stockton, Calif.; and a new advanced school near San Angelo, Tex.
A site for a specialized rursuit school nesr Selme, Ala., was selected
and arrroved lster in June.9

With thece preliminaries out of the way, the redistribution of the
exiating facilities was undertaken. On & July the three new training

centers were es‘tablish»;d.lo Kaxwell, Moffett, and Barksdale were turned
over to the centers on 15 August, 10 September, and 15 October respec-
tively.ll Eglin Field, exranded to inelude tho whole Choctawhatchee
forest ares, was designated as a separate rost and as the site of g
gunnery achool on 17 August. On the same day the other new schools at

San Angelo, Ellington, Montoomery, and Stoeltton were formally constituted
12
by the War Department.

Construction at the rew Installations was slower than had been an-

ticlpated. Complicated lease negotiations st the ¥ontgomery mnicipal

* Muskogee, Okla, (Hatbhox Field), Fort Worth, Tex, (Hicks Field),
. Hemot, Calif,, Oxnard, Calif., Ontario, Calif., Jackson, Miss., Sikeston,
MOO’ Ia]{eland’ Fl&.’ nbaw, G&.

'
]

— - .r .‘ — .
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

e S Y




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

R SRS - P YT N
w' } i S S !&uflﬂi""“‘r
« s Sa L ;‘ "1«'

AHS-69, Chap. III 27

1 [
Lt i

4 e e b

aipport delayed rovermmont entry until Auzust 1940, tut by Hevember the
new station--called Guntre Fiold--wns ready for troining. In a chinge
{from the first plans, Guntrr was deovelored as the basic training esheol
for the Scutheast Traininy Center.13 Tossession was taken of the leaze=
hold at the Stockton mmnicipal airport in July, end training began late
in December l‘?&O.M On 12 July, 640 acres of lamd were leased near San
Anvelo, construction begen in Angust, sand the new Goodfellow Field was
resdy for the begimning of basie flying training in February 1941.15
B leas- was negotiated at the site of Craig Field, Selma, Ala., in July,
clegring and construction began in August, and flyin- tralning began
there on temrorary runways in May 1941. Construction of the mew instel-
1ation at Ellington Field met +the most diffieultiess the conatruction
which began in August 1940 was so retarded by rain and drainage problems

7
that the field was not ready for £lying training until Cetober 1941.

Originally it had been planned that construction be limited to congtruc-
tion of cantonments and development of a turfed 1anding field at these

stations, but local soil coniitions soon made it ovident that some sort

18
of lending surface would be necessary. Congress approprinted funds

19
for prepared landing surfaces at these flelds on 17 March 1941.

The tactleal expansions elso necersitated an {nereaced training rate

for Air Corps technicians. The Al-group Froiram required an increase in
enlisted strength from about 43,000 men to over 94,000, and the 5L~group »
program regrired more them 136,000 enlisted men.20 Accordingly, the OCAC
directed its Technical Zehool on 7 June 1940 to prepare 4o train an addl-
tional 21,100 techniclans (making 2 total of shout 31,600 men to be

trained) prior to 31 December 1941. It hoped to accomplish most of the

e e
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gdded trainine by usiny civil eoniract cohonls, nnd it proposed to train
p1l néuinistrative elerks in eivil cchools.21 Pefore cuch plsuning could
be effectunted, the Alr Corpa encountered the meeds of the 5i-combat group
prorrey, and on 11 July the OCAC directgd the Technical School to prepare
to train sbeut 52,000 techniclans in the same period of time. This
directive contexplated use of S:2ott Tield for technical 'brain:i.ng,22
and the establichment of two new Army technical gehools at new installa-
tiona.23 Colenel G. C. Brant, Commendant of the Technical School, Te=
plied with the proposal that this training could best be accomplished
by & maximum exploitation of the existing training plant and by a system
of epprentice training in individual corbat unite. The Technicai Sehool,
it was explsined, hed neither the personnel nor the equipment necesssry
to feund new branch schools, snd it was not believed that clvil schcols
conld train a large mmber of students. This aprrentice plan was re
jected by the OCAC because it required too much time for accdmplishment.zA
The nctual sccomplishment of the training objectives represented a
compromise of viewpoints. The Air Gorps secured §£6,000,000 from Congress
Por two new technical schools on 8 October 1940, bub they were not %o be
built during the S54-group expansion.25 Ingtructicnal shifts were put into
effect at the existing technical schools. Scott Field was estgblished
as the permanent station of the Redio Operators and Mechanlcs Course in
Septembor 1940.26 The War Department offered Jefferson Barracks, St.
Louis, Mo., to the Air Gorps for use as a replacement and besic training

27
center, and on 30 July the tost was turned over to the Alr Corps. By

October 1040 Jefferson Barracks w.s in uce, and in Febrvary 1941 it was
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. formally designated as an "Air Corps Replacement Center (Technician) .28

Tn order to clear lowry Field for armament and photograrhy training, the

Technical School requested the (CAC *o secure nenrt: Forl Lolwe, & ground
forcas toct which e being evacunted, as a site for clerical training.29
In November 1940 the Var Depertment made this assigmment, and on 1 March
19,1 the clerical depar't.m;ant was moved to Fort Logan.BO The technical
training expansion alco made ure of civil mechanics echools in addition
to those which had been given contracta in 1939.*

The effectustion of plens for 5h-combaet groups also pecessitated
another upw-rd revisien of pilot tralning, and in August 1940 formel
plenning vas begun to train 12,000 pilots anmially. The OCAC sought to
secure g yart of this ineresce by a concentration of training into shorter
courses, but gome physlcal exyansion was made ineviteble by the very size
of the increment.ﬂ Aceordingly, the Alr Corps asked for eight new
flying training fields, two new gunnery training fields, and five new
cadet reception centers. TFunds for this construction, emounting to
$30,082,500, were appropriated on 2/, September 192.0.3? lete in Jeptember
the CCAC directed each of its three tralning centers to make reccrmenda-
tions for locations of their share of the new instellations. Certain
siten were cuspested for investigatian, but the responsibllity for pre-
liminary recommendgtion was placed on each center.

The Gulf Const Training Center was directed to recormend sites for a

new observers' school, a new bagic school, an advonced twin-engine school,

two edvenced single~-erngine schocle, and two gunnery schools, one of which

*Ty October 1940 clasces hod entcred such civil schools at Oaklaend,
. 0glif., Inglewood, Calif., Dallas, Tex., Hew Crleons, Ia., lincoln, Feb.,’
' Ksneas Clty, Mo., and Fhiladelphls, Fa. Another school at Jackson Helghts,
L.I., ¥.Y.y wne added in Jemuary 1941. (Aist. of Army Air Corps Technical
Trainizg, Ve 1, ppe 121-22.)

L A J\\
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to be in the Victeria-Mategords ares of Texas. Because of the urgent

30

need for a school to train obeervers, the CCAC yrier to receipt of formal
recommendetions directed that the new obszervation school would be located
at Brooks F'ield.34 After three sets of recormendptions had been sube
ritted, the CCAC finally allocated only one advenced flying school—-for
which it favored the site st Vietoria, Tex.-~to the Culf Coast Traimirg
Center, 2 The Viest Comst Training Center W,8 directed to make reccmmen-
dations for the location of a new basic school, two new advenced flying
schools, and one gunnery school.3 The board set up by the center to
locgte these sites investigated and discprded scme 34 sites, and on 11
Coetober it recommended Bakersfield, Calif., for the new basie scheol; old
Mather Field, Spcramento, Celif., for the pdvenced twin-engine school;

Fhoenix, Ariz., for the advenced twin-engine school; and Ias Vegas, Nev.,

7
for the new gunnery schcol. 3 In December the CCAC directed the center

Lo recormend a site for an additional basic school, and the training
2

center board offered a site st Taft, Calif,” Between 28 September and

18 Octoter a Southe,st Training Center site board inspected 24 possible
sites within its area. Its final recorrendations were that a flexible

gunnery school should be located at Fanams City, Fla., a basic school

at Macon, Ga., and sdvanced schools at Albany, Ga., and at Dothen, Ala.39

To make the final and officiel recommrendations of the sites, the CCAC
secured the aprointment of a War Departrent board early in December
1940. Iate in Jamuary 1941 this board, which consisted of rerresenta-
tives of the Buildings and Grounds Divisicn, OCAC, the Training and

0
Operations Division, CCAC, ond the Corps of Enginaera,A aryroved the

sites which had been offered by the training centers; on 7 March the CCAG

« l o e
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rerorted that these sites had been aprroved hy the War Department and that
they would be davelo;ed.“'

In exranding the training fields in areas cloce to the Facific coast,
the CCAC encountered the opposition of It, Gen, D. C. Emmons, Commanding
General of the GHQ Air Force. General Bmmons protested on 20 March 1941
that training fields which could not be evacuated in time of war without
serious disruption of training should be located only inm the interior of the
country. The Plans Division, OCAC, agreed in princiyle with Gereral Emmons
but wag unwilling to deny the tr,ining activities the mild climate of the
Southe,st, Gulf cosst, and Facific comst. In an emerpency it held that
training activities could be diverted to those of the three srees not under
attack; 1t thought it improbable that there would be a threst to more than

2
one of the cges frentiers at the same Line .14P

Expedition of the 12,000-pilot proeram reguired the new flying scheols
to be operationsl by June 1941 and the gumnery schools by July 1941.43 A1l
prohibitions on runweys snd landing msts were relaxed, and Congress appro-

*
rriated funds for such facilities at the new fields on 17 I-Gs:arr:h.“F

*¥Training began early in June 1941 at Cochran Field, Macon, Ga.; Iuke
Field, Thoenix, Ariz.; Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif.; Minter Field, Bakers-
field, Calif.; and Gardner Fleld, Taft, Cslif,.,, Turner Field, Albeny, Ga.;
vas not ready for training until August 194). (Hist. of the AAF Pilot School
LBasig/, Cochran Fld, Activation to 7 Dec,194l,v.l, p. 11, in AFSHO 281,641,
ve 1; Hist, of Imke Fld, Activation to 8 Dec 41, v.l, p. 18, in AFSHO 285.79-1,
v.l; Higt. of Mather Fld, Jan 39 to 7 Dec 41, p. 7, in AFSHO 226.24-1; in
The AAF Pilot School [Rasig/,Minter Fld, 30 Apr 41 to 7 Dec 41,v. 29, in AFSHO
286,46~1;Hist, West Coast ACTC, 8 Jul 40 to 7 Dec 41, v.l, p.206; Hist. Turner
F14, 15 May 41 to 7 Dec 41, v.1, Sect.4t, pp. 1=-25; Hist. Foster Fld, 12 Cct 40
to 1 Mor. 44, v.1, p. 51 in AFSHO 283,.21-1, v.lj Hist. AAF Flexible Gunnery
School,las Vegas, 1 Jan 39 to 7 Dec 41, v.l, pasgim; in AFSEO 281.64=1, v.l;
ibid.,& Dec 41 to 1 Jan 43, v.1l, p.l, in AFSHO 285,54=-2, v.)l; Hist. AAF Flexible
Gunnery Sch, Tyncall Fld, 1 Jan 39 to 7 Dec. 41, v.l, pascim;Hist. AAF EFTS,

1 Jan 39 to 7 Dec 41, v.1l, pp. 200=203, 222-223.) Inclement wenther delayed
the construction at Fost-r Field, Victorie, Tex., and training did not begin
there until late in September 194}. Difficulties in securing the use of

the gunnery ranges at las Vegas, Nev., and Tyndall Field, Fla., delayed the
begimning of flexible gunnery training at those stations until December

191 and March 1942 respectivelys . .

o m
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Ao yart of tho oxpanded pilot training prevrem, the OCAC deeclded to use
threo onlarped cndet rogeption centers inctend of the five centers for
vhich funde hnd been arpropriated on 24 Seyptexbor 194(‘.3.‘!»5 On 7 December it
directed emch training center to submit rgecommendations for the location
of ona cadet reception center. Masxwell, Foffett, and Yelly Flelds were
racomronded, and designstions of centers at thore fields were arproved by
the Ynr Derartment on 21 Februery 1941. These reception centere actually
orened at Maswell In September 1941, at Kelly in Noverber 1941, and at

5
Senta Ans, Calif, (instead of Moffett) in February 1942.4

Additional civil contract schools were alsc needed to train 12,000
pllots o year. The 7,000-pilot program had dealt with no new civil contrgc-
tors, but the nine existinz contractors could not menage another similar
expansion. In June 1940, tkerefore, all 38 of the arproved civil flying
schools of the countiy were rent a letter outlininy the specifications
for such govermment training, and on 27 June the Chief of the Air Corps
directed the Air Corps Training Center to prepare a priority list of the
Interected e¢ivil flying schools. On 13 Nov-mber 1940 the OCAC directed
the Gulf Cozst Training Center, which (being a redesignation of the old
Air Corps Training Center) had succeeded to the direction of the civil con-
tract program, to select 11 new contract schools from the yriority list.
Six of the 11 new schocla finally approved by the War Depariment were
located in the Gulf Cozst Trainins Center area; five of thece were re=-
quired to move to sites which were less hazardous for training.* Con-

tract schools in the West Cozst Training Center area were arrroved at

*Only the school at Oklshoms City, Ckls., remeined in its originel
location; the other schools were moved from Dallss, Tex., to Brady, Tex.;
frem Robertson, Mo., to Cuero, Tex,; from Fouston to Corsicane, Tex.:

from Grand Prairie to Stemford, Tex.; and from Memyhis, Temm., to Fine Bluff,Ark.
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King City, Caplif., Tulare, Calif., and Glendale, Ariz. These and the
other contraet schools in the ares were transferred to the jurisdiction of
the West Coast Training Center on 15 February 1941. New civil schools
in the Soutiaeast Training Center area were approved at Camden, S. C.,
Arcsdia, Fla., Americus, Ga., and Tuskegee, Ala. The first three of these
schools were operational in March 1941, but Tuskegee, established for
Negro aviation training, did not open until August 1941, Together with
the other civil schools in the area, they passed to the control of the
Southeast Tralning Centser on 15 January 1941.47
Erocurement of Tactical Ajr Bases

According to the schedule the GHQ Air Foree w.s to be more than
doubled in sigze. Tactical strenzth was to inerease from 25 to 54 combat
groups, six new transport groups we~e to be organized, the existing four
combat winz were to be inereased to 17, =nd four new air distriect {short-
1y to be redesignated as air forces) headquarters were to be established.
The need for rapid expanslon meant that there would be no time to build
new air bases on a permanent scale cuch as McChord, MacDill, .nd Westover.
Instead, the YWar Departmsnt ennounced that existing facilities--military,

48

state, and municipal--would be used to the maximm in the expansion,

It directed that a1l new construction incident to this and other Army ex-
pansions would be of a temporary type rather than the psrmanent construction
which hpd been used during the 1939 sugmentation progreun.‘ﬁ'9

Fursusnt to the policy of maximm utilization of existing fpeilitles
the War Department offered Jeffrrson Barracks, St. Louis, Mo., Fort George
Wrisht, Spokang Wash., Fort Douglas, Salt lLake City, Utah, and Fort

-
4

L
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fawton, Seattle, Wash., to the Air Corps on 18 July 1940, effective at
such time as their garrisons could be moved. The OCAC indicated initlally
that it could use all of the posts except Fort Lawton.50 This post was
believed to be located too far from the municipal air-ort in Seattle to be
sultable for the use of & tactical group.sl

The immedimte tesk confronting the Air Corpa was to find stations for
the tactical groups which had to be moved frem Moffett, Yaxwell, and
Sarksdale in order that those staticns could te used for flying training.
After geveral plans for the evacuation of Mexwell and Moffett had been
considered, it was finally decided to move the heavy bomha;dment group
from Hamilton Field to the municipal alrport at Salt leke City, Utsh, and
to replace it with the two pursuit groups and the observatlion squadron from
Moffett. The composite group which had served as the test orgenization
of the Air Corps Tactical School at Maxwell was to be moved to Orlando,
Fla., and the Air Corps Tactical School was to be temporprily inactivated.sz
During July 1940 the Air Corps accordingly secured leases on the Salt Iake
City and Orlando municipal airports.53 Request was made for the inmediate

transfer of Fort Douglas to the Air Corps in Aumust, and on 20 Septenber

54
this transfer was formally accomplished. Cn 20 Auzust cemstruction of

an Army cantonment was bepun at the Splt Leke City sirdrome lease, and
early in Serterber the heavy bombardment group from Hemilton was moved to
quarters at Fort Deugl-s. In Jmuary 1941 a rart of the Air Cerps troors
was shifted to the new cantonment at the airdrcme leese, but the Alr Cerps
cortinued to occupy Fort Douglas until Decemter 1941 when 1t was returned

to the control of the IX Cerps Area.55 The comporite group was transferred

<
ce b
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. from Maxwell to the Crlnndo alrdrome lease in September 1940, ard during
£6

the same month the units from Moffetd were neved to Hamilton.) Barly
in October 1940 the licht hembardment units st Barksdele wrre noved to
tent shelter at Savarmsh, Ge., pending the construction of & cantorment
at the Huntor Field leacehold. OCne 1irht berbardment squedron wag quare
tered in tents at Iawson Field, Fort Benning, Ga., in order to train with

57
the ground troops there.

Selection of sites for the new stations required under the 54-group acti-
vation program began on & planning basis in June 1940, The Flans Divielon,
OCAC, drew up a tentative list of stations for the new units ard subnitted
it on 15 June.58 The 1ist was passed on to the War Depariment on 18
June, and, in order to moke a dstailed invesiigation of sites, the FPlans
Division reccmmended that a board of officers cengisting of reprecsenta-
tives fror the GHQ Air Force, the Training and Opergations Division, CCAC,
and the Buildings and Grounds Divislon, OCAC, should be set u.p.59 By 2
July a revised list of aites had been drawn up to meet War Department
wishes, with the undersbt.nding in the OCAC that the 1list was tentative
in nature and designed mevely to cormit the General Staff to a gezlaaral
program of activatien. 0 The (CAG, however, was not to he allowed the
active control of the site selection procedure which it had conterplated.
The Aesistant Chief of Steff, G4, jnitiated the action looking toward
the appointment of site boards on 12 July. His instructions %o the three
boards which were to determine sites in the East, the South, and the West
were exceedingly general: they were to detsrmine the availability of
goverment- or state~owned facilitles, the location of thege facilities

. with relation to porulation centers, £u1l. data necescary for leasing
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TUrTonC S, troprieal faciMitire eleondy awntFable, wtilitiea o T2 nade
awailable, the renilability of LuildinT areas, the extont of finmeial oF
other ngsisiance obtninable fren 1lonal nuthoritics, nnd, jngt on the list,
the pencral mitability of the £3e1d4 for en Air Cerys staticn.él The
threo boarss, as they wWire cet up cn 18 “July, contaired an officer desig— -
nrted ty the War Deporireont Geperal Stoff, an officer from the GHQ Air
Forca, nnd an officer from the Cffice of tho Quartermaster '{.?rtazm:xc'ai'L.62
Thage boards, as they were cet un by the ler Dopartment, led to pumer=
cng difficultics. 211 of them wece headed by officers wio wese not from
the Alr Cc:f:c'pa.é"3 Colonel Willis H. Hals, the GHQ Air Force reprecentative
on the board vhich hed curveyed the South, rercried in 1941 that such an
offlcer had either to he "perely a puzzled and confused figure-hend® or
elce he hnd to assume aRb netive role which pirtht lend to clashes of person—
alitics on the tonrd. Colonel Hale thought that such toards hud nade &
f"poor impression'! on the civil outhorities with which they had consulted.
In his opinion, it was just a8 intellicent to have a Const Arti lery Corps
o rieer in charge of on Mr Corps board A3 1% wovld be to have en Alr
Corps officer in charze of the colecticn of slies for rezount depots.
Colonel Hale alzo pointed out that a lack of specific instructions had
regulted in many f£indincs that "so and go " would be satisfactory "if
and when co nnd sof was accomplished.& The leok of a direct representa=
tive of the Chief of the Alr Corps on the bosrds nesnt that his office,
in passing on tre board reccmrendations, hed 1ittle date other than that
farnicked in the often imperfect toard reports. The CCAC generally
observed the opinion of the GHQ Air Force merber end based 1ts findings

(
on it. >3
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The slowness of the boards in rerorbing to the War Department canced
delay in locating the new stabions. Brigadier General R. C. Moore, Asgist—
ant Chief of steff, G4, 8t length directed on 8 Afurust that sone sort of
en anewer should be got from the boards which had not revorted, and onh
17 August s conference in the Flans Division, OGAG; attended by Generel
Marshall, General Apnold, and General Moore, made a final 1ist of the new
stations together with the designations of the units which were to be
looated at ‘c.}:‘u:,m.é"7 On the basis of this 1ist the Flans Division asalgned
sonstruction pricrities on 18 September to the municipal airports. later,
Baton Rougze, la., and Bartford, Conn. were added to the progrri, but
guring December it was declded to move the Alr Corps project from Hartford
to Windsor Locks, Gonn.68 During the ceme month the GHQ Air Foree found
cbjections to ghe site of the airrort et Yakime, Wesh., and the CCAC
secured the movement of the project from Yakima to Fendleton, Ore., where

&
£iying conditlons were less hazardous. 9

Site board rerorts were paseed to the CCAC as soon as they were
received in the War Department, and after approval there they were gent
back to the General Staff. After this apgroval the Quartermagter Corps
was directed to start negotiations for leasing.qo The standard lesse form,
s form not eagily sdapted to Alr Corys requiremente, gecured only that

rart of the airfields necessary for erection of an Army cantonment, con=

tained an agreement that the Army would have the use of the runwaye and

¥Salt Leke City, Utah, Orlando, Fla., Tempa, Fla. (Drew Fleld), Tella=-
heasee, Fla., Sevannah, Ga., louisville, ¥y., West Falm Beach, Fla., New
Orleans, la., Tucson, Ariz., Albuguerque, . Mex., Portland, Ore., Cklahcma
City, Okla., Bangor, Me., Pt. Wayne, Ind., Jockson, Miss., Mancheater,

1, H,, Meridian, Mims., Everett, Wash., Yakima, Wash,, Spokane, Wash.,
Freano, Calife, Charlotte, M. C., Augusta, Gae, and Boise, ldaho.

(ReR, Brig. Gen. B. K. Yount, Chief, Flans Div, OCAC, to Chief, B&G Div,
subj: Construction Priorities for Completion of Adrdromes, 18 Sept 4Q,

in AFSHO 322,0824, OCAC Flans.)
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landing field, and included such miscellanecus agreements as the gite
boards hed been gble to secure. Generally the Air Corrs sought to limit
civil use of the fislds to scheduled airliners and to other privately

71 .

owned aireraft equirped with two-way radio. Several of the first leases
ghowed defmcts which made renegotiation or amendment necesgary. barly in
November 1940, for example, it was discovered that few of thé leases con-
tained provisions against student flying. At Albuguerque the lease pro-
nibited student flying only if the aireraft were not equipped with two-
way raﬁio.72 Some of the leaces did mot provide enough room for building
the facilities needed by the Air Corps. At Albuquerque thP lease executed
in December 1940 assigned the govermment only 18 acres out of the 898
acres on the airfield.73 The process of forwerding leases through the
Office of the Quartermaster General cost much valuable time, especinlly

gince many of the le~ses go laboriously negotinted had to be revised after

74
they were inspected by the QCAC.

Since few of those municipel airfields were immediately suit_ble for
the use of tactical units, the COAC sought the assistance of the WPA and
1nter of the CAA in building them up to the proper operational standardse.
Understanding that the WPA intended teo liberalize its regulations governing
arplication of its funds to militery purroses, General Arnold esked on 6
June 1940 for assistance in improving a number of stations needed both for
defense and for the 7,C00-pilot prugram.vs On 2/ June the CCAC furnished
the WTA a tentative 1ist of stations which it expected to be selected for
combat groups under the 5i-combat-group program.76 Cn the same day the

Flans Division, 0CAC, designited a lialson officer to work on projects

‘_Mw
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requiring WPA asslisiance. Ty the fall of 1940 the OCAC elso supperted

legislation which was designed to aprrorriate funis to the CAA for the
Jevelopment of & nationnl system of airdromes.qa Tn Cotober 1940 the GAA,
with the blessinzs of the Wer Department, received 410,000,000 with which
1t was charged %o conotruct, improve, and rerair not more than 250 public
ajirports to be designated by the Seeroteries of the Wer and Negvy
Departments.qg By December a 1ist of first priority airdromes had been
discussed and aprroved in joinb conferences netweer the Army, Yavy, snd
the CAA, and by March 1941 the last of thrse funds had been al_'l.oca.ted.so
To couplate pressing meeds, Congress appropriated another $94,977,750
to the CAA in June 1941 and raised the colling on the number of girports
%o be improved to 39%. On 25 August 1941 the CAA received an additional
$5,500,000 to round out developmental work already sta.rtecl.al In the ex=
penditure of theae funds the CCAC soucht to develop airperts in each of
the gtrategic ereas which were needed for defense, to improve the fields
needed for ferrying, o build uvp the eirports gt which tectlcal units were
to be located, and to build new fields to accomuodate civilien flying dis-
placed from airports by militery use .8:2

Aeccordinz to the planning the only militery funds which were to be
necessary in the develogment of the new sactical fields would te those
funds needed to tuild the militery housing end the 1limited technleal
facilities (one shop hangar per group) allowed. Such funds were appropri=
ated on 26 June for the L1-group expanslon and on 8 October for the 54~
group programs Though General Varshall had directed early in November
that the funisz be released without delay, they were not made availgble
antil December 19.!;0.33 Once congtruction was gterted, additional exyendes
due to risinz costs of constructionsl materiels, additionsl requirem nts
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not orivinnlly eontemplated, prd the nacessity for government purchase of
savoral of the sirfields (thus makinp thenm inaligible for CAA grants) made
it necegsary for the War Department to request deficiercy appropriations.
These deficit aprropristims-~including $17,485,C00 to complete Alr Corps
housing ond additional sums for runways at Fortland, Everett, Hartford,
West Palm Beach, Fort Wayne, Charlotte, and Eagt Baton Rouge--were ap-
proved on 17 March 1941.84

By the fall of 1940 it had become aprparent that the Quartermsster
Corps was overtgxed by the volume of construction which was being placed
upon it. To speed up the lagging Air Corps construction the Agsigtant
Chicef of Steff, G-4, sccrrdingly asked that consideration be given to the
trensfer of Air Corps construction to the Corps of Engineers., OColomel
F. M. EKennedy, Chief, Buildings and Grounds Division, 0CAC, initially
oprosed the proposed transfer. Although he admitted that the Air Corps
congtruetion program seemed to be two months behind schedule, he blamed
most of the delay upon the slowness in the selection of cites., Since the
Quartermaster Corps had already mede e mumber of the project estirates
for construction, he feared that to treancfer the effort would further
delsy the whole program.85 General Marshall slso professed to have had
misgivings ag to possible delays, btut on 19 November 1940 he directed that
all Air Corps construction should te transferred to the Corps of Engineers
as quickly as rossible. The trasfer of all but a few of the projects

unierway was accomplished gradually, scemingly without causing ewy con=

giderable delay.g6

Air Corps plems for the occupation of the new stations indicated in

Januery 1941 that Orlando, Salt Lake City, and Savgnnsh were needed
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immediately; that West Palm Beach wculd be needed in February; that
Cherlotte a d Tallshacsee would be needed in March; that New Orleans,
Jackson, Meridiasn, Aucusta, Baton Rouge, Spokane, Fortlend, Everett, Fresno, ,
Oklahoma City, Tucson, and Albugquerque would ke needed for occupgney in
April; and that Bangor, Manchester, Fendleton, and Boise would be needed
in Hay.87 Because of the delays in the initiation of construction Genersel
Emmons had predicted in December 1940 that the construction prosram would
be a "serious bottlenmeck” unless it could be expedited "o the greatest i
possible degree."

Though there were a mwiber of delays in the antieipated dotes of
oceupation of the new statimsa, the Air Corrs activ.Lion program was
ouffieiently flexible to prevent conctruction difficulties from becoming
a "serious bottlemeck." On 1 Januery 1941 the focilitles at Orlendo end
Salt lake City were nearing completion snd vork wos underway at Albuguerque, {
Boice (Gowen Field), Charlotte (Morric Fleld), Tampa (Drew Field), Jacksenm,
Sevannah (Hunter Field), New Crleans, Cklahoma City (Will Rorers Field), . ~— |
Portlanm?(ﬁwd), Tallshassee (Dale Mabry Field), =~

Tucson {Davie=Monthan Field), and }est Falm ] rison_Field).eg |

Funter Field at Sovanmah was quiekly brought to completions with construc-

tion expedited on a cost-plus a fixed-fee basis, its cantonment was vir-

tually complete in late Jamusry 1941, less than 90 dnys after the origi-
nel pround had been hroken.90 The fpeilitiee at West Falm Feach were
accerted on 27 February,gl and the cantonment at Bowran Field, Ioulsville,
was marked complete on 20 Harch.92 By June 1941 mret of the se fields

93
were opergticnel, and corstruction difficulties were minor. Of the

group of airports only New COrleans offercd a serions rroblen to the
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exransion program. The New Crleans municipal airrort had been enthusias—
’ tically recormended by the cite bosrd as & tase for a heavy bombardment

grouy, an excellent cantomment had been censtructed, and a heavy bermbard=

ment group hed been transferred to the field with little difficulty. The

runvays on the mmnicipel field, hcvever, were only 3,400 feet long, and

the heavy group found it imrossible te conduct effective operational train-

ing from the field. Despite these difficulties the group rerained there

24
wuntil December 1941, and at that time the field was turred to other uses.

Construction at the remain’ng airfields in the progrem met with some-
what more difficulty. Amcng the less sericus problems wFre thoge encoun-
tered at Faine FMeld, Fverett, W.sh., where construction was delayed by
labor strikes. By housing incoming troops in tents it was still possible
to0 receive a pursuit group there in Jhne.95 Key Field, Meridian, l}ies.,
was delsyed from 30 to 45 days due to slowmess in ecquisition of outlying
areas not contemplated by the site board and by a shortage of skilled labor
and eritical materials.96 At Hording Field, Baton#;Z:;;:“i;:TF%hﬁra were

oving high tension wires and in rrading and drainage,
both of which tasks had been under

by local authorities. The field
was not able to receive its pursuit group until Cetober 19&1.97 Fendleton,
Ore., vas ready to receive its medium bormbardment group in fune 1941, but
in Fay 1942 , series of heavy bomber accidents cauced by a derression in

the middle of the runwey led to a declsion to sbandon the field for such
Q

flying.' Daniel Field, Augusta, Ga., was ;ompleted arrroximelely on

schedule and vas used during the Caroline maneuvers in the fall of 1941,
In 1942, however, it was decided that the field was too small for tactical

O
training, and the Air Corps cantonment was diverted to other purpores.'g
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The munieclpal alryortc at Fresno, Calif., ard Ft, Hayne, Ind., proved
to te unsuitable for Air Corps uce and substiinte facilitlec hed to ko
developed. The munieipal airrort at Fresno was tdo cremred for proper
treining, so that the Air Corrs had to mecure the use of the new CAA air-
port which was to te developed with CAA funds. Disgruntled land owners
in the vicinity, scme yrotecting that the location of an Army field near
Fresno "would te an invitation to inveding planes to borb and destroy" the
¢ity, held up construction at the new site with court orders. A lack of
funds encountered in July further deleyed construction, but Hammer Field
wag ready to house its tactical units in August 1941. These medium
bembardnent squadrons uced the runweys at neasrby Chandler Field until
Hammer was ready for flying in Fovember 1941.100 At Ft. Wayne, Ind.,
local pressure hy civilian flyers and the deterioraticn of the runweys
at the munieipal airrort led the Air Corps to recommend that it be allowed
to take over the new airfield being developed for the clty by the CAA,
This solution wes approved by the War Derartment, and Bser Field was ready
for occupancy in Cctober 1941.101 At Windsor Locks, Conn., the initiation
of construction was delayed by the late decision tc move the girfileld
project from Hartford to the new CAA facility, but facilities at the new
field were ready for a pursuit group when it arrived in August.loa

Difficulties with local authorities led to government purchace of the
municiral airfields at Spokene, Wash., and Bangor, lle., At Syokane the
CCAC first plarned to lease Sunset Field (later named Geiger Field) which
was being developed with WFA and CAA funds. The local county cormmissloners,

glad at first to receive an Army post, later showed interest in meking
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cormorcinl concecpionn for the ure of the field. In Aupust 1940, hovever,
the county commissionera had offcered the fileld to the United States by
deed, ond in Jonuery 1941 General Arnold reaqursted that the field be so
secured. A deed wag eveeouted on 15 Janugry 1941, snd efter further im;:rcve:-
ment 1t became operatlional in July 1941.103 In the origipral lecace on

DPow Field, Bangor, }e,, the city had agreed to maintain the runways, tut
by April 1941 it hed beccome reluctant to oypend its meney for meintaining
a f£ield used prineipally br militsry aireraft. CSeverrl of the runways,
morecver, had been so reloested am to bear little semblance to the origi-
nal field. The Alr Corps accordingly prorosed to amend the original lease
in order to clear Bangor of ite obligatians, tut both the Quartermaster
Corps and The Judpe Advocute General considered that such an amendment
would incur mew obligations for the govermment contrary to its interests.
The city of Bangor, on its port, flatly refused to maintain the runways,
and the local Air Corrs units were not able to use Army funds for the
purcvose. In April 1942 the AAF finally resclved the cause for conflict by
securing a qult-cleim deed to the whole field., Despite this lingering
controversy, the bace was reedy for the uce by tactical units in August
1941.104 Although there was no lack of cooperation on the part of the
local authorities, the War Departrwent secured the title to the 480 acre
trect comprising Drew Field, Tampe, Fla., early in 1941. Drew Field,
which continued to be ured by the horbardment group from MacDill until
Februsry 1941, functioned as & su‘b-‘be.si of MacDill until 15 September

1941 vhen it became a separate post.m)

The acquisition and development of those fields completed the require-
ment of the 54-group program for tacticel stations, but installations had
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also to be provided for the new air district, command, and wing headquarters
vhich were activated to centrol the tactical gr-urs., The headguarters of
the GHQ Air Foree--shortly aftervards to be redesignated as the Air Fores
Combat Commend--wes moved from Iangley to Bolling Field in early areh
1941.106 Alr Corps policy dictated that each of the neu wing hegdguarters
should be located at one of the tacticel stations, but the headquarters
of the Northeast, Southeast, Northwest, and Southwest Air Districts——redes.
igrete” as air forces on 26 Farch 1941-~were larger and more important
organizations requiring separate installations.lo? Notwithstanding the
announced policy, the headquarters of the Northe.st Air District (First
Air Force) was located, suprosedly as only a temporary measure, at Mitchel
Field. The heasdquarters of the Southeast Air Distriet (Third Air Force)
was established in the Nationel Guard Armory at Tempa, Fla., and the
headquarters of the Southwest Air Distriet (Fourth Air Force) was located
in leased space at Rivercide, Ga]if.108 Bacause of the siow evacuation of
Fort George Wright by its ground units, the headquarters of the Horthwest
Air District (Secord Air Force) vas activated in the Naticnel Guard
Barracks at Felts Field, Spokene, Wagh., and remained there until it
took occupancy of Fort George Wright in March 1941.109 Headquarters of
the T Intercertor Comrand was located at Mitchel pt its formetion,
headquarters of the III Intercertor Commend was opened at Drew Field,
and headquarters of the IV Interceptor Command was located in leared space
at Rivercside, Calif.llo Fort lawton, Seattle, Wash., was transferred to
the Air Gorps in May 1941 for use of the headquarters of the II Interceptor
111

Command.

TUge of the municipel alrrvorts by both military and civilian aireraft
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. led 4o mmercus operaticral hazards and lowered nilitary training effiel-
ency. The Air Corps haed sought to limit civilien operations at the leesed
sirports to scheduled air liners and aireraft equirped with two-way redio.
Tt hed sought to secure the development of alternate airgorts for civil
traffic so displaced with CAA and WEA funds.112 Despite these efforts
there were alwost continuous rerorts of hazardous conditicns, and General
Fmmons warned that "sericus conditions® weuld result unless scmething was

done to rerove unskilled civilian pllots from the fields used by the Alr

11
Coryps. > Although the Air Corps h2d authority in most of its leases to
prohibit unscheduled flying, it thought that such blanket acticn would be
unwise. It preferred to establish rules looking toward en intelligent

114

regulation of eivil flying. After conferences with the CAA end WFA,

hovever, the (~/Canncunced in February 1941 that thenceforth its tactical
units wevld bo loecated on municipal pirrorts only when they cculd be leased
in their entirety together with an adjecent building area. It was also

decided that traininy fields and air derots shculd be government owned
115

instellations.,

To bring order out of the increasingly chaotic system of air nsviga=
tion an Interdepertmental Air Traffic Control Posrd was established by the
Army, Navy, and CAA, This board met first on 7 Arril 1941 and agreed to

investisnte fiying difficulties at sore 10 localities througheut the

country. Field hearinrvs occupied the board frem 9 April to 17 April, and

on 29 April it reccmmended that a single federal anthority have the au-

thority to make flyint rules and to prevent the erection of hazards on the

116
nation's airuays. The CCAC irmediately announced that it would welccme
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such federal control and urped the creation of a sing

11
force cafety in flirht. T The reccanendabicns of the board wWere aloo ap~

rroved by the tar Department, the Ylavy, cnd the CAA, tut no such sweeping

control of civil flylng was made until the roginnlng of the var in

Decerter 1941, The Viar Department, however, directed the CCAGC to continue

erdepartmen‘bal Adr Traffic Control Board and Lo bo

118
bound by lts Aeclolons.

'participa'bion 4n the Int
Prior to 7 Decerber 1941 this board held 39

peetines dealing with such matt rs a3 air space reservalions, establish~

clanges in civil air regulations, and the
119
location of Army ond Tavy alr jnstnllatlons.

ment of danger areas for flying,

The OCAG and the War Department 2150 made determined offorts to proflt

from the mistakes made during the sslection and occupstion of the eivil

airrorts., In April 1941 the Chief of Engineers jssucd specific instructions

%o hic division engineers to congider a 1list of specified aircraft charac—

geristics prior to making layout plans for sir install ations, end in July

1941 the Buildinezs snd Grounds Division, oCAC, printed detailed lnstruc-

120
tions for use of air slte boards. Other improvenents in proccdure which

resulted from the experiences of tho selecticn of thrse combnb statims

were intrcduced into the programs which were to follows

Gonstruction of Adxr Depots

i —

The authorlzation of additlonsl combat end training aircraft for the

5}, g orbat-group emd 12,000-pilot programa raquired more maintenance and

repair than could be accomplished

construciion in Jenuary 1941. The four old depots had 2 conbined capacity

for overhauling 200 engines & month, snd Mobile ~nd Opden were expected

to provide maintenance for &n additional 500 engines each month., It wWes
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nctimated, hovever, that the cerat expansion and the sdditional training
planos would necessitato an overhaul on ot leagt 20,0C0 entines a yoar.
To meot this shortsre, Major Conrcel G. H. Brett, Acting Chief of the Air
Corpa, ccbimated that three additicnal derots with a co~bincd monthly
earacity of 909 envines would to rcquireét This would allow a thecretical
_ annual mointenance of 26,400 engines, bub with the 20 per cent reduction
in theorcticnl capscity which experience had indieated as regsonable
due to materiel shortoges, labor cearcitics, and other unavoldable delays,
the derots would te actually carable of maintaining only 20,120 engines a
year.lZI

General Brott requested funds to wrovide for the three new air dervots
on 17 February 1941. Fe recommended thet onn of the derots be located in
the goneral vicinity of Atlanta, Ga., one in the Albany-Syrscuse area of
Few York, and one in the Oklahoma City-Tulsa arca of Cklahoma..l22 The
location of the additicnal derot in tho scutheact was based on the preaise
that the Mobile Air Derot would be used yrimarily to serve the Caribbean
gir forees. The additional air depot in the northeast was nmade necessary
by the impossibillty of expandinz Middletown. Location of a derot in the

123
midwest would ellow it to assume the overflow of the other derots.

Gongress, in legislation erproved on 17 ¥arch 1941, made $45,000,C00 avail-
able for the conatruction of the three depots.124

At a conference between representatives of the Assistant Chief of
Staff, G-4, the Office of Cuief Engineer, and the Bulldinge end Grounds
Division, CCAC, it was agreed on 4 Narch 1941 that the OCAC should ask for
War Depertment orders establishing g board of officers to inspect sites

for the derots. The Chief of Air Corps, moreover, was to instruct the
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bosrds on site reauirements and he was to review their completed reports
grior to finael consideratim of them by the (=3 and G-4 Divislons of the
mg.lzs Site boards were eshtablished in March snd during the following
month they inspected (emong other gites) Oklshoms City on 9 March, Macon,
Ga., on 18 YMarch, and Rome, N. Y.y on 3 April, Both Oklahoma City and
¥acon offered free land for the derots, and Rome offered certain free
utilities including 1 ,000,000 gallons of water 8 day. For the mid-
weshern depot Tulsa, Okla., Wichita, Kans., snd Oklahoma City were congid=
ered, but Tulsa and Wichita were ruled out because their defense indug-
tries were already texing their loeal labor suprly. in Georgia the choice
of sites raridly nsrrowed dovmn to locations near Atlanta and .acani AThe"
it had been estimated that the derot could be Built neer Mpcon for less
money end six ponths faster, it vas decided to locate the depot at the
Wellston site near Macon. Each of the sites selected hnd digadvantagess
Rome ha2d a handicap of & sub~zero climate during the winter; C:lahoma
City had intense sumuer heat, inadequate houging facilities, and a serlous
competition for gkilled lebor; the uallston gite wns on SWampy 1and,
yroximste to no smmediate town, and was in an arca of limited gkilled labor
supply. Desplte theze disadvantoges, the War Depariment announced its
scceptm ce of the Oklahoma City site on 8 April, of the Wellston site on
14, June, and of the Rome site on 25 June.126

Yost of the prime contrcts ot the nev eir depots were let on & cost~
plus & fizod-fee basis, and the derots were &t least partly operational
1ate in 1942, Cklahoma Gity was first used by the Alyr Corps in Augurt
1942 although it was sti1l incomplete. Construction began at the Wellston

gite, subsequently nemed the Warner Robins Air Depob, in September 1941,
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and the two principal contracts woro completed en 31 Aurust 1942. Ground
at Rome was bro¥en on 2 Awgust 1941, and, deopite unfavorable weather
during the winter, the original construction contracts had been completed

127
by Yovember 1942.

Aequisition of Bombing »nd Gunnery Ranres
The expansion of specialized flying and tactical training made the

acquisition of sdditlonal tombing and gunnery ramses an urgent matter.
During the 1939 augmentation the OCAC had planned on a basis of one local
range for each of its combat baces, but in 1940 this policy was somewhat
extended. General Arnold announced in Jume 1940 that proper tactical traine

ing demanied hboth the continmuoug use of local practice ranzes adjacent to

the conmbat bases and the pericdic use of larger general ranges for bombing
with live bombs and serial gunnery training.128 In actuality, especially
in the western United States where large local ranges could ke obtained,
the difference between the "local' and the "general! ranges was sometimes
nebulous.,

Conziderations of safety demanded that the peneral ranges be large
reservations closed to the public, and since it was unsafe for armed air-
craft to fly over civilian areas, these general ranges reguired en eirfield
within their confines. During the last stawes of the 1939 augmentation
a reconnaiscance had been made of tracts of land near Tonopah, Nev.,
Wendover, Utah, and Arlington, Ore., in an effort to secure local practice
ranges for MeChord Field. During the spring and summer of 1940 negoti-
ations had been opened to secure the three tracts, igcut 90 per cent of

which was public domain, for use as general ranges. The 60 x 90 mile

area at Tonopsh was transferred to the Wgr Department on 29 October 1940,
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but tho cle rance of the numorcus scattered clgims of cattlemen, home-
gteaders, nnd niners delayed the use of the Tonopah renge until Tocember
1941. In June 1941, however, tho rance was divided between the GHQ Air
Force and the West Coast Air Corps Training Center for training uees.lgo
Becauce of srazing cormitmento the Interior Department in Cetober 1940
wag willing to relecase only 1,500,000 acres in western Utsh for the
Wendover Ronre, This area was further reduced in efrlective size by an
azrecnent with tho CAA which provented borbing within five miles of the
¢ivil airvays crossing the ranpe. Settlement of private elaimws and the
tuilding of an airfield at Wendover delayed Air Corps use of the range
until late in 19&.1..1:)'l Posscssion was assumed at the Arlington, Ore., site

in April 1941, but 'bhé: facilities at the Boardman Renge were not ready

132
until late in 1941, Lete In the came year the War Department also

secured the transfer of a 60 x 30 mile tract of public domain near Alaw-
mogordo~las Cruces, N. Mex,, and the Alemogordo {also called the White

Sands) Range was developed during early 1942.133

In July 1940 the Chief
of the Air Corps directed the GHQ Air Porce to appoint a board of officera
for the loeation of bombing arnd gunnery rsnge sites in the emstern United
States.l% The GHQ Air Fores subsequently recommended tracts of land negr
Avon Park, Fla., and Myrtle Begch, S. C. The two ranges becams opera-
tional during the summer of 1942.135

The CCAC treated the acquisition of the loesl practice ranges as a
lower echelon matter as far as it wgs permitted to do so. In December
191;0 it requested funds to lease 30 such ranges, each to be of approximate-
1y 5,000 acres and to be located adjacent to the combat airdromes then

. without ranges. The Construction Branch, G~4, protested the necessity

o am
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for both local and general reges, but the OCAC insisted that the local
practice ranges for ajr-to-ground gunnery and bombing with practice bombs
in no way relieved the necesaity for larger demolition and aerial gunnery
ranges.136 Congress appropriated the desired funds on 17 Yarch 1941, and
the OCAC attemvted to secure the allotment of the money directly to its
subordinate commanders who would be able to secure the best bergains. The
Quartermaster Corps was unwilling to cede its leasing functions, but the
Corps of Engineers permitted the allotment of construction funds directly
to the GHQ Air Force for expenditure.137 The OCAC accordingly placed the
burden of locating these ranges directly upon the GHQ Alr Force and upon

1ts successor, the Air Force Ccmbat Command, When the lat'er protested in

July that the original site boards had been derelict in ncthaving selected

the sites, the OCAC 1sgued supplemental instructiong making such action
mandetory for future site 't:voa:c‘flts.138
Acquisition of these local renfes was usually worked out by the base
commaniers who needed the ranaes. In the Second Air Force local ranjes
were cecured at Fphrata, loses Lake, and Ritzville, Wash.139 By November
1042 eleven other local rances hed been obtained.” Delays in the procure-
ment and development of these ranges, houwsver, seriously impeded the traine
iny of tactical units during 19/1. Throughout most of this eriticel year,
for example, the tactical units of the Second and Fourth Air Forces
shered the crowded ranzes at Mwoe Iake for a1l of their bowbing pra.ctice.uo
Training centar activitics, which took over old Mather Field and a

part of the Tonopah range, further reduced the arces ovailable to the

¥For Bolfridee at Bey City, Oscoda, and Harbor Beach, Mich.; for
Ianrley at Gare Henlopen, Del.; for MacDill at East Mallet Island, Fla.s
' for Farding at Grand Island, la.; for Will Rogers at Great Salt Flains, Ciklaes
for "unter at Harris Neck, Ga.; for Yey gt Fachuta, Mios.; for Wostover
ot Ousbbin Reservcir, Mass.; and for Bowman at Salt River, Xy.
(AAF, Station Lict, 1 Dre L2e)
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tactical organizations, but even at thot the three training centers were
pressed for r-pges. During 1940 and 1941 the War Derartment, although
faced with severe opposition from loecal sportemen and fishing interests,
acquired Matagorda Island and the sdjoining Matagorda Feninsula on the
Texas copst for use &s ranges for cedet training at Ellingteon, Barksdale,
and later Foster Fleld. A 26,695 scre sres on the Florida cosst in the
vielnity of Fanema City was rurchnsed (after a long legml rroccedings
which increased land costs from an ectimated £225,000 to 537,916) as

the range arca for the flexible gunnery school to be located at Tyndall
Field. The gunnery school at las Vegas, Nev., mode use of a vart of the
Tonopah rante, but developmental problems permitted no eféective use of
the area until late in December 1941. In leocating rances for Iuke Field
the Air Corrs encountered the same problems which it hed met in clearing
the other western ranges: sultable desert lands were svailable in %he
rublic domein betreen Gila Bend and Ajo in southern Arizonm, but the
mejority of the area hed been leased to cettlemen under the terms of the
Taylor Grazing Act, Cn 5 September 1941 the President withdrew the lands
from rublic use by executive order, but moct of the grazing rermits which
hod been lssued by the Grazing Service of the Deperiment of Interior had
Just been renewed in May 1941 for reriods running up to 10 years duration.,
Cnly one of the permiis hnd a clauce permitting revocation, and the
stookmen, although notified thet firing weuld commence on 30 September,
simply refused to evacunte the lands, which they were in the process of
grazing, and began rolitical sgitaticn. YNothing could be done to clear the
renge arcas until 26 December 1941 when a court order was secured to that

effect. Consequently the first pilots to be trained at Iuke Field hed no

- . -
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2. The A -Oombat=droup Frozram

Contimied Avis muscnnseg during the suror ard early winter of 1940
1ed 4o mnother revwision of ostimated cpemy eapshilitics ard indicated that
a vietorions Axis could have hoth navnl gupremacy and an ability to oper-
ate a force of 5,000 combat airvcraft in South America. 42 Accordinsly
the "lar Department on 1 March 1241 directed the Alr Corps to complote
the 54~Troup proren "at the earliest practicable date® and immediately
thareafter to uniertako an expansicn to &4 cembat groups with 7,799
tachicnl airccaft. On 18 February 1941 the Chief of Staff had directed
the Chief of the Alr Corps to increese pilot training to 30,000 per year
and technician training to 100,000 per :re-n:r.M3 These three expansions
were to comprice the Army's second aviation objeetive. To deffinite
time 1imit was stiruleted for the accomplishment of the second aviation
objcetive, ard it was no mare than well under woy on 7 Tecember 1941,
Fxransion of the facilities for the programs was not compleivd when the
8l~combat-rroup prosram lost its role in henispheric defenso and becane
the begimnine pro-ram for the development of offensive air power needed
for the successful texrmination of torld ‘lar II.

Expansion of Training Facilities. Flennint for the exransion of fly-
ing training to a rate of 30,000 pilots per year had heen initiated well in
advnnce of the actusl directive for such an incremont. n 30 Cctober
1940 the War Derartment had directed the Chief of the Air Corps to pre-
pare & lonx range plan for the develomment of eivil airfields as potential
training installations for a 30,000-pilot ra‘te.m The OCAC, however,

had heen vnwilling to make such pl-ns because of jts evverlences at Stockbon

A, e
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. nd bfontgcr@ry.uﬁ Cn 17 Degerter 1940 the Chicef of the Afr Corps hed
nevirthelesa dirceted the traininy eecrters to prepsre rlans for training
nt cuch o rate, The came standnrds of troining werc to be met, one eivil
contract ccheool iIn cach cemter was to 'be'coverted into a ccniract bacsle
school, and the centers were directed to recerwend yossible sites for
new flyving fields.

In Februsry 1941 Erigsadier Genersl Davenrort Jernocn, Chief, Training
and Crerations Divisien, CCLC, irdicated that the time was arprorriate for
the aprointment of a War Derartment site toard for the lncrection of
aites which hrd been recon:mfnded.u? Errly in March, however, a confer—
ence of rerrcezentstivec of the Asslstant Chirf of Staff, G-4, the
Buildinvs and Grounds Division, OCAC, and the Cffice of the Chief of
Engineers decided thot the recrensibility for site celection should te
rassed formally to the training centers., ZEpeh center wgs to arroint a
bonrd ecnsisting of an Air Corps officer, an officer from the Corps of
Engineers, and a Medical Corps officer. Their rerorts were to go to the
Chief of Air Corps for review and thence to the lar Department General
Staff for final 4¢-;c:*l:.i<::7n..:148 The Chief of Engineers indicnted that he
wished his repregentative on the boord to be the District Engineer of the
area, ccmr.:ermcl.uPg On 26 March 1941 the Wor Department formally charged

150
the tralning centers to locate and recommend the sltes for development.

For the 30,000~pilot expansion the OCAC originally astimated that 36
additional flying school units, including three new punnery school units
and an additional gix replncement center units, would " e needed. YMore
than one unlt micht be locnted at the gomwe station. The units were sub~

. seouently allocated to 20 new flying fields, one new gunnery school, and

'
N i g i, o
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. one rarvlacenent cen er. The training center comranders nrrroved this aprli-

151
cation of effort at a conference held in “arhinoton in larch 1941, s }

Funds for the 36 flying schnel units and six rerlacement center unlts

were included in the budget esbimates and they were arrropriated in legls-

1ation arrroved on 5 April 1QA-.1.152
During the 30,000-pilot expancion the Alr Corrs was also forced to |
find duplicate facilitirs for Moffett Pield. In Janu~ry 1941 a lavy ‘
site boord, cherged to 1locate lishter-than-air faclilitics in the San
Francigeo Bay area, visited Hoffett. Because of thie visit, Erigadier
Genernl E. W. Harms, the comandine general of the Wagt Const Training
Center, wished a definite understanding as to the future of the field
before additional Air Corps funds were e:nrended therd. As a result of the
diseussions which followed, General Arnnld proposed thot Foffett conld te
turned back to the Navy, if the Adr Corps received 78,000,000, including
en item of 11,500,000 uced at other stations becauce t'offett had been in-
sdequate to recaive the tactical units which ghonld have gone there.153
In April 1241 frisadier General Cerl Sraatz, Chief, Flans Division, OCAC,
told the Iavy General Borrd that Moffe tt could be returned provided there
wag a real str-tegic need for it end provided that tho Air Corps could be
given approximately ¢6,000,000 in return.lsk Inter in the same month
Adnmiral H. R, Stark, ina cersonal note to General Marshall, indicated
thnt the MNavy would welcome the return of Hoffett. Goneral larshall,
after congultation with the (CAC, agreed that the bnse could be returned
phout eirht months after the Air Corps had been given funis for substi-
tute facilitics, He was w111ing to return Mofrett to the Mavy, but he

1
. vns just as unwilling to dfsrupt +he Air Corps tralning prosram in any way. >

5
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In legislation arproved on 16 Auzuct 1941 Moffett w.s tramsferred to the
Vavy and the Wnr Department was given 6,500,000 for the develomment of a
156

substitute basic £lylng training station.

Site selection in each of the three centers was becoming diffieult

because of Jend scorcity. This situation was so acute in the Vest Coast

Troining Center area that one officer protested on 15 June 1941 that the
center, in locating new sites, would have to "Go into Northern California,
Oregon, or Washington where the rain raineth and all fields so far sure~
veyed will have to have & mat; or go into the deeprest desert where every
building rmust be erected not only for men but for officers end not mlone
to shelter them but to rrovide & minimum of diversicn from work and heat
and dirt." To alleviate the shortege of sites the (CAC, on 25 June 1941,
chanred the centor's eastern boundary frem the 108th to the 1034 meridien,

thug extending the center over the mesa country of Mew Mexico and a part

of west Texas.ls7

Despite oome difficulties the three training centers were able to

solve their problems.* Under the 7,000~ and 12,000-pilot prorrems the

*ihe Gulf Co-st Traininc Center corverted its civil elementary school
at Erady, Tex., intc n Tasic school, establiched ncw basic schools at Enid,
Crla., Shormrn and Ynco, Tex., now advanced cchools at liissicn, Iubbock,
and 11dland, Tex. and Lalm Chnrles, Ia., and a new punnery scheol at
Harlingen, Tex. The center also secured new civil elementary schools which
vere opened at Coleman, Tex., Chicknasha, Chla., Enllinver, Tex., Uvalde,

I Tox., and Foris, Tex. Thiese civil schools were aprro'ed by the CCAC on §
June, and on 17 June an additionl contraet schoel was aryroved for Benham,
Tox. (Hist. AAF Central FTC, 2 Jan., 1939 to 7 Dec. 1941, v. 2, pp. 197-200,
231-238). The Wost Covst Training Center was alloved two new basiec schools
ot Lelloore and Merced, Calif., and advanced scheols at Bigley, Ariz.,
Roswell, N. lex., and Viectorville, Calif. The civil school at Cntarle, Calif.,
waz to ba converted into a bagie scheol. (nly one n w civil elementary
J school=-=to be locnird at Viealla, Calif.«-was aprroved for the center.
(Hist. Hent Conct ACTC, 8 July 1940 to 7 Dec. 1941, v. 1, ppe 152-167, 170.)
Az a substitute for Moffett Fleld, it was decided that the aviation cadet
. reception center formerly allotted to Mof ett shonld be built at Spnta Ana.,
Crlife (Ibid., v. 1, pp. 174=~182,) The Southc.st Training Center w,s
" pornitted to eutabllish new basie sehools ab Greenville, Miss., Sebring, fla.,

(* Continued on next pase)
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altes for new flying echools hed ell buen 1enzed for nominal suUOS. Since
this rolicy WnS suproced to have worked hardghivs in site gelection pro-
cedures, the OCAC directed in May 1941 that siiud eculd ba purchaged At
appraiced valuations if it was thought ndvantageous. To avold the 111 will
of locnl suthorities who hod 1enczed their sites, the GCAC urped that land
be purchnaced only vhen necasaary.lss -
Despite the expedition of coat-plus & rixed-£ee contracts, only a part
of the new installations were suitable for training during 1941, In the
Culf Coast Treinine Center ~rea facilitics at Ferrin Fiold, Sherman, TaXe,
and at the Enid, Ckla., basic achool were ready for training in December
1941, and by Yay 1942 the 1nst of the schools—Waco, Tox==uas operationa.l.l59
Tn the West Ceast Training Genter area the fields at 1eloore and Herced,
Calif., and Williams Field, Higley, Ariz., wWere rendy for training in
Decenter 1041 and January 1942, tub Victorville, Calif., and Rorwell, k.
Mex., did not bectme operationol until February and Junc 1942. The field
at Roswell was built with the money received for loffett, The recertion
center ovened at Santa Ana in February 1942, the headquorters of the
center moved to Senta Ana in April 1942, and the basic flying school opef
ed at Chico in the same mon‘bh.léo In the Scutheast Training Center region
the bagic schools at Greenville, Mss., and Sumter, S. C. (Shaw Field),
end the sdvanced school at Yanier Field, Dothan, Alm., wWere ready for oper-—

ation in December 1941, the pdvanced schocl at Columbus, Miss., begen

training in Jenuary 1942, and curing Fetruary and March 1942 the advanced

*(Gontinued from page 57) and Sumter, 3. C., noW advanced schools et
Columbus, 1iiss., loultrie, Ga., Dothan, Als,., and Valdosta, Ga., and a

new flying school for Fegro rilots at Tuskegee, Ala., The civil elementary
school at Albany, Ga., was to be converted into & bagic flying schocl. The
Southeast Training Center also ad ed new civil con ract schools at Avon Ferk,
Fla., Douglas, Ga., Bennettsville, 8. C., Crengeburg, S- Ceo) Felena, Arke,
Decatur, Ala., apd Ocala, Tla. (Hist. of AAF Fastern FI5, 1 Jan. 1939 to 7
Ton. 1941. V. 45 PP» 26-08, 226) « i

e i ]
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schools at Spence Fiold, voultrie, Ga., and Moody Field, Taldosta, Gae«,
bocame operaticnal. Construction ab Vendricks Fleld, Sebrird, Fla., was
dolayed by unfevorable soil characteristics and the staticn was finally
completed as & four~engine transition school which tegan treinirg in March
1942, The Nepro flying school at Tual’egee , Ala,, vas rendy for basle
training on a neke—-ghift basis in November 1941. . The cnly new Alr
Corps replacement graining center in the profram was ordered established
at Ellington Field offective on 20 September 1041, .162

Planning for the expansion of the technicel training facilities also
antedated the formel War Department arproval of the 100,000~technician
program. The Adr Corps hnd been allotted funds for two nw technical
training stations under the expansion incident to the S4-group prograis and
lete in 1940 the Chief of the Air Corps had directed the Commandont, Adr
Corya Technical School, to survey attes for the two schools. In Jamuery
1641 the commandan t recommended that trege two schools be located at
Biloxi, Miss., and Wichita Falls, Tems.163 The CCAC secured the appoint-
ment of & War Department boerd to insrect the two sites, and by 18 Februery
1941 both of them hed been aryproved for use during the 1CO, 000-technicien

16
oxransion. 4 The OCAC immedistely aclked the CAA to reserve funds for the

imrrovement of the mnicipal airfields et Biloxi and Wichita Falls.165
Additionel funds, needed to secure flying £ield cquipment and orgenizational
equipment for the prograi, were appropriated on 5 April 191.1.166

During the spring of 1941 the sites for the new installations were
jeased, CAA projects were set up for the improvement of the minicipal
airfields, and during May and June 1941 construction of Army centonments
was besun. Both of the schools were activated on 16 June 1941, and

mechanics training classes began at Keesler Field, Biloxi, on 29 September

e b rmatn b ey e
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and at Shepperd Field, VWichita Falls, on 13 Cetober. BY December 1941 most
of the original construction at poth posts had heen comple'bed.167 The
expansion of technical training also placed & strain on the one technl-
c¢ian replacemen‘b center availeble at Jefferson Barracks, 1o« Tn Yay 1241
the OCAG accordingly requested authority to puild housing for 2 10,000~
men replecement center ab Sherpard avd for an &,000-men center at '.E{eesslm.'.16B
On 6 June the Var Devartment approved the proposals ond the two Alr Corps
Revlacement Oenters (Technician) were activated effective on 20 September
1941 .169

Additional expansions were necessary at the older technical training
establishments. In Mey 1941, for example, Lowry Field received funds to
ild an airfield--later ealled Buckley Field~=oON the bembing Tange near
Denver .170 The coneestion of 14ving quariers at Chanute Field and private
housing in nearty Rantoul, Illes cansed by greatly expanded training ab
Chanube, made a movement of the headquarters of the Technical School from
Chamite Fleld ndvisable. Ab the cresation of the Air Corps Technical
Training Command on of tareh 1941, 14 had been specified that 1ts head=
quarters were to be Jozated Bt Chanute only temporarily. During Moy and
June 1941 Brigadier General Rush B. lincoln gt length concluded that
Tulza, Ckla., offered the best prospects for the headquarters location.
Tn Aumust 1941 the War Department apyroved the chage of atation, and on 7
September 1941 ‘the headquarters was opened in 1eased space et 'l‘ulsa..l71

Conatruetion of Adr Depots. To meet the ad led maintenance and repalr

roquirencnts of the 30 ,OOO-pilot—tro.ining expansion, the Alr Corgs asked
for ani received on 5 April 1S4l en appropriation of 14,000,000 for the

17
conatruction of two novw air dopots. & In the ceme month the Plans
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Division, OCAC, requested the Materiel Division, OCAC, to prepare a study
of the necessity for additional air depots to meet the maintenance needs
of the 84=-combat-group program.173 This study, forwarded on 2 July, cal-
ouwlated that 19,549 aircraft would be brought into action by the second
eviation objective. Some 33,117 units of maintenance and repair work would
be an estimated annual commitment, but of this amount about 1,300 aircraft
end 3,000 units of work would be outside the continental United States.
The Materiel Divisicn estimated that the 11 air depots authorized and in
operation would be able to maintain the work load of 30,117 units per
year.174

In June 1941 t+e OCAC secured the aeppointment of a War Department site
selection hoard, consisting of a reprezentative of the Air Corps Maintenance
Command, a representative of the Buildings and Grounds Division, QCAG,
the Distriet Engincers concerned, snd a Medieal Corps officer, to survey
sltes in the vicinity of San Bernardino, Calif., and in the Spokane-Everett
area of Hhshington.l75 After inspecting several sites this board on 28
June recommended that one air derot be located at the San Bsrmardino county

176
alrport and in July recommended anothor site near Spokane.177

Both of
these sites had disadvantapges, but they were the best available situated
in regicns where maintenance was required. The two recommended locations
were approved by the War Department, the land on which they were to be
built wae bought by local authorities, and in the fall of 1941 the sites
were donated to the government.l78

Construction of the Spokane Air Depot was authorized on 5 December
1941, and since the dspot was considered to be in a defense areq, its con=

struction was expedited. By Jume 1943 the origlinal construction was
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nearly cemplete, ond during tke next 1 rth the derot comenced full senle
orerati nns.l'?g In arch 1942 the originad bids for the San Dernnrding Afr
Derot were opened, but it was not until lay that censtruction was kegun,
Shortsges of steel and othep eritical materinls deleyed thn building

effort, anl the derot did not beconme comrletely orerations? until early

180
1904«

Developnent of Bases for +he Combat OGreonps

In the selection and development of new tactical stotions for the
84~group~prorran the CCAC and the Army Alr Forces scught constantly to
reredy the mistakes and to improve upor the experiences encountered during
the Si-combat-group rrogram, The resultont base expansicn was probably
the most c~refully planned prroZram in the period under censideraticn. This
bace exransion was also the first to be made the dircet respensibility of
the Army Air Forces. The time consumed in working out procedural details
cauged difficulties in the initiaticn of constructicn, but many of the
techniques evolved Quring this expension remanined in use throughout
Yorld Wer IT.

The general letter of 14 March 1941 which directed the expension of
‘Air Corps tacticsl strength to &, combat eroups also noted that the exmn-
sion would involve additional dovelopmrnt of the existing Alr Corys
stations and the construction of new bases.181 On 22 March the Chief of
Steff directed thet thenceforth the Chief of the Air Corps would initiate
for final aetion all papers on purely Air Corps matters which formerly hed
been drawn up by the U.r Departrent General Staff.lsz So empowdred lajor
General George H. Brett, Acting Chief of the Air Corps, forwarded a memo

conteinirg recommended site selection rrocedure to the Chief of Staff on

VT e
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7 lny. He yrorvoocd that ptaticnp should te selected for Pl corbnt groups,
elght in the First Air Foree »res, five in the Seccrd Air Force ares,
four in the Third Air Fcree arecs, and four in the Frurth Alr Force area.
Four brards (ore for each air foree) wer# to be srpointed, conslsting of
a2 representative of the OCAC, an Air Corps and lediesl Corps representative
from the air force ecncerned, a reprosentative of the Chief of Engineers
(preforgbly the loeal District Engineer or his representative), and a
reprccentative of the Corps Area in which the stetion was to be located.
The toords were to be instructed by ti.e Chief of the Air Corps, and they
werc to regort directly to him. This procedure was approved by the Chlef
of Staff on 9 May 1941.18

The Adjutant General issued the directive outlined by General Erett
on 13 Moy ond regulred the commanders concerned to reme their represene
tatives on the four gite 'ccards.ls4 Ieter in the month the Quartermaster
General proyosed that his office shovuld be roprecented on the site boards
in order to make the necesspry leage negotiations, but the Cffice of the
Chief of Engineers urged thot this V,8 contrary to the sgreement that his
office ghould have charpe of leasing arrangerenis on rrojects to be
aceonplished by the Corps of Engineers.185 In view of the fact that the
Army Air Forces reorgenization was to remcve all Air Corps stations fram
the jurisdiction of the Corps Areas, the CCAC requested on 5 July that
rerresentatives of the Corps Area cormanders not te inecluded on the site
boards.186 The Adjutant General wgs finally able to aproint the boards
on 11 July. The senior air officer of each board reported to the

Chief of the Air Corps for a series of conferences and for instructions.

o
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By 30 July these officers h-d been given the necessary information and had
teen directed to locate sites for 25 stations, 21 for new groups (10
heavy bombardment, 5 medium bombardment, and 6 light bombardment groups)}
and /4 for units (3 pursmit and 1 ééght bombardment groups) which were over-
crowded at their existing bases.l In locating these new stations the
boord rresidents were instructed to give first consideration to states
which had no Alr Corps installations. 189

The ercessive amount of time which had been consumed in getting the
site boords into the field seriously impeded the work of the Buildings
and Grounds Division, OCAC, in the preparation of cost estimates for the
congtruction, On 8 July Colonel F, M, Kennedy, Chief of the Buildings
and Grounds Division, protested that previous cost estimates hsd been no
more than a "shot in the derk." He requested sufficient time to receive
the gite toard reports, get them approved, and then to secure actual esti-
mates of the costz made at the sites by the Corps of Engineers.lgo The
Office of the Chief of Engineers proyosed substantislly the sgme procedure
on 26 July, but Colonel Femmedy replied that once more he had been cqlled
upon to submit estimetes in advance of the revorts from the site boards.
His estimates were thus "the seme guess work as have been all previous
estimqtes."lgl On & Augsust Colorel Kenredy estimeted that the total
costs of the second iv%ation objective construction would he approyxi-
mately 412,740,871, i Five dnys later the Buildipgzc and Grounds Division
sent an ectimated breake~down of bace gtrengths projccted under the second
avintion objective to emch of the gtation commanders and directed them to
prepore coota ostimstes for additionml conmtruction required to suprort

193

such pgarrisong.
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Actually uncertainties as to the number and tyres of new groups
which were to be located within the ccntinental limits of the United States
rernitied no careful cost estimotion., Farly in Cetober General Marshall
asked as a matter of policy whether the 84-group-program stations should
be located for defenze or for training, and he indicnted that he wished
due consideration given to the needs of the air suprort unlts in planning
the new stations; Generpl Arncld replied that it was mest important to
emphasize training.lgA Cn 3 Cctoter Bripadicr General Carl Spaeats
directed the AC/AS, A-4, to bace calculstior of nerds for new continental
stations on the deployment schedule of AWFD-Z2, a plan concerned with
building uv the overseas air garrisons.195 On 18 Eovembcr he directed
the AC/AS, A-3, the AC/AS, A~i, snd the AWPD to make a definite decision
as to the number of new stations to be loc~ted in the United States.196
Cn 22 November AWED rresented a study which recormended that bases for
55 cembot proups (1L, heavy bembardment, 11 medium bembardment, 12 light

brrbardment, 14 interceptor, 2 observation end rhote, and 2 comvosite

grours) shonld te provided 1$ the continental United States, and General
19

Spantz arrroved the study. Two days later at a Congressional hearing

the War Derartment was committed to the conmstruction of 14 of the projected

198
gir boses in the United States.

Congressicnal hearirgs had begun on the arcropriating leciglntion on
17 Tovember. Tho War Department originally asked for $105,298,177 with
vhich it plonned to conotruct 1l cemrlete alrfields and an additicnal
152,300,310 for the initiotion of construction nt 14 other skeleton
stationg,

Those skeletonized stations were to have runweys and utilitics,

and additiennl funts wero to re requested for their coms letion during the
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. new fiseal yeor. The total amount of money astcd for these and for other
159
niscellaneous Air Corrs construction projrcis was *379,204,232, Thie

arrropristion bill was sti1l bafore Conpress on 7 December, and the War
Depnrtment burriedly secured an anend-cnt adding £390,000,000 to complote
the 54=-group projocts still outstanding, to provide urpent construection
Trojects rererted by field cormanders, and to congtruct all of the
facilitirs needed by tho E4-group expanaion.zao In the legislation ape
rroved on 17 December a total of 779,371,725 was approrriated for Air
Corrs construction, and the GAA wgs given 752,115,300 with which to

develop an additional 105 airrorts required to complete the needs of the
201

S4=proup procram, .

Yor the first time in its history the Army air arm was to have the
active dircection of its own constructirn., At the tinme of the ereation
of the overall Army Air Porces headquarters on 20 June 1941, the Chief
of the AAF, assistcd by hic Air Staff, had becn given direet War Depart-

202
ment resronsibility for aviation matters. Designation of the sites of

the new stations so devolv-d uron the Chief of the AAF. (n 25 November
General Arnsld directed the Bulldings and Grounds Division, (CAC, to eval-
nate the site recommendations which had been submitted by the cite boards
and to submit its corelusions to AC/AS, A-4, for review. Gencral Arnold
was to make the final designations.2 The Buildings and Grounds Division
rrepared an elaborate scoring analysis on the suitability of the sites,
assigning 20 voints for flyine weather, 20 roints for terrain, 20 roints
for suitable loecation in repard to rances, civil airweys, and ceopseration

with the sround forces, 20 points for costs, 20 points for avallablility

20,
. of city housing, and 30 voints for tectical end strategie requirements.
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The recoxrendations of the Euildines nrd Grounds Division wore submitted

. #*
. on 27 Novexkhor.

Altheurh the funds had not actually boen vobted, the Assistont Chief
of Ady Staff, A-4, rceorrionded on £ December 1941 thet jmmediate action
ko talken lookine toward the construction‘;f ba-es nt Syracuse, Hichmord,
Rapid City, Walla Walle, Greenville, Columbus, ani Nashville. He also ree-
omended that ccnstruction should be indtiated ot Stoux City, Topeka,
Fort orth, El Fago, Pueblo, Sants Maria-lorpoec, and Heno, althourh not
onourh funda were ineluded in the avpropriotion measure to completo them,
Goneral Arnold, however, arrroved only the fir.t seven baaes.205 Cn 20
Dacemher the Chief of Engineers was informed that thrse seven bases weuld
be all-purrose type installstions, desitned to accom:odate the maximum chnr-
acteristics of any type of combat group.206 Cn 1 Jamuary 19/2 the AAF
formally directed the Chief of Engineers to begin surveys, site acquisi-
tion, and construction at the soven baces. Troze at Syracuse, Walla Walla,
and Greenville, becauze of their closeness to the sea frontiers, were to
ke disPer:ed.207 On 31 December the Chief of Engineers was instructed

that the other seven statlions would be built.208 A formal construction

directive wes forwsrded on 2 Februory for all of them except Santa Merie-

=09
Lonpoe which was held up for chenzes in its layout plan.

*Colonel Fennedy submitted the following recom-ended groupints of
rossible sites: (1) Syracuse, I, Y., or Burlinzton, Vt., (2) Topela, Kans.,
(3) Santa Maria-Lompoc, Calif., (4) Beavment-Silsbes, Tex., (5) Sioux City,
Iowa, or Lincoln, Feb., or Des l'oince, Towa, (6) Reno, Nev,, (7) Fort
Worth, Tex., (8) Mashville, Tenn., (95 Greenville, S. C., or Florence, S. C.,
(10) Yakira, Wash., or Flamath Fall 8, Cre,, or Yalla Wella, W,sh,, (11)
Casper, Wyo., (12) Rarid City, S. D., (13) furcre, I11., or Columbus, Chio,
(14) Richm~nd, Va., (15) Finnearolis, Minn., (16) El Faso, Tex., (175 Fueblo,
Colo., (18) Great Falls, Mont., (19) Aparillo, Tex. (lemo, Col, F. 1i.
Yennedy, Chief, REG Diw, CCAC, t- Col. E, F, Sorenson, AC/AS, A-4, subj:

) Site Borrd Frocecdinzs, 27 Mov. 1941, in AAG 626 F.).
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210
The sites for the Lirst seven stations were cither lrnced or purchased,

and, desrite unfavorable weather during the winter and svrin~ of 1942, their
construetion was rushed to com~letion, The b.se at Syracure received
troors in Aurust 1942, Crigirally aszlgned to the Alr Force Concentrgtion
Cormmand, it passed to the Alir Service Comind on 1 Docembter 19042 for OTU
training.211 Contracts were let at Karid City in Mareh 1942, and it was
ready to receive a heavy to-bardment group late in September 19/7, Thia
field became one of the heavy tembardment (0T stations of the Second Air
Force.212 At Walla Valla the Army base was locnted st the site of a CAA
improved airffield, and it was able to recelive trcops in June 1942. Like

213
Rardd City, it became a Second Air Force OIU staticrn, Despite the fact

that housing was not complete at Greenville, a bombardment oroup was moved
to the field in June. Thils base becpme a medium bombardment ATU under the
Third Alr Torce. 214 Hith the ceompletion of the buildines at Richmond in
June, the taze wvas a3 i7ned to the First Air Force for usze as a fishter OTU
and RTU station.als Work wns started et Smyrna, Tenn., in January 19/2,
tut inclement weather And delays in seouring critiecal m-terials delayed the
conpletion of the fleld until July 1942, (n its comrletion the Smyrna
base vaz assigned to the Easkrrn Flying Training Cormand for use as =
four~englne pllot trangition schccl.216 The Lockbourne Army Air Eaze,
Jocnted 10 milrs south of Columbuz, Chio, was finished in Sertember 1942.
Gliler trainine was conducted there on limited fpeilitics Aurine that
sumrer, but on 1 Octoher 1942 the field was transferred to the Air Service

217
Cormend.,

3iteg for nll except ons of the second group of ptations were

T g i oy
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. turchased, and construction wns exredited under the wrr emercency yroce=-

dures. Congtruction of housing bewan at Sioux City in llarch, and in

September 1942 the base received its Second Air Forece heavy borbsrdment

21
OTu. 9 Building beran at Pueblo during Farch and by Cctober 19/2 the

220
base was ready for ite Secerd Air Force heavy bombardment groups The

air base at Topeka was operational as a Second Air Force heavy berbard-

221
ment OIU in Sertember 1942, At El Pasc a new site was selected epst

of Biggs Field and constrvetion wps initisted on a heqvy bozbardment base.
The new El Paso Army Air Face became a Second Air Force CTU, receiving
troops in Aurust 1947, Biggs Field was transferred to Fhe Seccnd Air

Force on 21 llarch 1042 ond centinued to serve as an air surport field
until Oetoher 1943 when the two flelds were czc~m]:;j.nec"1.222 At Fort Worth
additional 1and was purchasainear the airfield being built for a government
owned aircraft plant, housing was erected, and by 14 Cetokter 1942 the new
installaticn~~called Tarrant Field--began transition training for four

223

engine rilots under the Gulf Coast Training Center. The Senta laris

Army Alrfield was accerted on 1 Yay 1942, Altkough it was designed as an
air sur- ort hase, the field was nssigned to the Air Service Command in
December 1242 for training service ﬁroups.zz4 The Reno Arry Air Base,
also designed as an air suprort field, sheltered the headquarters of the
II Ground Air Suprort Command during June 1942, and it was also used by
the Second Alr Force and the Air Service Command for training service

225
troops.

The completion of these 14 alr bases brought to an end the construc=-

ticn proji cted under the &4-comtat group expansicn. The whole program

| had been meticulously planned to meet the needs of a peace-time tactical
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exransien, but the beginning of the war screwhat chnnmed these needs. These
basrs, as will be zeen more fully helow, reprcvented a most imrertant

nmucleus of the war=time cxransion which was to ~et unierwsy in 1942,

3. Alr Suprort Fields

The t+ird yhase of the pesce-time exvansion of air base facilitics for
hemisvheric defense--the relrction and construction of fields for National
Gunrd and regulrr Army observation and reconnaiscence units-~revealed
lesa of the comprehensive planning which h~d characterized the expansion
of air facilitirs mo-e directly under Air Corps control., Ground forces
exransion during 1940 prd 191 necegsitated a similsr exyension of obe
servation and reconnaissance squadrons to surport the new troop units. By
War Department pollicy armies, corps and divisions required air surport
units, which for convenience of trainins were to be located near units
vhich they were to supt:or't..226 These units were orpanically a part of
the Alr Corps, but because of their method of control, they were under a
somevwhat nebulous resyonsibility teo the Chief of the Air Corpe. The bases
uron vhich they were located were, throughout this period, assigned to
and administered by the ground forces.

The OCAC nevertheless assumed the initiative in securing bases for
the regulsar Army squadrons. TFecause of the transfer of ofrTett to the
Vest Coast Training Center it was thus necessary to find a new field for
the observation squadron based there. This squadron, less one flight
which was transferred to Brooks Ficld, was moved to Hamilton in the fall
of 190 in order that it be near the headguarters of IX Corps Arca.227
Since this was a temrorary station and since it waeg decided that the

squadron should he closer to the eoncentration of pround troope at Fort

ARy Mrt o A
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Ord, Calif., a n~w stution was nerded. The beord of officers raking rec—
cmrondabicns for the loestion of tho 54-combat-group statiens on the
Paclfic const ce'ected a aite at Salinas, Galif.228 Houging for the squad-
ron was eccordinyly conutructed on an airdrome lease at Salinas, eand in

the cwmer of 1941 the zquadron, togetherf;ith the flight which hzd been

229
moved to Brooks, was tranzferred to the new airfield.

Under the Army's first aviaticn objeetive the (CAC was asuthorized to
form two new reccmmaissance squadrons for assigmment to the Second and
Fourth ArmicB.EBO The squadron which was to work with the Fcurth Army
was located at Salinas with little difficulty, but a new base had to be
secured for the Seccnd Army squedron. The board of officers malking recom-
mendnticns for the locetion of the S4-group stations in the South selected
the mmicipal airrort at Atlanta, Ga,, for the unit, This slte was ap-
rroved by both the War Depariment and the Chief of Air Corps, though the
CCAC later regretted the ccmmitment.zBl Construction had begun, and late
in 194C the recomnaissance squadron ecgdre was sent to Atlante. Yovement
of the headquarters of the Seccnd Army to MNemphis, Tenn., led thet unit
1o reguest the transfer of its reconnalssance sgquadron to a locsiion
rroximate to Memphis. The Air Corps arrroved this reguest, but the Var
Department was of the opinion that it would be inadviseble to abandon the
Atlants cantonment.232 Some of the older observation sguadrons were re-
located durine 1940 and 1241 in order to effect closer training: squadrons
at SBeott and Mitchel were moved to Fost and Lawscn Fiolds;233 an gddition-
al stetion was leased at DeRidder, la., ard in February 1942 an observa-
tion squadren from Erooks wag moved thore to support the armored division
training at Camp Folk, 1'.&.23ZP

Location and construction of staticns for the Matiena' Guerd obser-
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vation squadrons ordered into the federal service in 1940 and 1941 was

- hendled elmost exclusively by the Uar Derartment General Staff and the
Fational Guard Bureau.235 Funds for houszing the first 21 squadironc to be
ordered to active duby were aprrrrriated on 9 Septemter 1940, and tenta-
tive stations ware selected near the rosts of the Naticnal Guaré divisions
with which they were to train.236 By lMarch 1941 all of these firct 21
squadrons had heen mustered into the federgl serv:‘vce.237 In Decenber
1¢40, after rluans had been made to induet nine more newly formed National
Guard s~uadrons {one of which was to be loeated in Alaska), the Assistant
Chief of Staff, G-3, dirccted the Chief of Air Corrs to ret up a hoard of

Ly

officers 1o seleet citws nocar Rol'n, Yo,, Comp Forrest, Tenn.,, £an Antonic,

Tex., ¥ine Camp, "y Y., Hattiesbucg, I'1-5., ond Abilene, ‘I‘ex.233 Such a
heard vas formed by Yar Department orders, and by April 1941 the Chief
of Staff h-d aryroved the sitea for the rerranent ctaticas of all 30 »2
the ohrerration squwﬁrans.?sg Fy the 212 of 1941 these obsorvatlicn
squadrons vere either loenfed or were in the rrocecs of heins moved to
their permanent airficlds.”

Althoush the airfields and housins reguirements for these observaticn
squadrons were rolstively simeJe as befitted their small verronnel and

Yight plane:, mmerocus diffieulticc were encountered in operating from the

*¥'nder this mobilization exyansion, obrcervaticn stutions were brourht
into operation at Yherler-Sacl Field, Fine Camp, 1. Y.; Ctio Field, Camp
Fdwards, *'neg.3 Fort 12Clellan, Ala.; U'ew Cimhterland, Pe.; Detrick Fjeld,
Fredericl, 1d.; Lexinvton County Alrrort, Columbia, £. C.; Pirminghem, Ala.;
Fgler Field, Camp Peaur<gard, la.; Chicago, J11.; Adsms Field, Little Rocl,
Ar¥.; Erownwood, Tex.; Cherwood Field, Faso Hobles, Calif.; New Nunieipal
Airrort, 3nn Antonio, Tex.; Jaclsonvilla, Fla,; Fort Dix, li. J.; Fort Devens,
¥ara,; Ahilene, Tex.; Vichy, Mo,; William llorthern Ficld, Tu’lshoma, Tenn.;
Tattiesturr, Mies.; Alexondria, la.; and Fellopg Field, Eattle Creek, lich.
(&RF, Statien Tiet, 20 Zert, 1941).
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stations provifed them. At Esler Field, for cxample, the obecervotion
squodron in Povember 1940 was quartered in teats and in the dilaridoted
toildinee of a former CCC ceanp. The cole runway was unsafe in wet weather
and durine ndverre cross-wind cqnditions.zAO Reilly Field, Fort 1'cClellan,
Ala,, was found to be so hazrrdous in llay 1941 that the Chief of the Lir
Corps reccr erded that it ke abandoned.aal The squadren camr areas at
Columbia, S. C., located on the edee of a ruonvay, was both eremred ard ex-
roced to the reneral public., In June 1941, after an ingrection trip had
been made by one of his asslstants, Brigadier General H, .. Dargue, Chief
of the Inspection Divisicn, CCAG, noted that the observgtion squadrens
were confuced by thedr multiple charnels of adrinistration, deyer.-ed upen
often uninterasted pround force cor anders for their trairing miesiens, and
had poor facilities for operations and maintensnce. In reneral, the whole
pleture wann "extrorely roor.“EA

In order to immrove cn this situaticr, Gene ral Marshall on 21 June
1941 wrote identical letters to ench of the Army ccrranderz, rointing out
thrt the training of the ohcervation squadrons wps notebly'deficient.QAB
Un 25 July the Uar Derartment moved a ater further and directed the Chief
of the Army Air Forces to assume ~ctive control of the observetien
equedrens. He was to form five air support comrands to which all of the
Squedrons wore to te assigned for trainjng.zAA Genernl Arvold ordered
the Air Force Combat Commnnd to form the five conmnnds.245 Cn 30 Aust
that, organization ordered the activation of the five corm rnds, directed
tho formation of group headquarters to control the ceparate ohzerveticn
souadrons, asripned both the new cheervation groups and the existing light

brmhnrdi ent groups to the five cors'-nds, and formed an Air Suprort Section
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. in its headquartsrs to give overall direcetion. Tho air suprori cemand

hesdqua~ters were ectabliched at !"itchel Field, Will Regors Field, Savarnah

246
Army Air Pase, Familten Field, and Powman Flold early in Sertember 1941.

Degpite this action, the alr suprort hazes remained corfused. The
AAF arsum~d the hosie War Derartrent responsibility for the development
of alr muprort i‘ields,ﬂp? and, as has kren seen, mode yrovision for air
surrort haces in the selection of the 84-cembat-group fields. lany of
the existing observation squadron airdremes, however, remained unier the
Juriediection of the prownd foree cormanders., Az late as Mareh 1942 the
Secend Air Force hed not deterrined whether it had any authority over the
fields on vhich its observation units were stationed.%a Solution of

this problem was tc consume much effort during 1942 ~nd 1943,

i
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The 1930 murmentnticn hed been primarily concerned with the develop—
rent of the minimm tares needed for hemberheric defonse, ard the 5i- and
gL~rroup rrosrams, while they did not ferret defence requirerents, had bteen
1nrgely concerned with the yrocurerent of airfields suitable for the
robildzation nnd trairing of an exroandirg Alr Corrs. During the course of
5l ard f4iegroup provrems the Air Corps hed sourht, principally through
the CAA, to cecure the develorment of an additioral numher of civil
fields which would te necded for war emerpency defense nce. Theee three
ovransions had been closely directed from Vashington. In Decemkter 1941,
hovever, the AMF wag frced with two problems: first, and rost immediate,
it hnd to provide the facilities needed fer the disyerssl of its air
units to rrevent & cecond Fesrl Farbor catastrophe on the cea frontiers
of the United Stotess seecnd, it hed to provide the facilities for the
mobilization training of an air force of enormously inercased size.

The exigencies of wer thus forced an immedi-te rrocurement of a
pgreat mmber of air btases, cauced chanzes in constructicnal requirements
and techniques, and chifted the serrce factor in construction frem funds
to man-hours and materials. The immensity of the building progreams led
to some decentralization of direction snd resyonsibilities. To a very
greot extent the using amencies in the field, not the AAF headquarters
in Washincton, had to determine their facility needs to meet the over-~
ell directives given to them by the AAF, By the fall of 1942, however,
it had beccme arrsrent that the war would not be fought in the United

75
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States, and defensive develorments could be curtailed. By about June
1943 sufficient base facilities hnd been constructed in the continentsal
United States for mobilization and training. Onece more the headquarters

of tre AAT cculd sssume n more active role in the direction of censtrvetion.

1. Frocurement and Development of Defense Facilitieg

The impact of the news from Fearl Hsrbor and the immedinte rrosrect
of enemy air attacks on the continental rea frontiers forced an equally
immediate derloyment of RAF planes to outlyin bases end a dispersal of
aircraft on the main baces. A part of the faclilities needed for deployment
hed been provided by CAA and WPA constructed airports. Cn 14 December
1941 President Roosevelt directed the Secretary of Yar "0 take possesslon
and acsume control over any Civil avintion systcm or systems or any pert
thereof to the extent necessqry for the cuccessful rrosecution of the
war,ﬂl The Bastern Theater of Unerations and the Western Defense Corrend
were authorized to call uron War Dersriment construction agencieg for
ureent construction, to incur finencial oblipationm, ond to use either
fixed-fee, negotiated, or lumy=-sum coniracts to get urpent construction
corivleteds, They were cautioned, however, to apgure that no abure weas

2
m-de of the sweepini authority to by-rass the usuel 'fer Depirtment channels.

Pascive Defence FProjectg. During the period of extreme caution follow-

ing Fearl “arbor evtensive efforts were mede to protect the coastal air-
fields arainst suryrice ~ttack by means of passive defense mepsures, in-
sluding revetments, disperced lsyouts, and camouflage., (n 9 December
1941 General Arrold directed the immediate dispersel of all aireraft
west of the Rocky Mountains and the censtructicn of sand bag revetiments

for further protection. On the Atlantic const all lerge concentrations
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of planes werc to he similarly rrotected at once.> Cn 13 Decerter the AAF
directed that all new brcea built within 35C miles of the Atlontic ard
Facific coasts and within 370 miles of the Gulf were to he given a dise
rersed 1a;vou'b.4 By 26 Decembter, nctires unier the emergency rowers of
the Uestern Tefense Comrand, the Corps of Engineers hed started £l emer=
geney projects on the Facific corst, includine herdstnndings, dispersal
taxiweys, revetments, snd send “eg protective devices, At Fanilton
Field alone $413,850 were cermitted for revetments ard texiweys. In the
east, fighter revetments were constructed at 23 bares, and hesvy bernber
dispersal arce were built at seven baces. By May 1942 scime 35,645,023
had been srent for emer rency work.5 After the flurry of execitement had
worn off, it beerme evident thrt revetments on such a lorpe scele would
not te needed., On 20 Tecember 1942 the Secend Air Force thus directed
the completicn of bember revetments in pre-ress, tut scught to end the
effort there and to build hardstendings and taxiveys to dispersed positions
instead.6 The emerpency ccnstruetion powers of the continental theaters
of orerations were curtailed in Februsry 1942, tut on 23 Yarch the
Bastern and VWertern Defense Cemmands were allowed to authorize emergency
construcetion projects only if they cost no more than ”20,000.7 Cn 4
Farch 1942, however, the War Derartment ordered thet ne rore rovetrents
would be eonstructed without srecific autherization for esch auch groject.s
Construetion of disrercsed and camouflesed facilitics was continued
somevhat Joncer, Shertly nfter Erarl "arkoer the Corps of Enginecr: was
instructed to rrovide dispersed loyouts at 15 air taces near the ces
frontiers of the United Statps’g ond othir individual projects for impro-
viced disrersions were loter authorized. On 28 Fetru-ry, for exnrrle, &
Froject wns aprroved at Dow Field costing “416,557 wnd Including tone
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down of yprominent features, plantine of trees and shrubs, tono down of
10

texiwgys, painting of roofs, and censtructicn of disperced facilitilscs.

For trainine yurroces a ccmrlete drmy airdrome was built ncar the Riche

mond Army Air Ease.ll By Decembcr 1942, however, comtat experience hod

shown thot airiields were not rommerative targots for air attack, and
Brigadier General L. P. Whitton, Dircetor of AAF Ense Services, reccmmended

that more conventionel alrfields should be built in the United States.lz

In Yarch 19.3 the ‘ar Derartment, estimating that such rrojcets hod cost
some 45,000,000, directed thet future passive defence projccts should be
limited to vitnl defense zones and should be as simcle as rossible.l3
In Cetoter General Arncld indicated that such passive defense projects
were no lonver needed in the co tinental Unibted States.lﬁ
Deployment to Defensive Alrfieldg

Since 1939 the Air Corps had b= n worling towasrd the development of
a sufficient mumber of strategicelly located eivil alrfields to inecure
rroper digre-sal of its units toth for passive protection and for the dew
fense of potential targets for air attack in the United States. During
December 1941 many of thrse clvil fields, most of which had been improved
with WFA and CAA funds, were added to the AAF roster of stations. Most of
the exlisting flelds required additionsl development to fit them for mili-
tery use, and additional baces had to te rrovided Lo buttress the defen-
sive situation,

During the meonth which followed Fenrl Harbor the First Adr Force, as
the principal air component of the Eastorn Theater of Crerations and its
successor Bagbtern Defence Cormand, ouickly deployed its pursuait sgquedrons

for the defence of potential targets in the lortheastern and Central

[ A
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Atlantie stotes. Cne Tursuit ~roup was disratehed to the Terfolk, V.,
mundeipal airrert. OCthor yursuit squadrons and flights were cent to
Green Airport, Hillsgrove, R, I., to the romieipel airfleld at Eendix,
Y. J., to the munieipal airrort at Ehilﬁﬁelrhia, Fa., to the depublic
Avinticn Corroration Tiold at Farmingdale, M. Y., to the Glen L. lYartin
Teld at iddle River (Baltimore), ¥3., to Trumbull Field, Croten, Coun.,
to the runieirnd airrort ot Eridserort, Comn., and to Corronwealth fire
rort, Enst Eoston, Hass.15 Lenses “ere quickly negotlated and in Jenuary
1942 emergency constructicn rrojects at all of thoce Fields (except
Yartin Field), tovethrr with the municipal airfields at lewark, Ve Joy
Dover, Del., Atlantic City, D. J., ond Eelteville, 1d., ond Lo~an Field,
Faltimore, ¥d. (substituted for Yartin Field), were ordered by the
Eastern Theater of Crerotions., These rrojects covered the construction
of emcrpgency typc housing and disporsal facilities.lé

Durins the remainder of 1042 there ras a gre~dual recovery frem the
prossures which had led to agitation for "a fighter tace every five miles,™
and scme readjustment of the pursuit fields was undertaken.l7 In Arril
lafuardia Field nt Tew York City was cleared for emergency pursult use,l8
and by June additional 1enged facilities hrd been obta’ined at the I'ew Haven,
Comn., municiral alrfield and at “entschler Field, Hartferd, Conn.l9
During July the detachment frcm the East Boston airrort was moved to a

20
newly negobiated leasehold on the CAA-constructed field at Pedford, ass.

L)
In the sane month the AAT leaced and took over recrensibility for the
21
econstruction on the CAL project at liillville, L, J, The ceapletion of

this airfield enabled the Pirczt Air Force te move its units frem the

22
Fhiladelthia municiral airfield which was unsnited for tactieal use.
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Probably tecauce of the failuve of the CAA to find a Jocel sronsor to
‘ rurchase the cite needed for develorment at Fendix, I. J .,23 the First
Afr Force szcured the lease and de—elorment of the Suffolk Connty Alrport,
at Yesthamrtcn Teach, I's Y. Work bejan there in Seplermr 1942 and the
initial rroject was comrleted by May 19113.21‘ Grenersl Arnold ~=ave final
arrroval for the construction of a defense :airfield for \iaghinrton at

Camp Srrinvs, ¥d., in Aurost 1942, and the base was ready for ure in April

5

2
19/3.77 Pr Deecember 1942 the Fivrot Adir Force had alco sacured facllities

necded for fighter units at Prainard Pield, Fartford, Conr., at Fortsmouth,
I'. H., and at Salishury, 1'11.26

The FPirst Air Force also h-d to find stations for its I Bomber Cominnd
vhich was given the micairn of antisuhmarine patrol alon; the Atlantlc and
Tfulf coasts. lont of the stations neejed were obtained h the diversion
of & rart of the housine and facilities at older bacrg, but ncxe new
stabions w.re reguired. The munieipal airrort at Dover, Del., was accord-
inely lea~e: in Deeemtrr 1941 oné given temrorary improvements by the
Taslern Theabur of (perations. Durinv the fall of 1942 and the soring of
1943 2 he-rer station was milt there.27 A tent camn was constructed for
immedinte vee at Bluethenthal Ficld, Wilmington, I'. C., and in the fall
of 1942 work was hezun on r brmbardment station.gs' At the helrht of its
ratrol operatlons the I Pomber Comrand and its suecessor, the‘AAF Antie
gubmarine Comriand (netivited on 15 Octoler 1942), operated from facilities
which had either boen diverted or built for its use at Dow, Grenler,
Tegtover, Mitechel, Ft. Dix, Dover, lanvlay, Bluethenthal, the municipal
airfield ot Charlrston, 5. C., Chatham Field at Savannah, Gm., Jackuonville,,

/ the 36th Street Airrort, Mismi, Fla., tho Boca Chiea Maval Adr Statlon at

M"'"
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Key West, Fla., Drew, the municiral airrort nt Gulfpord, Fiss., 3 the
municipal airfield at Galveston, Tex.29

The Third Air Force pot ‘the more 1limited requirerents of its defensive
mission without any ad litionel ingtallatirng. Tn lerch 1942, however, the
AAF Directorate of Air Tefence cnlled attenticn to the ne d for three Yur-
auit alrdrones within 25 wiles of the Sault Ste. Marie Canal, the hizhly
eritical conneetion between the iron ore fields on lake Superior and the
fireat laves waterways. A third Air Force pite bo~rd recormended the
location of these fields at Haco, Rinross, and Sault Ste. larie, all in
northern lMiehigan. The mrea Vas primrily o pun-defended rone under the
Central Defense Cemmond, Tubt, in view of the fact thet the woriking saason
in northern "ichigan wasd very short and no suitable civil fields existed
for basing pursuit anits in an emergency gurmentaticn of the mcne, the
AG/A3, Flans, AAF, recommended that there was military nececsity for the
congtruction of runways, lichting, and pasoline stora”e gt tre three air-
fielﬁs.30 The Corys of Engineers was 1nstructed to provide the fields.31
The yrojcct was 1ater reduced by the deleticn of the airfield ab Sault
Ste. liarle, tut skeletonized installations were puilt ot Haco ard Kinross

2
and placed on B ctandby status.B

(n the Foeific coast the aecord and Forth Alr Ferces, essigned on 11
December 1041 to tho Vrgtorn Theater of Cperations, experienC&d a simllaer

33
exyansion of faellitirs to meot defensive reqpirpmfnts. In the Facific

Yorthweat the Secord Air Force 1acked a sufficient number of girdrones to

yrovide a separate field for each of its tactical squadrona--the desid-
ersetun for defensive deyl oyment. fme pursuit provrs nowever, wag roved

to Seattle, Vashe, jmmediately after Feacl Parbor, to cuard orainet
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34
Cossible attack on the Bremerton Mavy Yad snd the Bosing siveraft plert:

Flans for the acquisition ard development of other fields were somewhat
complicated by the impending transfer of the defenpge mission in the
Facific Northwest to the Peurth Alr Foree, tut on 1 Jemuery 1942 the 1T
Interceptor Command requested the procurenent and preparation of single
pursuit sguadron facilities at Bellinghem, Port Angeles, Qlympie, and
Kitsap County (Eremerton), Wash., and &t Salem and Hillsboro, Cre. For
alternnte use the II Tntercertor Command recormended the airfields et
vount, Vernen, Arlingbon, Serd¥oint, Seattle (Iuller-Harkins airport)

and Shelton, Wash., and at Troutdale, Scappoose, and MeMinnville, Ore.
Cther fields=-including that at Quilleyute, Wegh y==were peconmended for
developument as emergency airdromes. The Seeond Air Force almost immedi-
ately replied that the airports & Olymple, Kitsap County, and Salem were
being improved to yrovide & 5,000=foot TUNWEY S request had been made on
the CAA to plece Hillsboro in its first priority for development, and re-~
vetments were either being bullt or would be ordered constructed at all
of the fields. In regard o the alternate fields, request hed been made
to the Western Defense Command to improve Mount Yernon and Arlington, the
Sand Foint Maval Alr Station was usable, Maller-Harkins was thought to be
8 pooT station for Army use, the CAA had been requested to improve elther
MeHinnville or Scarpoosse, Troutdale was being jmproved, and recommendation
had been made to the Pourth Air Force in pebalf of improvements at
Shel:bon.35 The Second Air Force had obtained Yavy permisgion to add Iin-
stallations at ‘the Vavy fields being developed &t Quillayute, Mount

36

Vernon, Arlington, Shelton, and Bremerion.
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After o period of organizational confusion the Fourth Air Force as-
gumed control of the main Second Air Force bacesd in the northwest (Faine, ‘
McChord, and Fortlsnd) on 26 Jmusry 1942. By the sam® token it assumed
responsibilit:r for the procm'ement. of addi;ti.onal rislds needed in the
region-y? ¥ajor General J» Eo Fickel of the Fourth Air Force reques-bed
lgval permissicn to develop suitable 1nstallations for one purgult squadron
at Quillayute, Shelton, Mount Yernon, Arlington, and et the new site at
Qak Herbor, Wash., end received reaffirmetion of the permisaion originally
given %o the Second Air Force .38 Armg cor;struction projects for those
fields, for the Bremerton Naval Alr atation (Kitsap County Arport), and
for the CAA constructed fields at Olympia, Pellingham, Fort Angeles, Selems
axd Willipa (South Pend), Wash., were arproved by the AAF on 7 April 1<=,a;.r,2.3'9
The Feurth Alr Foree also assuned jurisdiction over the CAA fields ab
Fugene gnd lertinnville, Orees apd over the flight strip at Aurore, Orees
Put no housing was copstructed st the 1nstalla,tions.l'° Most of these fields
were used by single pursuit gquadrons during 1942, bub by Mey 1943 only
Salem, Bellingham, Olympia, and Port Angeles were occupied by troopss

The Fourth Air Foree wae regponsible for the development of defense
installations onr the remainder of the Pacific coagt from the beginning of
the period of preparation for war. During 1941 Genersl Fickel had been
active in cooperation with municipal, county, and state officia.ls--per'bic-
ularly in California=-in an offort vo build up the civil fields to be
needed for defense. Shortly aiter n December 1G4l it vas thus possible
4o move squadrons AX and detachments of Fourth Air Force taoticel units to
the North Island Ravel Air Station at San Diego, ‘o the municipal fields

at San Bernardino, Tong Beach, Bakersfield, Ogkland, and Sacramento, and

.-Ql-.‘-u N, oxr L™ -,
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to !"ineg Field at los A:ngeles.43 In order to exredite business with the
comrand rost of the Uestern Defense Command ,t the Fregidio of San Frane
eisco, an advance echelon of the Fourth Air Force headquarters was rushed
to Hamilton Field and hy 15 December the whole headquarters, together
with the staff of the IV Bomber Cormand, had opened at Hemilton Field.s On
5 Jaruary 1942 the staffs were moved to a leased building in San Francisco.
The IV Interceptor Command headquarters, more tied down by its complicated
commnications net-work, continued temrorarily at Riverside but eventually
moved to Oakland, Cel if.M

The initial deployment of tactical units by no means met the defense
neede of the Fourth Air Force, On 10 February General Fickel therefore
presented the Western Defense Commend with an airfield program designed
to provide an operating airfield and an alternate airfield for each of
the 22 tactical squedrons assigned to the Fourth Air Force. Two addl-
ticnal fields were rrovided because of the prevalence of fogs in the
San Frencisco regicn. (nlr 13 of th=se fields were available for use,
construction under the emergency authorization of the Western Defense
Corrmand was underwey at 12, and the remaining 19 fields required authoriw
zation.45 A11 emerpgency construction, however, wes suspended by War
Deyartment order on 24 February, so that the whole program had to be
forwarded to Washinaton on 29 Earch.46 On 7 April General Arnold, with

»
some chonzes and deletions, approved most of the items of construction desired.

Frakersfield, Bishop, Blvthe, Kearney lese {a Pileld shqred with the
Yav3), Delano, Fairfield-Suism., the Grend Centrel Air Terminal at Glendale,
Oaklund, the Metropolitan airport at Ven Muys, the Oran~e County airport at
Sants Ana, Oroville, Otay Yesa (joint occupation with the Iavy), Falmdsle,.
Torterville, Redding, Russell City (Ilayward), the Sacramento municipal airport,
11115 Field at Sen Francisco, end Visalia, Calif., and at the airfields pre~
viously noted in Orepon and Washingtoni. The AAF refused to approve racommended
gpojects at the Long Beach, los Angeles, and Yakima, Wash.,municipal airfields.
(Rdg., hemold to CG NDC, 7 Apr. 1042, in ARG 626 I.)
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Changes and additions to this progran of constructicn vere not re=-
quested by the Fourth Alr Force until September 1242. Then it requested
authority to develop facilities for a siigle fighter squadron at the Cxmard,
Calif,, flight strip; at the Lomita, Calif., flight strip (substituted for
the long Peach munieipal field); at Cntario, Calif.; at keam Field, San
Diego (joint occupation with the Iavy); ard st the Half lloon Eay, Calif.,
flight strip. To replnce the Ios Angeles runicipel airrort, it wished to
develop a fighter field on San Micholas Island, one of tke Santa Pertara
group ly‘rg off the coast from Los Angeles, Authorization was requested
to develop a squedron stremgth bomber station at Ellensh.urg , Wash., vige
Ya':ima. The Fourth Air Force ncted theot it planned to sutmit projects to
accormoiste a fighter squadron at Conecord, Calif. (in ploce of the Alameda
'avel Air.Station); for housing rersonnel of medium horber squedrons at
the Winters-Davis, Calif., £light strip (to replace Fairfield-Suisun), and
at the CAA constructed field at Madera, Calif,; and for a heavy tocter
squadron at the CAA built field at Needles, Calif. (yice Blythe which had
been assigned to the Troop Cerrier Cormand) .1"7

This progrem seems to have been arproved substantially as presented,
but the projects planned for later submission did not fare so welle Fous~
ing was subsequently built =t Gonecrd, but Winters-Davis and Heedles
received no such improvement and Madera w,s not assigned to the Fourth Air
Force. Because of oprosition frem the Favy, squedron strength housing
aprroved for Ream Field at San Diego and for the fields at Kearrey l'esa and
Ctay Mesa was nover constructed, In eddition to these stations the IFourth
Alr Foree was also assigned the fields built by the CAA at Inyokern,

Montazue, lapa, and Santa Rosa, but housing was btuilt only at the lattier
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field. NMost of these rrojects were small and the theater of operations
tyre housing at them seldom exceeded accommodation fer 500 men. They were
occupled during the peried of extencive defensive preparsiions effected on
the Pacific coanst, and most of them passed to a standby status when the
elr defense of the regicn was relaxed. On 1 Yay 1943 only Glendale,
Russell City, Oskland, Ontario, Palmdale, Secramento, Mills Fisld, the
Orange County airrort, Sents Rosa » and the Metropolitan airvort at Van

8
Tuys had troops assigned to 'l-,hem.9

Most of these fields wbich had been taken over for defensive deployment
had been developed by the CAA. Shortly after the beginning of United States
prarticiration in World War II, the General Accounting Office expressed
the opinfon that exclusive military lease on CAA constructed airports
would still be permissible for the duration of the war.w This made it
Imrosgible for the Air Forces to comtinue to look to the CAA for construc—
tion of the mumercus fields which locel comonders deemed necessary for

vational defense. Such commanders, still thinking in terms of the develop=

would be needed during the fiscal year 1943.50 The First Air Force,
eéxample, sent in a list of 155 airrorts vhich it wiehed developad.sl
‘The matter was taken un with General Arnold on the evening of 27 April 1942,
and he, reamoning that the war was going to be fought in Purope =nd the
Pacifie rather than in the United States, declared himself flatly oprosed
to the develomment of more than one-fourth of such a mmr-er of a.‘.'.rpc:r'l;a..s2
On 2 July 1942 the CAA received an avpropriation of $199,740,000, and the
cetling on the number of airdremes to be built or inprroved was raised

to 668.53 This was tke last substantial sum to be approprioted to the CAA
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for the development of civil airfields during the wer period. By the end
. of 1943 nearly all of the CAA develormental projects were ccmplete.sl" )
For the development of the flight strirs which became a part of the
Pacific coast air defenses, the CCAC and the AAF hed worked in ¢lose coor=
dination with the United States Commissioner of Fublic Roads. The Commis~
sioner had £irst been empovered to contact the state highway departments

55
in planning such strips on 5 September 1940, and in January 1941 the

OCAC had 1aid Gown s preliminery definition of such strips. They were to
be of primery use for dispersion, were to be adjacent to good highways, |

and should be loceted within 25 to 100 miles (preferably not over 50 miles)
of established air basaa.56 The OCAC desired that the program should be
decentralized as much as possible, and the GHQ Air Force had accordingly
directed the Air Force commgnders to work with stete highway deportmen:bu

in selacting sites.57 Congress on 19 November 1941 approprieted

10,000,000 to the Commissioner of Public Roads for such constructicn as

3w

he misht arrange and added $5,000,000 on 17 December 19!;1.58 Dur:
some 21 £1ight strips, with dimensions of 500 by 5000-2000 feet,’
structed at an average cost of $394,000 each.59 By October
the AAF, because of urgent requests from the War Production Bos
projects which could be stopped without serious injury to the
felt that the program should be completed as soon as poseitls & N
not be continued further .wllthmlgh most of these flight strips
Located along the continental seabosrd, s few were located inland, genar-

ally to serve bombing ranges or for other specialized training,
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2. Developme f Facilitjeg for the

Concurrently with the expansion of facilities for the defense of the
continental sea frontiers, the AAF was concerned with the much larger
problem of finding and developing bases to accommodate the programmed
expansion of its tactieazl air strength from &, to 115, to 224, and finale
ly to 273 combat grours., This expansion of base facilities had to keep
pace with, and in most cases to precede, the rrojected combat expansions
whose accglerated activation schedules demanded unprecedented construction
ac’bivi‘bie;.

The immensity of the esnstructicn problem may be seen by viewing the
projected combat expansions. On 23 December 1941 General Spastz announced
thet the immediste objective for the AAF would be the completion of the
8L~group program during 1942.61 On 2 January 1942, however, General Arnold
in a memorandum for President Roosevelt indicated that the initisl step
tovard development of "the mightiest air force the world has ever geen'
would necessitate immediately at lesst 56 additional pllet schools, with
an anruel productivity of 70,000 pilots, ground schools to turn cut
300,000 technicians a year, and at least 106 new air basea.62 The next
d.ay the AAF proposed to &dd 45 combat groups to its current strength
(making o total of some 115 combat groups), to expand its pilot cutput
£irst to 50,000 and then to 70,000 per yesr, and to expand :.Lts rate of
technician training during 1942 to 300,000 per year.é? This proposal

was aprroved for accomplishment during 1942 bty the War Depertment on 19

February 1942 .64

In order to facilitate future expansion, work was begun immediately °
to project the expansion for 1943. On 29 January AWFD proposed that the

-?F"-;'n\‘m-;i-% 5.-"1 i
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AAF should atterplt to achieve a total of 224 combat grovrs during 1943.

During February this proposed strength was arrroved by the AAF as a basis
for study and plannin,g.66 By June the 224 group program wes being coor-
dinnted with the Var Depsrtment, end the commitment was aprroved in effect
in the War Department troop basis issued on 2¢ Aurust 1942.67 Feanvhile,
the AAF hed drawn up more embitious plans which contemplated expansion to
a strength of 273 groups during 1943. On 2 September 1942 Generol Arnold
therefore directed that plens would be made to expand the technical school
output to 600,000 annually, reaching this rate by July 1943, and to expend
the flying training rate to turn out 102,000 pilots anmually, reaching
this capacity by 31 December 1943‘68 Ey the middle of Docember 1942 it
was evident to General Arnold that the 273 group profram aprroached the
moximum size thet the man-power and productive rescurces of the United
States could support. He directed the Air Staff to make plens to reduce
flying training objectives and to taper off &l exransion at the "sstura-
tion point" of 273 groups.69 Although the composition of this spturstion
program vas reviged four times , the total figure of 273 proups was not
again chanved during World War II.70

Expansion planning contemplated that no more than one=third of the
combat strength of the AAF would be based in the continental United States
at eny one timo, but it provided that each combat group so secamrodnted
would have one main bhace and four sub-hases.7l During 19/2 the bulk of
the construction program was directly related to ectual defense snd nobil-
1zatlon nceds. In Oetoher 1942, however, Doneld l'elson, Chief of the War

Production Fonrd, po'nted out that Army construction projects might absorb
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as much ag one-fourth of the total war effort during 1943, and he asked
. the Secretary of Wor to prerare a list of projected projects which could

be abandoned. The AAF Director of Base 3ervices, fearing tiat this meant

that the WF3 would begin to review all construction projeets, recommended
that all AAT construction should be programmed as quickly as rossible and
even ahead of need lest delays be encountered when new facilitles were
needed. The Air Staff arrroved the recormendation with the reservation
that the AAF must not accurmilate any considerable number of Yghost villages
avaitine occupants. Althoush the WPB never assumed an active review of
Army corrand construction as had been anticipated, the AAF sovght to bring
its precremmed construction to an end as quickly as rossible. During
Hovember 1942 all AAF sgencies were thus reguired to request all projects,
"ruthlessly pruned to the bare essentials," which would be necded on the

72

basis of the saturation of air power objective of 273 ccmbat groups.

The war emergency mede it evident that simplifications of construe-
tional requirements and techniques were in order. "The approved program
for the AAF," wrote General Arnold on 17 Jamuary 1942, "requires an expan-
sicn of such megnitude trat a cemplete overhauling of our plans and con-
cepts of requirements is essential." To the end of securing "Spartan
simplicity" be specified four general principles for new construction:

(1) coneervation of funis, materiels, and natioral effort; (2) efficiency
of opergtion; (3) maximm use of available freilities--military and eivil-
lan; and (¢) elimination of non-essentﬁals.73 Tater in the saome month,
Genersl Arnold personally warned his A-4 that all "frills and non-essential

itens would be elinminzted and only the bare escentials woltld te aprroved™

7.
in planncd construection. 4 Un 4 February 1942 the War Derartment directed
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that all new building, except where advence plorninc was complete, woulq
be of a much chesper theater of operntiens tyre of construetion rather
than the mobilization tyre structures erected during 1939—1941.75 Cn 7
February the War Department issued a long directive ordering available
facilities to te used to the fullest extent, defininz the means by which
the Corps of Engineers should legse or purchace land, camutloning all com~
manders not to make commitments to civillan property owners prior to action
by the Chief of Engineers, and steting thet local political entities should
not be encourazed to bid for Army statlons in excess of their meanse
On 24 Tebruary 1t directed that Yeonstruetion not aetually indispensable
should not be underta):’en.“77 Cn 20 May the Secretaries of the War and
Pavy departments and the Chalrman of the Mer Produetion Poard agreed that
no construction rroject would be eprroved unless it was essential, could
not be postroned without hurting the war effort, conld not bte replaced by
renting facilities, would not ceuse duplication, represented all possitle
economies, and was the most simple structure rossible. The War Department
directed the AAF to be bound by the agreement in letter and in sririt.78
At the same time that the Yar Department and the AAF wvers seexinz to
curtall Ilnessential conctruetior, they were nlso making efforts to speed
up the building of deserving projects. Cn 25 January 1942 the AAF author-
lzed station commanders at some 10 bases (where construction was needed
by the 24-proup expansion) to aprrove the local leyout pl'ans.79 Early in
Yarch 1t direcied that layouts for expansion of existing stations and
for the construction of new bases should be prepared by the District

Engineers in cooperation with local cormonders and wonld be arrroved by
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the air force or inderendent ccrimard concernecd, Copies of such aprroved

lavouts were to be forwnrded to tre Euildinrs and Grounds Division, (CAG,
for informntion.gl The AAF also sousht to increment its heusing facili-
ties hy leasing. Iate in Jaruary it authorized 5,000,000 for leasing the
housing required Wy AAT recruits prior to the availability of station
housine. Selection of these leaseholds was made the recyonsibility of
the Chief of the Alr Corps, and the Chief of Engineers was authorized

g2
to make such leases at a cost of not more than 10 ver month per man.

General Arnold, however, fearing that thls evreriment mi~ht not be success-
ful, ordéered thet lesclng would %e regrrded as only a "stop—pap" for the
solution of the housing troﬁram.sa Cn 3 Pebruary the OCAC was directed
40 resard leasing oo a terrorary solution and to push bullding tr the ut-
most, utilizine the evisting commerelql airrorts and tent camprs as much as
possible.gk In Yarch the celling on lease costs was raised to 15 per
mon rver m~nth where 11 utilitisags were furnished.85

Thi: rcorzanizaticn of the Army Air Forees on @ Varch 1042 effected a
decentrnlization of construction procrdures. In April the AAF invested
the com-nnders of its alr forces and corrands with resronsibility for
gite gelzeticn. They were normally to forward their recormended sites to
the AAF for aprrovsl, bubt emergency requeats for real estate rrocurement
could be submitted directly to the loenl Division Engineers. All real
ogt-te nequicition requiring annual rentals of more than 50,000 or perma-
nent acouisition hed to be processed through the OCE and required the ap-
rroval of the Under Ceeretary of Hhr.86 The AAF also set up funds of
250,000 for each of the four alr forces and for the Southrast Air Corps -

Training Center, permitting their comranders to draw on the funds for

i
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emergency projects costing not more than 20,000, (n 23 July, pursusnt

to mrreement with the AAF, the Chief of Engineers authorized his Division
Engineers to aprrove and construct projects costing not more than $40,000
on the request of the air forces and inderendent commr'nds.88

Such a decentralization of authority made some gafeguards necessarye.
Unfortunate ccmmitments to sites which could not be occupied led the
Director of Military Requirements to emunciate an ironwcled policy that
all sites had to be aprroved by the Interderartmental Air Traffic Control
Board prior to any action tovard slte acquisition by the Chief of Engineers.s9
The Directorate of Dace Services required that it be nqtified currently
of all plans for new AAF instellations, and in August it requested that
ench Digtriet Engineer be notified to send three copies of new site
board re-orts direetly to it for immediate initiation of action.90 It was
alsc necessary to emphasize that the delegation of authority to local
commanders to approve layout plans did not rermit any modification of
esteblished AAF basze safety requirements.91 In September 1942 limison
officers were established with each of the Division Engineers to repre-
sent AAF hemdquartecs during the preperation of layout and other construc-
tional plans and to insure complisnce with AAF safety requiremen'os.92

One additional AAF reorganizatione~that of 29 larch 1943-—sought to
eliminate the distinctions between the policy staff and the operating
staff in the headquarters establishment. Thus the Base Services Division
was btrancferred to the new AC/AS, llateriel, Maintenmee, and Disiribution.
Thore, as the Alr Installations Division, it continued to exercise super-
vigion over the oxecution of AAF bace installations policies during the
remainder of World War II.93 These decantralizations and changes in

technique represented significent modifications of the pre-war construstion
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[rocedures. While mest of the responsibility for construction remained

with the headquartors of the AAF, the subordinate commenders hed, in effect,

gaived the privilege of initiating and supervising the construction of
projects which they needed for the rerformance of their assigned duties.
Flying Treining Fields. Preliminary plaming for doubling the 30,000~
pilot—training rate had been accomplished as g part of that program, but
these plans remained in suspension until FPearl Harbor. After 7 December
1941, however, the three flying training centers were directed to achieve
annmual pilot-ontput rates of 50,000, then 70,000, and finally 102,000
pilots and corresponding numbers of ccmbat crew members. In consideration
of & munber of criticsl shortames and of the stabilizatlen of tactical
air strength at 273 grours, the 102,000 comritment was serarped in
December 1942. The maximum limits of these programs were by no means
atatie: the 50,000 objective rnnged upward to 55,000 to inelude foreign
cadets and the 70,000 objective actually came to include 75,000 Americen
and 5,000 Fritish cadets. With the demise of the 102,000 program a more
reaglistic figure of some 93,600 pilots was set in June 1943, and the
pesk of the pilot training was reached in the fall of th~t yeer. There-
after the training rate began to decline.gk
The initiation of the construction progrems to accompany bthese
training augmenteticns was undertaken by the OCAC and the three training
centers, but on 23 January 19/2 the Alr Corps Flying Training Command was
established ms & new echelon in the corrmand channels directly above the
training centers.95 The headquarters of this new orgenization, commanded
by lajor General 3. K. Yount, were located temporarily with the OCAC,

but on 1 July 1942 it was moved to leased space at Fort Worth, Tex.96

o irenn

. -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

ORI oy
AHS-69, Ghap. v we B ot £ t‘\' i L‘ii\!ax’[lﬂ\: 95

After tho Mareh 1942 reorgenization this cormrand assumed 8 responsibility
for the flying training ctetion construction similer to that vested in
the four continental air forces. Frimary initiative for the acquisition
of the facilities needed to actuate the 554000 rate of training, however,
largely rested with the three training centers. Thelr problems in site
gelection were, as usual, somewhat diverse, but all encountered competi-
tion for desirable sites, all encruntered political pessures, and ell
were hard pressed by th- smell amount of time permitted to site selectiom.
Happily, however, a considerable body of informetion in regard to gltes
had been built up during the investigations of 1940-1941 which was
available as a basis frr firet planning. For the firet time since 1940
the centers were permitted and encouraged %o utilize existing mmicipal
fields for training stat’lons.97

The final recomnendgtion of the Scutheast Training Center for doubling
its 30,700 training rate had contemplated 10 new civil primary schools,
1 new basic school, 2 new advanced twin-engine schools, and 1 new flexible
gunnery schools On 31 December 1941 the OCAC directed the center 1o take
immediste action to select sites needed to triple the 30,000 rgte, and on
2 January the center was instructed to select the ~ites for stations
needed to accomplish its share of a 70,000 training rate. The deadline
for the selection of sites for the 50,000 progrem was get for 28 February.
To meet this objective the center recommended five new primary schools
for Camden, Ark., Jackson and Union City, Tenn., laefayette, le., and
Clarksdale, ¥iss. Two new basic schocls were sited st Bainbridge, Gae
(arrroved on 1, lrch), and at Dyersburg, Temn., & gite which was abandored

in fevor of Walmut Ridre, Ark., vhen grading costs for en over-all field
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proved to be excessive. A single=-engine school was sited at lariamna,
Fla., and the constructicn of two new twin-engine schools was approved
for Blytheville, Ark. (on 30 »arch), =nd at lawrencevil’e, I11, (on 8
April). By February, after considerable indecision as to whether such a
facility could be opened at lasarell, the centrr hnd relected o site at
I'nghville, Tenn., for a classification center. A flexible runnery school
was sited and authorized for Ft. lyers, Fla., and & navieration school
Was placed at lonrce, la., On 10 Pebrusry the center lost Earksdale
Field to the Third Air Force; the bewbardier training conducted there
wns moved to Kirtlend Pield, Albuquerque, . llex., a station just acquired
by treining activities.gs

The problems encountered in selecting and developing these stations
wore multifold. The neceszsity to aveld air congestion forced the traln-
ing into Arkansas, Tennossee, and Illinois. Fields in tre Missigsippl
deltn and in Florida progented drainage problems; others, such as Ealn-
bridse, prosented rrading difficultirs. Construction o the theater of
opsrations housing at Nashville was initially delayed by a prohibition on
over-time lsbor, low rrioritirs for critical materials such as cast-iron
water pipes caused additional delsys, but the first avistion codets were
sent there on 15 July 1942. The navigation school at Selman Field,
lonroe, la., was also deléyed by eritienl materials, but occupancy was
telen on 15 September. Desvite drainape difficulties, the new Buckingham
Army Airfield at Ft. Yyers, Fla., was found to be "adequ~rte™ to initisate
training in September. At larisnna excessive rains hindered building,
but by worling twenty-four hours a day the field was ready for the

tradning deadline 11 October. Final completion of the station at Bainbridpe
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was held up by non-delivery of critical materials, but the field opened
on 7 Avgurt. The long Indecision in regard to Dyersburg necessarily de-
layed the completicn of its substitute, Walnut Rid—-e, which did not begin
basie filight troining wnmtil 12 Cetober. George Field, Iawrenceville,
I11., mnde u=e of 23 ebando-ed CCC buildings which were moved to its
site, ond it began troining during the ful’ of 19.2. Cecause of the hold=-
up at Valnut Ridre three classes of basic £light training were given at

the new Blytheville station, beginning on 6 August. The cadets, however,

had to live under virtual field conditions and the training alrcraft oper-

ated from olled strips.gg

The primary school expansicn was accomplished

with an unprecedented speed.

Cn 31 Decemrer 1941 the Defense Flant Corro-
ration, a subsidiary of the Reconstruction Finance Corroration, purchased
all of the civil primary sehrols (except Tuscaloosa and the Tuskegee
Institute) and leased them to their 8iv1l operators. The cw» coryoration
aleo financed ernd superviced the construction of the five rdditiomal

primery scheols peeded by the 50,000 training rate in the Southeast Train-

ing Center.lo0

The expansicn of the Scutheast Traiﬁing Center's stations to meet

the 70,000 training r~te folloved closely on the heels of the 5C,000 ex~

pansicn.  ©On 30 larch 1942 the Flying Training Corm-nd directed the center

to loente stations to meet its share of an €0,000~pilot training program
by 24 Apriles Through a sreat dscentralization of cite selection sctiviby
and much oral communiicetion via telephore channels, the center's site
boards located four new basic schools at lewport, Ark. (authorized for
cansgtruetion on 1 My ), Greenwood, Miss., Courtlnnd,|ﬂla. (toth authorized

on 5 loy), and Malden, ¥o. (authorized on 15 July). Advanced twire
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. en~ine schools were authorized for Stuttgert, Ark. (30 April), snd for

Frecman Field, Seymour, Ind. (2 ¥ay). Two additional primory schools
were established at Cape Girardesu, lo., °nd Clewlston, Fla..ml
The ssme short-~~es and weather difficulties which were delaying the

50,000-pilet constructicnal program hindered conmstructicn under the simule
‘taneous 70,000-pilot corstruction objective., Greenwood, seheduled for

. c::amfletion on 1 January 1943, was delnyed by rains which prevented soll
gtabilizaticny yet ba%ic £1ight training began on 28 December 1942. lLack
of equipment, shortf '{ébor , tornado winds, and inclement weather delayed
pavine ot Uewport, but the airfield began training on 30 December 1942
The basic school at Courtland, Ala., ~egan training on 1 February 1943.
The fourth basic school——}alden, Mo.~-wes delayed by snow and rain,
shorteres of materials, and abnormal trancfers of area engineering person-
nel. Tt could not begin to train until 1 May 1943, Stutigart, projected
as 1 twin-engine school, was suprosed to have been completed by 1 October
1942, Wt the typical difficulties plaguing construction cauced delays.
Tre field, hoever, was teken over for glider training in Ogtober and did
not serve as & twin-engine school until lay 1943. TFreeman Field st
Seymour, Ind., delsyed by weather and the usual priorities difficulties,
began training on 2 March 1243. Juriediction over the Third Air Force
‘bace at Jackson, liss., was assumed on 1 May 1942, and the alr base wgs
uged for Yetherlands East Indies cadet traﬁn"ng.loz

The increased training resronsibilitics also forced the Southeast

vIreaning Center to expand jts pre-Pearl Harbor stetions. Maxwell Field
ogained additional barrscks and its landing field was belgtedly expended

. to bring it uwp to proper operational characteristics. All-over landing
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fields, consisting of-graded and turfed areas between runways, were elloved
at moat of the center's airfields, Auxiliary fields were cecured {in part
fror CAA flelds) and improved, approximately on the basls of one field

to ecach 100 students in training at each station. Sub~beses for the gun-
nery schools at Tyndgll and Buckingham were acquired and developed at
Aralachicola and Naples, Fla.103 '

To double the 30,C00 training rate, the Gulf Cosst Training Center
had recorrended on 5 September 1941 that it would need iwo new primary
schools, two new basic schoole, one vew single-engine school, and two new
twin-engine schcols, OCn 10 December 1941 the OCAC requested it to make
8 new plan for expansion based on & 50,000 rate and taking cognizance of
the fact thet undue expension of existing stations might result in "over=
saturating the air spece." The comprehensive reply of the training
center, forwarded on 22 December, recommended no additional primery schools,
establighment of twq nev baeic schools, one new single-engine school, and
four new twin-engine schools., All navigetion training was to be given at
Brooks, all observaticn training et Kelly, and all flexible gunnexry
training at Harlingen, but four additional bombardler schools were to te
necded. On 31 December the OCAC ordered the center to st.rt selecting
cites for the 50,000 treining rate, and on 16 Januery 1942 the Var Depart-
ment ordered the center to appoint the site boards needed for such worke.
An slmost immedinte deadline for these recommendaticns was fixed by the
(CAC, and by a telegram dispatched on 24 Januery the center recommended
the establishment of two bombardier schools at the new munieipel airports
at San Angelo and Big Spring, Tex., one advenced single-engine school at
the Eegle Pass, Tex., municipal airport, two advenced twin-engine schools

at the Iubbock end Waco, Tex., municipel airfields, a new basic school
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at the Sweetweter, Tex., municiral field, a new instructors' school at
Stinson Field, San Antoric, Tex., and a new navigation school at Hondo,
Tex. Brooks was tc become a basic schocl as soon as observation training
cculd be moved to Kelly. Most of these sites hod been favorsbly recommend-
ed in earlier investigations. A decision resched cn 10 February not to
exrand obs-rvation training allowed Kelly to continue to serve a twin-
enzine school and the instructors school. Greenville, Tex., was reccommend-
ed ns a basic school to replace Xelly, =nd difficulties at Sweetwater
in locating a bullding area led to a search for snother basic school site,
This sehool was finally set up for Coffeyville, Kans, After much invesge
tigation of existing facilities which eould be leased, the center finally
decided to build its classification center at Kelly F&eld.104 The center
established no new civil primary schools to meet the 50,000 objective; 1t
secured the expansion of 1lts existing 16 primary schools by relocation of
facilities nt the main fields and Iy providing from three to nine auxiliary
fields for each of the primary schoola.lo5

The constructional problems in the Gulf Const Training Center roughly
paralleled those in the Southesast, but in general it seems tc have en-
countered less delsy. lMajors Fleld at Greenville, Tex., and the airfield
et Coffeyvi]le! Kans., began £light training on 7 September and 12
Yovember 1942. Both statlons, however, were still under eonstruction
at the time, Coffeyville began training with no hangers; mud, snow, ice,
and cold winds lowered the efficlency of both maintensnce and trainirg.
The borbardier school at San Angelo used a CAA improved field, and the
ernstruction of all of its fscilities was nearly complete when training .

bezan on 26 September. The other bombardier school at Big Spring also
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used an improved field, end it begen treining on 25 September. The single-
engine school at Eagle TFass, utilizin~ still enother munlcipal field,

hegan training on 12 MNovember. Facilities were rushed st a new site near
Hondo, and on 8 August the navigation school was moved there from Helly
Field. The twin-engine school at Blackland Field, Waco, Tex., opened for
training on 15 December. South Flains Army Airfield at Iubbock, Tex.,
projected .c 2 twin-engine school, wes opened instead zs a glider pilot

106
school on 15 July.

Flanning for the installations to be needed for the 70,000 training
rate virtually coincided with thet for the 50,000 program in the Gulf
Const Training Center. Cn 30 March 1942 the Flying Training Command
asked for an immedinte decision on the new sites, and the next day the
Center recommended Coffeyville and Winfield, Kems., for hasic schools;
Everman, Tex., for an advanced single-engine school; and Vernon, lamesa,
and Plainview, Tex., ard Altus, Okla., for advanced twin-engine schools.
These recommendations were modified by the evolving situation, and on
7 April four site hoards were arpeinted by the center to study the problem.
Coffeyville hnd to be substituted into the 50,000 program, Everman was
disapproved bty the AAF hecause of its commitments to the Yavy, Lemesa
and Plainview were drorped because of air-space congestion. Durent, Ckla.,
was substltuted for Coffeyville,; Fampa, Tex., for Lemesa; Sen Farcos for
Everman. “Later n site at Frederick, Okla., was taken in place of Vernon,
prossibly to eprease Cklahoma roliticel interests. In ¥ay the possibility
thnt lake Chorles, le., & field unsuited for night training because of
persistently low overcasts and night fops, could be traded off to the
the Third Air Force presented itself, and a site at Bryan, Tex., was
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finnlly selected to replauce it. In June the airfields at Garden City and
Dodge City, Eans., which were being daveloped for Eritish training, were
trancferred to the center, and the field at Liberal, Fang., WAS gimilarly

precented to the center in Septerbter. Thece casy acquigitionsa permitted

acme readjusiment, and accordingly the elvil schocl at Erady which hed
been ured ns » basice £1irsht school wos reccrverted into a primary school.
San l'arcos wag chanved from a agingle—en~ine cechool to & navigaticn schoole
The decision to turn Bryan into an instructors schocl 1cd to the selec—
tion of mnothrr site for the school which was to be ~oyed from Leke Charles.
This site was located at Vietoris, Tex., Oites at Childress, Del Rio,

ard larede, Tex., were provosed on 31 liareh for bernberdier schools, bub
Iaredo was later used for a gumnery schools By this nlnost incredible
arount of trading ard gubstitution, thr center £i11ed its needs for new
scheol sites.lo? Tt also obtained three ndditionel civil primary schools
at Avenser Field, Sueetwster, Tex., at Waxshetchie and El Reno, TeXes

ard the yrimary schools used by the British at Tonca City, Ckla., liiami,

10%
Ckla., and Terrell, Texs

There were additional ch-nmes in the wtilizetion of the stations

between the time of the initiation of censtruction and ite completions

The station at Bryan opened as an jnstructors school on 21 Yarch 1943.

Aloe Army Airfield at Vietoria received the single-enginm school from

Teke Charles on 12 Jmuary 1943. Del Rio bzcame a B-26 transition school
instend of & borbardier school, and the three other bembardier schools

wepe eyranded to make up the difference. On 26 April 1943 the station at
Dodre City alsc opened s & B-26 transition schcol. Gerden City, considered

as a twin-engine school durinz the planning, opencd as a basic school on
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16 Jmusry 1943. Liberal, the third of the Fanses stations criginelly in-
tended for the Eritish, beran for r-enmine tr-neition irainin; on =2 Yarch
1943. The twinecnwine schonl at Frederick, Ckla., keran training on 23

Spril 1943, while trnt et Altuc tegan training on 16 Jarmsry 1943. OStrother

Field, ‘Mnfield, Kans., besan tasic training cn 15 Decemter 1942; laredo
sterted punnery training on 30 Kovembter 19423 lenpa orened twin-engine
training on 13 December 19423 San lnarcos started its first clucs of navi-
gators on 22 February 19433 and Childress beran beobardier treining on

20 Pebrusry 1943. Sti311 enothrr basi~ fiicht sehool opened at Independence,
Krns., on 22 Yarch 1043, Typieal cor.gtructional difficuliiss were encoun-
tered at most of the se fields. In additicn, work at Aloe was showed by a
hurricane, work at Gerden City was glowed by duct storrs, and construction f
at Inderendence was hindered by a herd winter. Uevw auxiliary fields wcre
provided for these ag well as for the older trainin~ ststions in the
canter.

Froblems of cite selection for the 50,000 ard 70,0C0O protrams were
rost perplexing in the West Coast Training Center. There, becauce of
geoprarhicael and climatic charseteristics, it ultimately lecame necessery
to select zites with elevations hicher than were deemed best, where
utilities were hord to obbtain, and where weather was not jdeal, The tmsk
was Purther comrlicated by the necessity of avoiding the coashal drfeaze
areas alonr the Faclfic. For the rroposed doubline of the 20,000 training
rate, the center h~d recommended on 21 Ausust 1941 th-t it would have
to a'd six primary schcols, to convert four existing primary schools into
bazic schocls, snd to open two new advanced schocla. (n 26 Decembter 1941

the OCAC directed the center 4o meke imredi-te plans to train on a 50,000~

gy,
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pilot level, and five Asys lcter the projeched plan reguiring an output
of 70,000 pile!s mer year Wao explained to the center. C(fficial instruc=
tionz to aproint site boards were i-sued on 16 January 1942, During the
1-tter wrt of the same month sites we~n inarected ot lnrens, Ariz. (near
Tucsor), near Iobbs, I'. lex., at Corlsbad, I'. Yex., cnd nt Fecos, Tex.,
and eurly in Yarch a site bo 3 reco rended Dewing, . lex. All of thueze
cites —tere suhceqiently clenred for cchonls. Four additioral clivil
yrimery schrols were nerd d, and during Jmvary a gecord primry cchocl
unc sited at Thoenix, Aviz., near th t already operating there {Tnunder-
bird Field). During Jenuary ond fobrusry a primary sehool was locried
noar 31-the, Calif., nnd the remaining orimsry schools were loeated with
sonewh- t mere ditfiendty nt Dog Paloz, Calif., and Fort Stoclkiton, Tex,
The 1-tter cite wag clenred althonrh it was in the Gulf Comst ira’ - ing
110

Centor'ls aren of oprrationse

T n-v gtatle s wore brouht into mse fairly guickly. Iirtland
Field, Altuguerque, I'. lex., was acquired from the Feurth Alr Force
(1vhich was concentrabing on the Ineific Corat) shortly altee Fearl Horbor,

and it beran funetioninT as a Foxhardier cchool on 16 Vecember 1941. Cone

gtruction tevan at the larana cite on 16 Arril and was for enourh com—
rlnoted to rermit the £ rat nasic trainine to begin on 29 Aurrust 1942,
Degrite sevire loenl ust storms corshruction was rushed At Fecos, thus
rernitting tasic £1irht training to hepin on 2 September. The scheol nt
Curlshad m-le use of a munlclpal field, and construction, which kepgnn in
Yay, wag far encurh adveneed to permit bobardirr training in Cotober.

Tobhs beran training durine the first week in September as a four=-ens ing

=
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transition scheol. Final arproval of the De~ing slte wos not riven until
. Arril, snd bo bardier tra{ning censequently could not bemin until the mid=-
dle of Decemrer 1942. A1l of these fields were still under construction
when they were opened. larana, for eyartle, had no landin: crea other than
a fairly level strip of desert, and a deta’l of men h~d to fill rat holes
on the landine surfrce dnily. &t Fecos ne duct palliatives or sodding
h~d be'n possible, and at times the dust was so thick that visibility was
cut to 100 fect. Both Fecos and Fort Stockton suffered frcm w-ter shortapes.
Few of the towns near the stations cou’d house personnel entitled to live
off the ports., A4t Marana civilian employees had to gorrmute 64 miles a
day to and from Tueson., The first elsssificgtion work 1vas carried on at
terrorary detnchments at I'inter ond Williams Fields, htut this funetien

wng corcentrated at Santa Ana when the elcasification center opened there

111
on 15 June 1942,

Although much of the planning hnd been done, the sites for additlional
schools needed for the 70,000 trairing rate in the vest Comst Training
Center were formally chosen dur'ng April 1942, The center reccamended
aites nt Dougles, Kinrman, and Yums, Ariz., sad at larfa, Tex. Another
school, planmed for Winslow, Ariz,, was ch-nged to la Junta, Cole.,
vwhen the field under construction there wns released by the Eritish train-
ing yrosram. Two new eivil schools wert« amcqgiired at Twenty-~line Falms,
Calif., nnd at Wickenburg, Ariz. Both stationa hed bren built for the
glider training effort and both began primory flisht training in Merch
10,3. Pecause of conflicts with defense activities the primary schocl
which hnd been operatine at 3an Diepo, Calif., was moved to Tueson, Ariz.,

' and opened there on 28 July 1942. Pasic students at Cntario were transe
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ferred to faciliti & bein~ siven up by the British st Lancaster, Calif.,

and co~a Ameriean students were entered in the primary school at Fesa,

112

Ariz,, vhen the Pritich boran curtai ing training there in Fovember 1942,

The e now desert stations were breucht into use as expeditiously es
was ro nible desrile vroblems of unavaileble civilian housing, herd water
in zcarce surply, dust, nnd extrememly high temperatures which lowered
mor~le and training effectivencss. At la Junte the center acquired
British frcilitiea which were nearly ninety per cent comrlete, ond training
at the ndvanced twin-ensine school there beran on 2 November 1942. Kingman,
used ns a gunnery school becauce of the excellent ranves nearby, began
training in January 19/3. Advanced single-engine training began st Yuma
on 6 Jaguary 10/3. Work besan at Douglrs in Jupe 1942, nnd the station
began to functicn as a twin-engine school om 7 December 1942, On 22 lay
1943 the field at Fort Swmmer, I, llex,, which had been traininy glider
pilots w.s chanved to an advanced twin-engine wilot school.113

Proourement of facilitirs for the exranding AAF glider pilot programs
accompanied the 50,000~ -md 70,000-pilot augmentations. After a long
pericd of studied indifference to glider training, the AAF had begun a
gmall training program in June 1941, making uce of civil schools et Elmira,
Y. Y., ond Loekport, Ill. An additionsl scheool was cpened under a clvil-
ian contractor at Twenty-line Falms, Cﬁlif., in Jamuary 1947, German
military successes with glider transrort, particularly the invasion of
Crete, caured the AT to issue during 1642 a number of glider training
objectives which were sec~ingly incongruous with both the materiel avail=-

14
gble for training and the tactical need for such perscnnel. For the
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mogt part the training centers used civil schcols and Army fields vhich
were under construction to meet the Tulk of thelr glider pilct training
resyronsibilities. The Southeast Training Center took over the eivil school
ot Elmira on 1 lay 1042 and gubsequently obteined civil gchools at Grand
Forks, . D.y Crookston, Rochester, St11lwater, and lionticello, Minne,

end at Janesville end Antigo, Wisc. The Elmira school was moved to Moblle,
Ala., in June 1942, Two other schoole were opened et Starkville, Misae,
and Creenville, S. Cej good results were obtained at Greenville hut
Starkville wes abandoncd on 9 October 1S47. lockbourne Field, being

p1ilt ae en allepurroce air base, was obbained as @ temporary glider school
in June 1942 and was nged until Cetoter 19/2 as an advanced glider pilot
cchool. The tralning Vas then moved to the airfield under construction

ot Stuttgart, Ark., opening ‘there on 12 Qetorer, During the spring of
1943 all glider troining ectivities of the Scutheast Training Center were
closed.ll5 The Culf Conet Training Center in December 1942 naintained
civil contract elementary glider sehoolg at Denten, TeX., Hemilton, TeX.,
Cknulgee, CklB., and Fittsburg, Kans.; basie glider schools gt Lemesa,
Tex., and Vinlta, Ckle.; and Army advanced glider schools at Dalhart and
Iubbock (South Flains Army Airfield), Tex. Prior to this time the center
had uced schools ab Spencer, loue, Faye, Kens., Tonoke, Ark., Aberdeen,

S. D., Goodlend, Yans., and Amarillo, Tex. The schools at Fays hed moved
to Denton in September, thore &t Spencer hed moved to Hemilton in October,
and the other three had been discontinued. Durine the spring of 1943

all of the schools gxcert that at South Flains, vhich remained the only

Army advenced glider training school, were closed.116 The West Coast
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Trainine Center had berun ite glider pilot traininz at the Twenty-line

Falms schocl in Janmuary 1942, and during 1942 it hed obtaired jurisdiction
over other contr.ct schools at Wickenburg, Ariz., Fort Morgan, Colo,,
Clovie (Tuoumegri), I'. Mex., Big Spring (Ariesia), Tex., Flainview, Tex.,
and an Army advanced glider school at Fort Sumner, I, lex. In liovember
1942 another Army advanced glider school was opened ~t Virtorville, Calif,
Dur 'ng the carly port of 1943, in compliance with the Flying Iraining
Cormand's order to cease glider training, all of the schools were closed
and glider training was corcentrated at South Plains.ll7

The ccnpletion of the construction required to meet the 70,000 pilot
objective marked the regk of the flyinz training facility expansion. Al-
thourh a corsiderable amount of planninz was conducted for expansion for
a 102,00"-pilot troininz rate, this plaming was scrapmd in December 1942,
The further traininz exrvansions were met by reducing the living space per
man to 40 sguare feet, by the uce of tenteve, field kitchens, and pit
latrines, end by the procurement of zcwe sdditional auxiliary i‘ields.ll8

Teehnicnl Tra‘ning Pacilities. The prooram of expansion thrust upon

the AAF Technical Treining Ccmrand by the beginning of Am:rican participa-
tion in World Yar II wns ulti~ately to involve a six~-fold increase in the
100,000 training rate oprrative in December 1941, The procurement of
facilities for thls rroat exransion was screvhat complicated by the fact
th~t during meost of 1942 rnd 19/3 the command had no definitely scheduled
over=all tr4ininr objectives; in effect it had to train the men wholz;re

gent to it in commitments wwich often fluctuated from week to veok. Cn

20 Japuary 1942, hoievrr, the comwnnd was fiven the authority to aproint

. its own nite hoards, nnd curing the spring of 1942, us hns buen seen, the
e o 2 N ~ ey
. A Y
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AAF made arranccments for vermitting the command to lesse additional interw

im facllities which were nee.ed for the rapld avgmentation of the strength

120
of the AAF,

‘ew hcadquarters were cccasicned by the trairing augmentation and new
facilities hod to be yrovided for them, !ajor General Walter R. Weaver
agsumed corrand of the Technicel Trainirg Command on 1€ February 1942,
and almost immediately be ammounced th~% command headquarters would he
moved to the small resort community of Finchurst-Scuthern Fines, I. Cuy
vhere it would be ™in close proximity to Vashinston." Transfer of the
headgquarters to a hotel (vhich was leaced for ~30,800 a year) WaS AcCom=
plished on 15 April. The ajrrort, called Knollwood Field, also hzd to be
inrroved for the use of the headg arters, sand after several additicnal
hotals were lcased, the headquarters i.s accommointed as well as ro.sible
in a community which arrerently resented the rr¢sent of the Army. Cn 5
Yarch the Yar Department Jirected the orcanization of four district
headquarters within the Technical Trainine Cormand: the First District
(vith hesdouarters nt Linleigh, I'. C.), Second District (with headquarters
ot 8t. Iouis, o.), Third District (with headgqrarters st Tulen, Cda.),
w1 Fourth District (vith heedquertors 4t Denver, Colo.). Esch of the
district comanders was put in general surervision of the technieal

gehools in his meorrarhicnl district, and General “Weaver tlso charged them
vith the genoral responsibility of selecting facilitiecs to house their
pereonpel, A1l f£inn) plens for cons trueticn, bowev: r, had to te forwarded
to the headquarters of the Technical Training Cormand, and therce to the
, LT,

In September 1942 the district com anders were authorized to take

finnl neticn in the nome of the Technical Training Commend for projects
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cootirg leas than Lﬁ 000. They were orthorized to aprrove layouts, to
rake riinor charives in pl-nn, -xd to arrreve plot plons for construetion
rt fnctcry scheols. On 30 Uovember 1.7 g Pifth District was activated
tc ecntrol 2ll technicel trainine ~ctivitics in the state of Floridn.
Each of the d3strict headonsrtrrs occupied leased space.121
Tursusnt to General Arnold's directions to push constructien snd to
leuve for irmediste necds, the Technicel Tre nirg Corrand launched a
rrerram zlont both lin s, Durine 1942 ard 1943 eisht new techniesl train-
ins instollnticns wree rurhed Into operation. At Yearns, Utsh (just oute
slde of Jalt lake City), a plot of 1,405 aeres wes purchased, a contract
for a thorter of operations canterment wee lot on 16 June, and Lagic
Treiinine Genter Yo, 5, was opened on 20 July, althcuch censtruction was
not comrleted until Cetorer 1942. A corstructicn directive on Lagie
ira’nin~ Center T'o. 10 at Goldsboro, Ii. .y was issued to the Corps of
Pnginecre on 17 Coteber 1943, but the post, delsyed in construction by
rain, was not activoted until lareh 1943, ILend adjacent to the Kadison,
Uisc., municipal airrort was purchased, the airrort was lcased in April
1842, a cantorment wag constructed, and on 3 August 1942 clasces wcre
tegin at Truax Field in Radio School M'o. 3. The loention of the canton-
ment arce in a former peat bog (a decision dictated by the fact that no
other srea of sufficlent asize could be hed adjecent to the airfield) ulti-
rmately rejced the costs of construction by £6,000,000 over the original
estimated cost of ! 12,000,000, Ey Sepiember 1945 Truax with a capacity
of 16,774 men had cost 71f,253,05) while Amarillo with a housing carvacity
of 16,778 h~d coot only V13,912,974. Radio School Mo, 4 was located on a

leaged site adjacent to the Sioux Falls, S, D., municipel airport. Despite
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122
storm dama~es in lay, the school tegan trajning on 2 July 1942,

A1l of the new mecheniecs scheols were located adjacent to rmnjcipal
airfields., At Ararillo, Tex., the govermment leaced lard adjacent to
English Field on 26 linrch 1942, and by Aucust the eontorment was approach-
ing completion. Training began on 7 Septembter 1942. Constructlon ran
nearly two months ahead of schedvle at Lincoln, leb., and the school bezen
there on 6 July 1942. The mechanics school at Seymour Jobnson Field,
Greensboro, 1. C., beran training on 10 Aupust 1942 while its cantonment
vas still under ccnstruction. At Gulfport, Kiss., the government lesced
the field which wrs being improved b the CAA and, mlthough construction
was only aboul two~thirds comrlete at the tlme, training hrepan on 2
Seplenber 1942.123

Since the erngtructicn of these installations wgs relatively simple,
requiring only thester of operstions housing with limited airfield develope
ment, the time interval between the initiastion of work snd actugl use of
the stations wps falrly short. Conctruction costs, however, scared under
the expedited procedures. By Septerber 1945 the eipht staticns originelly
congtructed for the Technical Training Commond, with a corbined housing
eap-clty of 130,92/ bad cost £120,673,P62. The stations were among the
most exrensive crnstructed for the AAF, The quick utilization of these
roughly constrveted facilities also ceused sore hardships to persornel so
houred. Resyiratory diseaces gt Kearns, Truax, and Sioux Falls consti=-
tuted an almeost constent problem during the winter months. Inclement

weather turned the partly completed camrs into muldy bogs.124

The great influx of men during 1942 also brought about an exransion

of existing facilities., Constructicn of a cantonment at Buckley Field,
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previously a field auwxilisry to Lowry, was begun on 5 Vay, and by 6 July

1942 ermement trainine was begun there. Smace allotments at the older posts
were reduced from 50 squere feet per man to 4O square feet per man in
accordance with Army Regulation 40-205 irsued on 31 December 1942, Tent
canps vere erected to teke care the overflow. (me huve tent camr at
Jefferson Berracks, housine approximately 12,000 men, caured prrat diffi-
culties: deteriornting cenvas during the syring of 1942 made for heslth
hazards, and the fret that scme of the men housed ‘here had to mereh an
excessive distarce for their meals added to the inefficlency of the ar-
raprement. In June 1942 this eamp was ordered gbendored. Aerocs the
river, Seott Field in llareh 1942 was housing 12,505 enlisted men in bar-
racks designed for 11,340. At Sherrard Field barraseks were zo crowded
thnt there was "Jittle more than sleering room."125

Even vwith the construction of new stations nnd with the utmest expan-
gion of the older stations, it veg still menifestly inmpossible for the
Technieal Training Command to hewre ard train all) of its personnsel in
Army install~t’ons. Fneilities which cculd be lc~sed h~d to furnish a
"stop~cap" solution to the prohlem. General Weaver, a man known for his
vigoroug nctions, seems to haove decided fairly early that he could use
the hotels of the natione-especinlly those in resort arcas which were
gning to be hard pre-sed by the war emergency-~to house a pert of his
comrand. The AAF reparded this plan as a somewhat hazardous experiment,
and many eivilisns thourht the whole thing smacked of military occupation
and coft llving. Oenerel Yeaver, however, maintained that "the heat

126

hotel room 1s none too geood for the American soldier.h Miemi Eeach,

Fla,, had hotels and apartments for 90,000 winter tourists, and late in
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1941 it wes faced vith %ﬂe prospect of a preatly eurtailed tourist trade.
. Ferly in February 1942 a group of Mimmi citizens accordingly informed
General tleaver that 17,000 rooms were immedintely available and thet
70,C00 could be had by April, Within five days after the errivel of

General Wenver in Miant on 18 Februnry, the Alr Corrs Cfficer Candidate

School was located in leased facilities at l'iami Beach. During the surmer
and fall of 1942 two mdditional hagie training centers and an Cificers
Training School were opened there, and at the reak of 1is oprraticos abt
Miami the Army housed about €2,000 men in sore 326 hotels and arartment
houses.127 In June 1942 facilities 1n the hotels end apartment hcuses

at St. Petersburg and Clearveter, Fla., were leased for Bosic Training
Center No. 6. Fventually scme 58 hotels ard grartment tuildings were

lepsed, and from Fehruary to Aprdl 1942 (while Hearns was alwost lnoperae

tive due to a respiratory eridemic) an additionel 10,C00 man tent comp was
128

in uce. Basie Training Center No. 7 was cstablished in L® hotels at
Atlsntic Clty, U. Juy in June 1942.129 During the fall of 1742 the quota
of rndio operators to he trained was suddenly increaged frecm 48,C00 to
101,000, an asurmeniatien to be accomplished by the erd of the year. BEecause
of the vrecsure of the trafning, Ceperal Veaver secured condemnoticn pro-
ceedinms enabline the government to take over the Stevens, Congress, and
Auditorium Hotels in down town Chicago by 1 August 1942. The Corps of
Engincers subsequently boupht the 8tevens for $6,000,000 since it was
more economical to buy it than to pay the vent which the courts were aboul
to ellow. Severnl other buildings were leared threugh condemnation, and
c)ngses at Hedlo School l'e. 5 began on 1 Septemher.130 At Grand Hapids,

b Mich., two hotels and several other buildings were leased under more
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wideable circwmstances drin~ the £nl1l of 10/3 for the nce of n srecinle

ined wenther acheol, “he rader rebeel, roved frer Secott to errizon

Field 4n Trbrury 1942, was tran.ferred 4o czommy o 1. ed club at Focm

antery Flue, in lay 1947, Additioral errtcrrent housine snd an airfield
_ 132

were gubcequently built for this school,

(ther rizcellanc:us faeilitics wore leaged eiiver in whole or in part
fer the cxen-d're Lechniea) TratninT Corrvind, The rerro, Calif., county
falr=rcon ‘s, viich hed b en noed a5 n daranece aljen inlernment cerp, was
fenuir d T the “eehnieal Tralning Cersand, -rd on 2¢ Cetober 1942 Tasic
Trainine Center Yr, ? wng opened thrre whilc the Jaran ce were still being

133
ov-euated, The Feeere™ Tndian Jehend at Temzh, Wice., was talen over
frcr the Intrrior Perartrort, anl the first olasces ¢f n ¢ ntrel nutwork
) . - 134
speien rad'o cehenl Yeman en 37 Vorumter 1042, Fowlin? Freruratory
Schrel for Boys, Fawlinz, V. Y.y, uwna lenced in Cotobrr 1942 for training
135 - ves
eryrtorrarhers. /alley Forze Tilitary Aewdemy ot iayme, Fa., begon a
rreraratory erurse for 577 crennd duty aviaticn colets in Vevenber 1947,
Thece cnlets vere ouwartrred in ac~dery tmildings nt a cont to the rovernment
of three do’7.re per ran a way, Wt the neademy oave o e tresniny in
136
addition to howsiny the e-dets. In Dece-ter 1942 a certract s
exrented with Yale Tniversity whereby the university lersed fueilitics
fer the trairing of the comunientiors, eneincorirc, arzament and rhotc-
erarhy wiation ctlets., Thege detqchronts wore trar: £ rred fron S2otb
" ’

137
Ch-rute, wnd lowry Fields in January 19L3. Harpicrurg Acndery at

Terristurt, Ta., wag le-ged for the Air Intelli~ence 3ckccl, which opencd
132

trere in Acril 10402,

In adiition to theze leased faclilitirs, the Technical TrainirT Cowmmand

Y LE R Y- -

W 2 v e,
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farced ot & reest mmter of its trainccs to civillian Institutions.
Tarvrrd Undversity boran freining clesses of 377 student olfflcers every
five weeks in June 1942 in o srecial giaticticol coﬁrse.lB2 Gthox men
were given train'ng in eivil contract teehnienl scheols, mechaniezl schools,
and in fnotory training scheolc. In ey 1943, shortly btefore cuch de-
tached frainint vas curtailed, the ccmrand hed stuterta in 35 contraget
trehnienl schools, in 13 eivilinn mochanies sehcols, in 11 factery training
schools, and in 5 machinist schcols. leteorclogy +raining was teing
~iven ot thnt tine in 5 co'leves ard universitics, nxd 11 ecclleres and
univercities were piving clerienl training.léo I'ougine at mest of these
faetory, technical, snd mce anlcs schcels “as ucually fair to unsetisfac-
tory. Potels, rarracks, YHCA buildinrg, hancers, rotor eccurts, and indus-
trial tuildinee were v-ed by such schocls in the Seccnd District. At
cne reteol the ztudents h~d to uce the showers at a high schcol two
blecke frox their livine qunrters.141
The emnloyment of th' se leared facllillies was undcubtedly lecs satis—
factory then the vee of JArmy crntorments at regul-r stations would have
tren, tut it did reenlt in eavines in labor snd critical materinls at
& time when the pation's strensth was hord pressed to mennt o sueccesful
wrr effort. Trem a lone-rrm~e viewpoint, capitel ard preductive effo~t
wiich wonld otheruwise have gone into temreorary barracks with little post—
war celva-e value to the rrtlen was saved. In Cetoker 1042 a Fouce irwec-
tirating commitiee rerorted that the cost per man at liemi vas crnsld-
ernbly kolov the amcunt which would hove been srent in housing the =ame
man in Army barracks. Althouch the Senatels wor investlrrting cerrittes

crpneluded thot frieilitics hd bren ohtnined t itiami at en annual rental

Bl SN

g
o

B
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of 7 070,000 "ok el hrre cost 10,0 Cr, 000 rnl woula brve taken
37 mr*hi to oor - omgh, it al-o thou~ht th t the LAF hed erercized too
meh rersuasion ard cven intindcaticon in nerobinting leq o5 theres It

iz «Tan sirntflaent W4 the Apew, in ito mueh eritleized rurch ce of the
Steoyens Trbeloin fhac o (2 hoted i teh he i meen Tuilt ot sn ovir-earitod-
f201 mo 1 of srrrow! ately + 2 ,000,0C0) cor ™ te with its fureishinzs
fep /000, 0N, Tt pealized " 441,000 frev the -«c nf aorplus furnishe
invz nl ~old the Yabe 1 nfier oneurs o it fer moe thon a voexr for

1"]2
5,700,000,

dirfinl m Por Cropaticea) ard serlogerpat Ve 'vire, Ivior te Trrrl

aph g Bbe msbimabiey <o Feainine of pow vronre hed Feen accor~linieel by
g itEre a0 pedeen froc ol rers, £IT17ncoar A e ron ilh re-
nratts, om *ivins eoororetive fratnine telween the two ermbut rrours until
the off—gr pir™ hrd o1 Pielemt rersernel ord g4I e ocoury a coracate aic
Tace. Ftl fhe Feetrmtre o ghe ey hearnopy, it tas noce soary o nove
ek A 4 0 0ld mponys taerreag, lesrir: oty oa ey crouys enrvible of olve
inv vmrenbband ~pd fra‘nine to off-sreis, foreovor, itk Firct and F oarth
Aip Torn g vod imeor ant deTence nmicaienns snd econld ~ive only lirited

At dention Lo the trate’ny of rew srevrr, The Oecol rrd Third Alr Forces
b o sisesedinaly rdren the miccion of tra'n'nm leth new ~ronps ord ro-

11 wement, grerg. The I Troop Oarrier Com: »nd wng + tt-Wichd and rroviued
il gintirma Por si=ilar yur o~~3, For a chord bime during 1947 the I
Geyooptrat’ -n Sa—=ard stared the novr units in their overceaa poverents,
“aal af thene functiens neoded vt alr baros and auztllary atrtields.

for the fiest flve months of 19/7 the Mieet Atr Foree devebad rost

of 145 tiwe ard attention e the air defense sltuabien nlong the: Atlntic

PR 2o w e s .
_’__A: LR l\.l Ui“;‘ml I‘ ’{‘t
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conct, Mt on 2 ey the I Intercertor Crrrard {(to te redesion-ted cn 15
‘ax ns the I Pirhter Cemr-nd in the ~encrnl redesiznaticn of "pursuit!
nunite as "fichter" un'ts) was directed to lay out nn CiL yre-ram. Ly ate
tach'nr a gatellite ~rcup to cael. of its oreratin+ vrors for three rienths
of surerviced on-the-job tra‘rinr at its ~rcur srd squsdron skt ons, it
was to £i1] tolh velencive and training mirsiors. (n L June tke air force
was formally dirrcted to operpte three Creraticral Trainin~ Units (Cils),
tut 1t sukrequently was able %o open only two. There two CTU's, hovever,
or<rated under the rw Tork ~nd Fhiledelrhia Fi hter in-z Suring 1042
ard 1943, " The Fourth Air Force, like the First Afr Foree, vas rri=-
mnrily occuried with n defensive rission, ™t in !y it rne algo directed
to orerate {two on~the-joh fishter OTU's snd cne CTU for F=28 wnits during

V4

1942 and 1943, Loth of the air forces used their installatir~ns wiich

they had developed for defenre in their training vrovrams, and, excert
for seme additional housinz, they required no new facilities,

The Secend Air Foece, as has Peen reen, was relieved frem drfence
Activities on the ¥nreific Conot durine Janunry 1042 nnd assi-ned a mission
of trainirg heavy borbardment prours snd rerlacerent crews, The loas of
1ts hares on the cennt, hovrver, left the air force with only Fendletor,
Gowan, foirer, ond Salt Lake City for the initisticon of its training. (n
26 Jarunry Davig-Yonthan feld at Tucsov, Ariz., was tenn ferred to it,
ard on 21 l-rch the field neerirp comrledicn gt the erdover Fembirs Range
wna eloevated to the rintus of an atr 1139.145 (n 1 liarch 1942, when the
heavy herher develorment rrorram was officinlly Tepun, the Secend Air
Force set up parent CTU proups at Davis-l‘onthan snd terdleton with their

off-grriny mrours at Golwr nnd Nowen, Use of Jendow r snd Salt Lake Gity

—a—

P, . oy - -
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ver pectren d amt il e reut cyele of trainin: olx weels inter, when it

cgm 1ol toped v ml porenl] B better,  In drril e e teo fiolde roceived

eI aehivde TO"}’:‘.]J'G Tn order to hriry ur the p1dly deficrent

T 1 a” teghnie s trainSnr, the Tesond Alp Povee robabli~ned 8 et in

SA tarpnet s o Tattma, nha, ard tenined meclvwies ab tlee Feery Institute

$¥ . fretn r £i0ld  raininT anld for roviie ereraters wan oedoup, and
Vanlnir vben Statn GaYleen, Jullmen, “ch., and two eivil elerieal sekooln
vran e | ke Ere3n alepki.  For traing evnnerd ard nawvicators it ant

nroq et ool ot Gxar Jever 1le neer Srokape, Yash, Trwce schools contine
wd in oorvratine kil late 10/?.1”? Durirxr Arril 1940 carics of heavy
Yroer asaldonts -t lendleton 1ed to the decision to exeh ure the porent
fpovir Bheore v Bhe Lvls Lion Envinsr resiment in trainine nt Davis-lonthan,

128
Thic roveront was rade e.rly in lar,

Tatn rrevean nbilized the exiasting faeilities to the ubmoste (n 1
Greil 177, Yadee wreoes) T L, Tartio, e ardine the Scernd Air Force,
geeordit Yy aated fer theorovid acr - lekirn of :t,‘.w air < 208 beies uilt
at “T11q Walla and - id 0t ard for the ernciruetieon of new heavy beober
banes at locatola, Idala, Srerd Talls, Venb., Ya'iza, Wash,, Salina, Hande,
and Sacrar, Wyo. < Baph of the=e sites hrd hren reesisended bF on -
“pann cite horrd, and within a week the Dir cberate of Base Services hed
facw-ried rea~ts for land ncwrisition 2% 511ina, Oreat Falls, and
Faratella e *he Corrs of Enzinerrs. (ther requesis for GCasper and “akima
150

genr to Fove followed.

(e W/ Poy 1942 TriTalier Apmeenl Rokert C1l's asomed cormand of the

3-ornd A'r Ferce, ond he almost jrme dintely prepacid lorTeT exrpnaélon rlms
e L & a o . '

in nnbicivotion of all h=avy terkardment (L nra AT funetions beingd

SR
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ngairned to the air force. By the end of Yay he hrd decidrd to abandon
the idea of piving all tralninm to new rrours and corkat crews at sirgle
atations Jn favor of three phascs of training, cach of 30 days duration,
to ke given at sepsrate <tations. Third phace training wes to ke pglven
under similnted corbat conditions and required the groups to orergte from
squadron airfields. His first casting of the rrosram (scizewhat changed

in execution) required first rhaze hases at Gelcer, Gower, and Davic=

Yonthans secerd vhnse baces at Walla Walla, Wendover, and Alsmogordo;
and third rhase bases at Great Falls, with gateliite squedron airdromes
at Cutban, Lewigton, and Glasgow, Mont.; Rarid City, S. Dak., with satel-
liteg at Plerre and Fhilip, 5. Dak., and Scottsbluff, Feb.; rnd Sioux City,
with satellites ot Puror, Watertown, end Fasen City, S. Dek. The locstion
of the sstellite alrdromes w,s ohtvicusly tentative. For the expansion
of corket erew trainine during 1943 General (l-s wented to edd eirfields
at Ephrata, ‘fach., Casper, Wyo., and Toreka to each of the three rhases.
For the exrangion of OFU trainins durine 1943 he wanted to add Foestello,
Fueblo, and Salina to the three phases. 35alt lake City was to recelve
ard process all perconrel coming into the air force.151 This plan of
orranization was arproved by the AAF on 11 June 1942.152

The srecified plan for the uce of air bases wps alwost imredintely
superseded as the Secord Air Force embarked upon an evtremely conplicated
negotiation for new facilitics. EKequiremenis were established ard revoked
almost according to the caprices of the daily situation. (n 1 June, for
exanple, General Ol1s requ-sted the ascismment of such of the main bases
mentioned in his plan as were not alre-dy In the Zecord Air Force fold.

Fe also requested the sites or loeal airfields at Fratt, Yans., Lordsburg,

e ——,

s TR
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he aged for the loool airfields at !'mdras, ed- nl, arl Dwns, (re. For

air sar-ort ure, he 25¢d for the new ta-e at Bl Yaco Jince he had no

need for Yakina, Gonerol (149s menticned that he had caneelled conatruction
. 155 .

diroet vas thrre, Ine siles renvested wore cosianed, tub almost nt

cnce the Jecond Alr Fnece found thet 3t did not nood lordshurs, Encle,

154
“md vz,

Tho field at Turns, Foinw kailt by the SAL Al a sile which
General (1 s found unseticfactory for heavy borbardrent was alco rele ased,
Yro fances ard cbrasts, where the Vavy had elrared [rr 140 11we several

of Lhe fields de-ired hy the Secind Air Prree, Genrrol Clde met additien-

al f *fiendtden, ard, 90trr a rreat deal of hielmrins, bo succecded in

el int ordw ons nite~-=thot nt Or-nad Island, Uebe=-out of Live sites

175 - : i
du~ired, cwocudy the corolractict yeorran had berun to emrse in
inte1icible form. The AAT arrroved the eorghirastien of three ba-an with

Soe2n110] MRV igdT 1. -dins felds havine onn rwweay 10,000 by 57°C fect in
direnrt. o, theee A5 semed catell Ve fMells ard 17 other ootellidn ficlds
with norml rertine cnd barieavs, ont oo e adr beoe at Byote, Texe In
Moot 13 AL mabbiepiaed Ll cernotroetien o7 the cwmarepioed doacdine
fiel e, gnitable wedh for lastrars b Iar lin-o and for t=000 ard P=30 aperw
1% 3, n--r Brheata, . (owbroquently ealled Vourg Laby Army Afrfield),
at Mot~y Uiz, ard -t 320 'ma, tans. To Beeertor o forth greresized
156
1c e Sigla Yed been quthorined for A onocr base ot Y ounlain Yeoue, Jdqho,.
Tir lraatien of the satellite fiel g, hovever, ecrtine-d to mret
5
aTe aran~e Aiffieultica, n @ Jer’omier Somceal (Qds rrobested bitborly

thed, tne Zemrpd Alr Foeee hivd Mo oon creatldy hin e red 'nomectir - the com-

yitrerts made .., dn the rreduetion of heavy he-bardient undio ard ervws

.,
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due to tre clovn ss peenltine arvarently frov thr extrenely cenplic-ted
rrocedure involved in the arproval of eonctructicn rrojeets cnd the

{sx-nanse of cenotruetion directives." Tw 1 Cetoher he reon'red the vre

of catelliten for Siewx City at “ntertovn rrd Vitehel, 3. Tak., nrd at
Seritrner, ;ch.; entellitrs for Great Falls ot Cutbrx':, Jlasvow, crd
Touiate , Cont.; catellitec for larid City ot Fierre, S. Tak., ard at
Mpcuerth <pd Serttehluff, eb.; ond satellites fer "eren. at  rmniny, leb.,
and ot “pirment end Tercinvton, Tmne. Py 1 ecenber ke wrndra eatellites
for Oalina ot 'sl¥r, Sreat ‘crd, and Ieatt, baned, on cnteilites for
"a11n Walln at 'aliras ond idverd, Cery Ty 1 fetrvery he wenl [ nerd the
cotel1ites for Te-rney ot " eCeool, “ewd Iglard, wr! Trrverd, Teb. In

rel bt te Abe oberors of vrmue ‘elny, tie Corrs of Fr-inders dioclniced

Nory et Crodelopd gt the comstruetion of e She i Ade Pl

¥

(]

¢ rrojoets.”
Cefepe n re ~tpastior Tirooiive eenld e Fovred At o4 to ebon wrorran
Prem the U7, Yhe e Trd he e eliraw 1o e AT 3 th the Intedorrde-

o ydnl Adr T oeefPis Oenfrol Yo d, tn. Moie s Tee il e e oA "roee skle

-

foeyrcnee theot o pral estete directive would be ! oruel Yefh toug cite
aegnicition procedure could e started. It tock an sversge of loas than
e v be 3w A conmhbruction 1Y el e «2ey tle reesirt of o yre-rom
or n real ¢, iote irective, uad corstructicn hind setundl Teoen initinted
At tre nipticlte S mwgtion tnoon avers e time of lice b 13 irye
after i3 iacunnce of tre censtructicn direct 'ver, dhe € Qive cf the
fhie £ Vreeireer, noveriledosg, ur-ed ito Divicicn Dres'mee ve to expedite

1Es
the worF on tle satellites o171 rece,

Thir fertrensly devoloped yrowwe of expansion rer o ertad tre venk

of the ecnctrueticrn of new instellatlions for the Seecid Alr Arcee dur’ty
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the e rerie).  Seme 13ilionel sorotenebicn of the owicting e er wns,
Mo pwor, tersidt bed Yoo o c P ad e rcgﬂirﬂren1ﬁ. (n & Yowvenuor
1077 4V, Dipcetar-ie of S Serviern porificd the Socrrd Adr Forcce th-t
e ["‘t’z'j]""f““ln‘r ol oopatpostion at ALY ente okl et et Lo ve
Fro bt e ~poopd cr 1 ilet afteer 1 Pecerer 1045 pow projoots wonld have

!J'O

te ' olerrid with fhe Ver Froiueticn Towrd.” 7S qersro) Clds rerlicd thaet
ST it reas destma¥Ta te Frine wapetime con fruchicn t> an erd, he did

H - : - Vi IS " can
red reltown 1 oeell e doro unkilotio end of the wire O, T ertheleas,

P n r . By
A 0d only for -+ 3itioral heusing for 1200 peroeus ot Tueso, Fyote, X
' -

' . — frer
Irae, Clovie, 1 Alume~ordo oo thk they cooald expund brodr irr auring

e % an AL nuery
e rinter ;-",-.n'” T II’] Jﬁ_nu«r:,s 107 -5, i 1‘z-s'r~'*n‘%e' 1 NN Ml i )

rerrptive Mediitles weded in the tarerir r off of cenciruetich us o
rirt o ik satur: hior of Adr Yower yroTraT, feneral CLin rrecrmended
$¥nt nire of 4Fe cotellite fields be Puilt up te group ataticn Jercle
fhet tpey monld bo o oed Ry rroups Beint rredt and for OV, NG TOTRTerti.

~. ~a rrpirete wore recon onded te the Chivl of En:ircora i Jemory
2 jrete
inl
1405,
Tarir- 1947 anl 193 the row stticns were Fullt net e odder Toics
Rl Ly ahady - oyl
vors exraboed 1oroeet thetr operatioral reauirements, o Tl with A
raziri of oifficultics.  ro Genoral (Lir, who anyicugly -weeited the com—
rleticr of weoek reaj o ct, alrach cmerythine crered Lo consti e to hold up
- - W ~
e Foildire effort, In Veverder 1943 be yrolr..bed tFat go 1 exy reouletions
3 . e e - * }
v n veen teitten arcund te enynditures of o nbs 1 os then "40,0C0
; ~ yerry Wrd Teen e s datle to the
£ e+, te hic Vroul dve, ok oA v 2o yerry hrd reen o e oaveed L
LS

i Mir Topera throivh much charmolc. Irioritdr e w pir 10 veralloUus.
Q0T <4 il ! PRYy 2

. .. - #eat hie proirets vere co closely related
Ympeqp«] (14a thou~ht, tor cxamtle, G v hie Trols

Mk immt

it ¥
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to overrens movements as to descrve the AA-2 pricrities riven to rrojeccts
dircetly conm eted with cuch rovements.  Tae Direetornte of tete Services,
hovever, exxlained thnt the contipentnl AAS activitics degjred aryroxi-
peiely 4G ver cent of their yrojects urved on one yretence or another and 163
that it cerld not bread uc the pricrity syctem which hnd teen ecteblished.
In a long surz ory of Jeficlencirs requirine correcticn by the AHAF written
on 10 lovemter, General Clds forpally protested atain sbout the arount

of tire which he hod diccovered to ke lost "due to the t'me elerent in-
volved in the tranemissien of rapers threurh vericus arencies of the Army
ASr Forces and the Uar Terartment." Fe charged thnt, sueh trancmissicns
betveen the Directornte of Face Services and the (Pfice of the Chicf
Engineer required feur trips requiring 4 to & days e~ch or on average tire
1ng of 2C days. :weh difficulty h-d also heen enccunteced fror green
Timter which promrtly shrenk aré hed to bte replaced. Telays hrd tecn en—
cowntered hecsure of shortoces of materisls while cconcentraticn czmps for
aljens snd trisorers of war hrd be'n conyletely finished. Two renths later
Lrie~dier fencral E. L. Eubenk, Director of Ecmbardment, roirted ocut that
when a1l lond acquisition papers were rroperly accerponied ith the
necessary irformaticn frorm the field only on- trip between the Directorate
of Pace Services and the (ffice of Chief of Engineers was reg ired. The
tipe Interval for transmitling the pryers throurh regulsr messoge center
channels (it wvas imprretical to uce a ¢ urier for esch of the 2,(CO vieces
of correcrordence racsing tetween the two offices esch weel) uss only cne
day. As for the uce of freen lumher, fcr mere tlan a year there hed not
been enouch seascred humter in the comtry to construct a single projecte

The hirhest tossible priority hed heen nscigned to the Seccnd Alr Force

e b

e AN
A et
¥
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reoieabs, Ar ¢ the % che st rrierits of all W heer aszivned by the
Treasident o detenbion eanmrg——a gituation oo r vldel the &7 Lhd no con-
154,
trol.

Tecr ke w11 af th ce delays the initial tece conctruetion rreorin of

tle Tees 1oAtp Teeos tmn Tushicd to conrletion ir o v oqerrably chort Line.
. . . e T

v Serierter 17 1 b Laceg (Gel-r, Gowen, Davic=! ertieun, Jntla Wella,

) Tarn, Topeln, Twerlover, ond Erhr‘ta) wore in we fer hr.vy btomber
1”-‘5 1 2 -y rgTe i"i
Train e A1 of 4%r inptnallaticorz hed Sl nrel PA-Trour TIOTTTI OILZANS,
1 '} - - AL » - .
ot lerdover ard Trheta b d beon bor bins srd runnery rance fields until

e boetppir~ of #he OV rpaspan,  dordover, vhon Ite first hoavy borber y
‘ 16
oren arrived in Yrrtd 19/7, hed leos thonoa donen tuilgines for houzinz.

fenittiens w re sistl-rly crude ot Brhrrha in June 19/0 ~en ite fest
lr"? b ) o 1 d
rerr arrived for tra'nin. Duringy 1947 and 1923 toth tascs reecive

onydrrmats ard imreeved lardine fielis. o feteber 1942 for mere b?ses
e - T et 2] A 1 r’
(}netdn, Jioux: City, :tarid City, -rd Alr-c~erdn) treame oporabicnale

The Fipat three of tle leres hed Poen corerived durir ¢ the “L=7ronip ProTHTS
i - mwee statien.  Cone
Meara~omlo, avain, wis 1 former torkine and runnery racee staticn
ot riatien of tebordrent ~reur housine h-l Teenn in Solrnary 1942, the
ol rus 5
i - - ] TR la -
Topd're field farilities rvre covmrleted on 40 June, -l by Decenher 1042
1rg .
rert 6 the corgtruction at the hare wss cerrlnte, Tn Veverter and
Bl o ) Lor

- - ™ —
Daae bep 1072 1he £ hases--Foctello, Cnaree, 347 na, and Gront Falls

‘Figh ihe Crecrd Alr Foree had rverurctod Boilt on 3 Arrd) 1047 c-ne inte

170

£.11 areratinr, Work on Sroly i1l Apmy Air lacc at Salinn had actually

Fregn an 6 Vay cnd all major constructirn on the firet projects w-5 con-

wJite on 15 Decemb-r 1947, tul e mpletion of the over-gized 10,000-foot

171 ,
~ i 5 ¥ ¥eentello on P2 !
rorsrey hon cereubel 1o e Constructirn hernn n C Ay,
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P
. ite heusinT was comyleie on 15 Cetoher, nnd on L1 Neverber it received its
172
firet heavy Ferbordment ~roup. Work te~an st dre~t Falle on 9 iy and

the bace was entirely ccrrlete on 272 Febru Ty 19435 on 20 Yovember the first

hcavy srour to trafn tFere arrived. The runwsys, ToVev:e X, h-d been con-

strrcted durine the 2171 of 194% durine very cold “estbrr, frozen ar~re-—

rotes hed cone inte the erbankment f411s, and the runvers tecon to settle

ard develop deformiti. s tith the sprinc thevs of 1¢/?. These runvoys hrd

to ke repai-cd, but the Tecord Adr Torce cortinued to u.e the rield until

1€ Cotober 19/3 when 1t turned the field over to the Afr rcrvice Go:Lsnd.IVB

The air base at Cusyer seems to bave rerformed saticfocterily altl-ench

the Seccord Air Fo-ce ertertained e~rreherisions thet it conld net te orer=

174

rted For trainine Jurine the extremely severe wirters of the region.
Durirs the win er, strire, "nd c.rly sarer of 10772 tre ctier Tores

Feine built for the 3fccd Alr Torce core into orprnt*nn._75 Construce

ticr sl problers on all tut three of the ataticr 8 grem te Fove reer Lingty

bt the three catellite fields of “reat ¥a]7 g=Cutbnnt, Flasgow, and Lewiston—-

ercounte ~ed Lhe came rumriey failures in Arril 1043 thrt ted tlogucd the

roin Pnoe. BSinee the ectimeied cost of reriir to the four statioms was

0,650,000, the Seerrd Alr Torce used the satelllie fields for five months

176
ard then arsndoned them.

The cemprletion of %' is levelornent prorrom i~ e ed the erd of the Seccrd
fir Foree's corstrretion of new airfielus. Therorfter the ajr force
ohtained now facilition by tradirg ~rith other cortinental AAF n encies for

fields in ercess of their needa. (n 19 Necer ¢T 16/7, for examrie, the air

tnge at “lythe, C-11if., w g taken over fren the I Trcop Carrier Cownnnd,

Wmﬁ—w e
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ard o hwewy Veodord cad rorr vdteh oo Fon ose oy st by k’dlginth“r
. CE TVl megte s wemod 4lepe fooec tims Hoer Taboewed terinir T In
Tryee g 3077 pre leeerd Alr Focee alrno Lovun to gxrlott the nir supreord

Pral. o Alemardria, In., fer honyy be ker oov merker £13~Ft traininv, and

. s S vt 1 r the
130 o S AL T TR o it cosored g ALK nirfinld nt l:alvl‘“tf;!h, ACTy fe

-
am o am oo . Tn Arpil it hecan usine tre [Meld develorsd by the Tech

ploe T Tei Y tna Anddororine eor-rlg »t mliverd, 1Y .y for overs
et YT ey Ronpeepr 1077 1t nerniped the £ielis 4 Unlhort, Tex., |
a3 w o lare, Tern., Cor e avy hebardnent P ogpeining. During Lo¥
12 e heedmunrtera off the air foree wwre ” ~red fro- Tort eorge

. Cht b to 1 ed faeilltics In Golorsdo Srr nis, Colas——apsve wivieh was
Juetd M e B o enthes mto-pl chift in the adr Cerveo’s aren ol resronci~

17-
it

'

~ .

T T iwl Adr Pecen, ulbingdiely to o shrped o th 1Y CT0 ard AT
furetine - for : dtwa, 17 %t, -nd dive bo Fardnent wi 5 ond 7L for fizhier
avtetten, v orolleled the crraneion of i Jrcond Alr Foras. Tor n nuabtor
of peecone, horwor, it o struebicy rroblane ve e Loog JeTiont. In Jan-
ngwry 10V 7 L Thied Ar Toreo hnd 10 gtgt e = ono Lrd, most of vh'eh -ere
gritahle fep dte traTnins e 5.179 It sdeo 4 a -rood ropher of GAf I
epcrel atwil airfiel  within ihe orerpticned amr W ich e teirly well
avited o the uce of mediw e b b airernfte

Negrthe b cwentuel 3y Aesiersd totnnT TR, Yoo v, the Trird Lir
ants Tt ororetic al trealuing wes to = wfven to hesm he rordr ent
cpotce Tioadier Ferera? Folloil Lradley of 1+ TIT Lerkher Corrmrd pro-

s . j o repalnin?

ra, ¢ d en 1T Jarmary 147 Fhst Vi o TRV her hardrent frenTe 7
im hd e - T ochemli meouend fer orerati val fraint . “ogl of Frvm veuld

RS e
—rsirg=
-
et
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regiire an cotahlished Face where it and jts off-syrine "reur cenl) trein

»—

for oix weeks, an outlyin- field for trancitien fl1yinT, and o third air-
field to which the off-grrin~ rrour ccula ke cent for an ad itiorel gix
weeks of inderenlent troinin?. This vlen vas aryproved by the Alr Jorce
Cembat Cere rnd on 2 Tobru-ry, ~nd the Third Air Foree accordirgly ectab-
liched two CIH'g-—the firct (0-24) at Terkedn.le ard the recerd (P-17) =t
YeeBi1l. Tor tFe v o of tre MreDill OFT the Third Alr Force cecvred the
vse of CAA iryproved fields at Tanmpa (I"311storowrh-Hen erscr Cevnty Airfield)
ar? .t 5 sapote, 4. lo tronsition<l flyin< Cield was foumnd for the
Larvedale, TV, ot kke CAA improved municipsl alrrord at Fort ‘yrrz, fladg,
was cecvred ng its unit fraining field.lEO There Fields reeeived tneticel
ure vhen they tere gtild little mere then improved rumeyc. it Ssrncota
the hravy pronr gent to the field for firal traininy on 1 Arril found un=
finisred asrhalt roreeye (vhich scen deteriornted under the uce of the
hoevy ber *ers) nd a tert cov aren. A formel 1oa e for the field was not

181
recct i=-ted mmtild 1 Jaly 1942, In+e iMeld ~t Fort *yerc wos le- ed on

1£2
1¢ ®erorrr ~ d the Ficct T-24 rrour arived fre- Errlsldele cn 31 7 crch,

The rirgt ~rcur to train st Dort Yye~z, horvor, wos gori-ied of ite flicht
eetelon to reinforce the *104Ale Trgt ard b4 to ™e ecrritied Lo wnit
tyrtr'ne reasn.  Tn order to teve the rrow oub of b & Ticld, the Thicd

Lir Terce crevred a loece on another Floride CAA-imrroved Tield at Lakelend
153

and drangleered the sroiny thore on 17 lay, rainin, of hfavy erours

vy

hi d Air Force, for cn 11 Junt 1642 tle A
184

chifted 1) oveeh tra” U nm te tYe Eecerd Mv Jorce.

wng not len ecrtimurd by th

Tootltes cope pottority thed teel srearr 1 heawy horkeoplr onb bret Tng,

the Thied Atr Porce was r-de r srenciLe fer ~21 medivm, i-kt, 1Jd dive

Mﬁﬁ%m - i

o o e ST |
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

R b o, b R R
o 1:::
ooty 3 T v . 4
et - '
- . C oy A fatas e
. Copl e Teept o dpeci tvoey e R L " cabe boon DSty o one

-»

i % r~ T [T - 3 I3
siae e 8 ] ety 3Y wa opePhir rpours, TR Eoroan «a 0, ind cunsed Toste

. v . S S URE I SV
Tue ont oa” e amdt Y T . Ilcns b2 onrorted b cdenr the Tine

H ' e e Dot oy
St T AT, ctap wteh el oed ien cpeln for B sty of b e
o I K A RN PO H et BRI AREEN L B ot AR SR R thor ttel oo o0 onoent
. . .. cp T ir g DRI
sy A o Al anit teoatwivy sk o omror, irdeeT el LNl
: . . - X e + e -2 . . -l oot .oy __‘,'__‘,.‘_’
ceie ad o< ke wore g anzT darw £TelA tor Leer iR e AARTEN
RO . bt p
'3 P TR
oA [ ) . . it o o Tt [N 2 B I :,:47-:1',? ‘:“1“';:‘ al ™ .’c]_‘l;,, WO T

P A N S A RS ISR TR+ PoPIe SLACRTIUNE SO ¢ DU SRREVIR £ TR A 2 Tt
[ LT artarn, Se Bupon e 171 Al Larha nlo natee ol e Tindd
R R S e IR o R A TR T B R TP T R R TR A b S S Lield;
i, o el ot 4 AT e 0 3TN s apo e ordrrooe Soanty Airmoct na

it vt 11 e a1 S ety a3 MoomdE teean pe Sinta, s Tate e onenaot

e oo 1t Cpe mGi op et len one e Ciell ot Invelarnd was badom

Srds N e, o a g abdtuaie, The cediv oo e, o iryolyve 4 b
LT oot : 1in

- ATV I -
1o oAt . e et irawila oairfield ot S rboro. ‘h1 DA

- . 11 . - e 1

T, e} Prelioame bin ed oon S0 trril, s o eonnbruchioa veoromt wWon rish-
o -

T %o e Sun ke Lenh earam Prer Soluetia roand 1he reoon & wrmshy hesre

ta tt e 48 - -

Ty. e T ™ .’11 eyt in Yy “:’qrga. f'n f rl]rl'ﬂ:":.’ -11‘ (‘v\i‘ i:w 'Eﬂl‘ I;.j:._’ B*lnl’ it

B Ltey, femronoce WilAins nrd At sedy nmd Bieoe g ondy oree W ter tap

or, e TIRd, T ’iﬁ‘é‘-]"f’:’ Bl mediun reemr erry T bed Tha brataines

s 4 em oot einle.
sereneront <3kl apd denLited b rovlece the . Ainr Yerthor CTU
rro rom, e Third dbr Tecae pes -maked ee ok opew or ST Leatnint, Iart
-
6" ihig frotater v eey mated hpe the (T Te threo sk the si=rlee demrine of

. bpe tatye ey e onip epovs oikh each new b tmih, Tat in ocdir to Ineroace

e

W

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

—

isg
ab3-45, Casp. IV . ‘
b
. - ’ Lin Temer kit fpon Tediim
' e rreanetive corecite 6317 reope, ihe Trird 4ir JemeC ;

i 5 3 [}
*erter ™ te Punstlen of the pov atr Trce b TeenviTle, . ve, CU
crte 32
lpr? ~ . [ N . P 5_
Taly 19/ 2 Ty te 5L weed the CAL drproved runiciynl airfeli of
o v L | * L

s ‘ iedd -t ‘resnwced
e oAl drrrewd fileld [
Anm rocey S Doy o3 Dorepcoon wld, a b

"1 ety G CE-
its Sihed Tyt 1€/ 2 the Clu L YT ‘“_1{‘: G
g, C., for Lrensition 1" re. In Mty 1<

’

I oy . nPte
- ced % ey upbil TetparTr 1875 el
1reed broan T oo ek pemv tred in ore oobTom wRGY z

- P Cataprt i o oo wwerte into
by ipy fonr chident perws,y the LeRD UTU T Lot ¢

. — 3 cect ey urnt T 1GLB, T BT
A gl tn Joraney 1543 v gremey d in or

2 - i e Lo Jerh
V ?6- sT‘: L ncti".mt:d in :'111:-’ lc)/..:j g, 'LODT.-H L Leeanaie TUF 1 4 o
- B . - e Tahd ch o
vy ‘p 41 fellgwir - oremth. dw TheemTer FCsD 8 gees oo by AruneTenred
e T . b R v TTNYV .
LA

: e A v I It
te v opew fiels Vet bl Teem Tnitt en Ak dwer oo L S i
i »

)

¥ i -t et 31 4 e lewine

. s I At - crw, st it omematres und o
rewe ] T rat boo a2THTY O Lote ¢ 1 ’ 161
- SRS | * the wr
roenth owlbapn o trn FTIRTANES B Juke Gl - Jde ’ 1-*-, T f bl P o ¥ the w .

R e ¢ e Toard
fan e ot c b Tha wery cenplox horaow el U oan

e
3
(o]
-

WU 7 rgerer v, mnoevhaen o bre TTD A cwrort Srocrd, o ¢ oue ot
Coiabine fagilifi e M othew Aipfiel. el reove Tuilld w ber wir
corront ucc . T cebeme off ~ueh teronne drvelwed tie pree remicds of
ferraddon, rurervision, 'nrd unit teoiniry oy fpe padiw Yerie Srent yecTran.

A pe Torw do ot 1947
o Ti-ht b Frede nl (T gperolod ot e Sield fro dere de e

. . - e v ot tle peme T2y arotler
ard terioed a sbeent, eent ino 271 threr vie o dot

LSS

: ; 4 Field rrer ‘o te Cetoker
Ti-ht herbaedrent €71 rimeticred ot 117 aeore Field 1w

TG Yeedmrd
16/3, send're its off-grring seonys te Lot OFeple , Tibider, ~CCdmbds
e T e ov - .orrig
OFla,, Ardreee, (Kla,, snd Tashonce, O-ln, Teie € U se toved 1
. #“U
{ i ol ipieh ot the vur P A0 ML
®eld, Chrrlotte, 1, C., fnTomrbr 1% 1o finich

—~ Fria J P S o w1 tle
In Anemat 1 /3 a cecerd (T venp WA et ur oAb Floronne, Do ba,

. . P - e Depel p Oorrard. & dive
. airfield witeh hrd teon apagnired fre th I Treor i

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




Thi
is Page Declassified IAW EO12958

130

-~
w,q*frs .
[

IS4, CEap. iv
' ¥ j:..."‘l"': y ey
Field from Az

s | 'g-r 1Ty
st to Tetober 1942,

A

1
=1

3
Y opﬂca’oec‘i at Tey

a1l three thanes of trnin'nf
Field, gavanngh, 8

om‘,arament o1 oper
Ay sanding T
wigh ‘the redesis

vorbardment ord wa
to 1ts one gtndent TroUp there .

from

eiving
o tralin at ayerosss
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rived in August 1942.
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of rumvAy
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Engd
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initially est
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Two Fighter Te=
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pin fighter pilot e
4 in June 19472 at Yorris Field
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e of the unf avoreble weather at Ch
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placament tr

and at Dale Yahry Field. Tecals
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Drew to Serasota and a new sub-base wes acquired st Funta Gorda, Fla. By

Pl

Yay 1943 the center also had sub~baces at Bartow, Fort Myers, and

Hilllborough} "The Tale Mehry FRIC uced sub~bases at Thomasvil'e, Ga.,

194
Harris Neck, Ga., and at Ferry, Fla. Facilities at Venice, Fla., formerly

used by the Air Service Com-and, were taken over for fighter squadrons
in June 1943 in a further extension of the Sarasotea FRIC operations. 193
Vost of these new stations were CA improved mmnicipel airfields for which
the Third Alr Force hsd secured the construction of theater of operations
housing in its final statement of needs under the saturation of alr power
developmental 1:»1‘:::@;1131.l'96

The Third Air Force also condncted reconna’ssance replacement train-
ing successively at Will Rogers Pleld, William Horthern Field at Tullahomns,
Tenn., and finelly at Key Field, but these training activities utilized
only existing facilitle 3.197 Tn Mareh 1943 the Third Air Force toock over
the photograrhic reconnsissance OTU which had been operating at FPeterson
Field, Coloradc Springs, Colo., under the direct control of the Director
of Fhotography since April 1942.198 It slso operated an Alreraft Warning
Unit Training Center at Drew Field.199 It operated a general replacement
depot at Daniel Field, Auguste, Ga., during 1942, and at temnorary faclli-
ties in Plant FPark in Tampa after February 1943.200 During 1942 the Third
AiT Force pave cold veather operaticnal training at Alpina, Oscoda,
Grayling, and Saginsrs (Tri-City Mrport), Mich. In addition to these main
Pacilities the Third Air Force, like other AAF units, used a number of
civil fields at which there were few if any military improvements for
auxiliary flying training fields.
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. The smallrst of the AAF organizations dealing in operational and re-
placemsnt tratning was the I Troop Ca-rier Command, an orranization estab-

liched on 30 April 1942 to train co' bat iroop carrier groups end wings for

eirborne °Peration5o201 According tc the plan for training developed during
April 1942, the I Troop Ca-rier Corand was to conslst of 2 headguarters,
3 wints, 12 sronrs, and 4% squedrons. During the trai.ing period it would
need 12 airfields, cne of which was to serve its headquarters, four to
be uczed for joint eire-zround training, and thres to be used for prelimi-
nary troop cacrier flving train1ng.202

The 1orv of selecting stations for troop carrier training sctually
had been undertaken in the eeneral §ir suprort base devel opment program.
Cn 20 Pebruary 1942 the Chief of the Air Corps hrd be:n directed to appoint
o borrd of oficers to select n site for an sdvanced glider school, and
thic osoard arparently recommended a aite hetween Laurinburg end Maxton,
M. G.hOB The Directorate of Ground-Air Suprort, taking cognizance in
planning of the needs for troop carrier training by July 1942 had secured
the inspection of sites at Florence, S. C., and Billy Mitchell Field at
Yilwaukee, Wisc. loting that site inspections were belng undertaken at
Alliance, Y'eb., Ardmore, Ckla, Blythe, Crlif., and Sedaliz, Yo, the
Directorate of Ground-iAir Support on 2 July 1942 direct«d the 1 Troop
Gnrrier Corand to finish the site selaction by designating a board to

204
inspect any additional stationa which might be needed.

With most of the preliminaries thus accomplished, I Troop Carrier
Command encountered few difficulties in locating its activities on these
and other air support stations which were either ready for use or were
being built. A tract of land edjacent to Stout Field, the Indianapolis,

i e T ki:‘- phe gy
- ,_y.w‘},\‘ | Lt T}
* Ll
LI
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Ind., minicipal airrort, hnd been leased on 7 April and in June 1942 the
cantorment consiructed there received the headquarterrs of the ccmmand.205
Preliminery milit.ry transition training had to be given to civil aire
lines pilots being indoctrinated and the I Troop Carrier Command utllized
Stout Field, Billy Mitchell Field, Kellogg Field, and Camp Willlems Aire
field (Carp Douglas), Wisc., for this purpose.206 As new and more suitable
facilities bec,me availeble, thase fields were given up (Camp Williams
and Billy Mitchell Fields were given ur in September 1942), and by December
1942 all transition flying training was centered at Eergstrom Field,
Austin, Tex.207 This field's site had originelly been leased for the con=-
gtructicn of an observation base, but since the field could not accommo-
date more than 15 C=47's in its traffic pattern, feur nearby municipal
fields were leased for lending practice until tw additicnal parallel rune-
ways could be finished at Bergstrom in July 1943.208

The troop e,~rier operptional tr-ining prorram made uce of most cf the
facilitiez originally projected for the use of I Troop Carrier Comrand. As
has beren seen, howver, the airfields at Blythe, Galif., and Ardmore, Ckla.,
were tranaferred to the Seco-d and Third Air Forces. The airfield at
Florence, S. C., was used for troop carrier training from 20 June 1940 to
5 March 1943, at which time it also was transferred to the Third Air Force,
To accomplish the bulk of its operational training the I Troop Carrier
Com ‘and was thus 1rft with eight airfields. Three of these (Bowman, lawson,
and Fope) were prewar airfields. One--Camp ilacKall, M, C,~-was a ground
forces post and airfield utilized by suffersnce. The remainder had been
bullt for the ccmmand.210 Lourinburg~Maxton had been built as an over-all

fis1d between 20 June and 31 October 1942, and it becams operational in the

SR SRR I ¢« 7o
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followinn monthe The airfield at Sedalin, Moe, W3 ready for use in

Seprembher 19,7, Allilsnce tocame opera.’cional in Tecembor 1942, The lnst

of the fields ¥to cc™e into use was &b Grenada, ¥isses which (although
ruilt an an air supcoTt hage) h-came & trooP carrier RTU in June 1943 and
was clozed in yareh 1944 .21:L Tew difficultles were encountered in the
occupation and utillzaticn of theze f£lelds, and by February 1943 the I
Troop Carrier Gomnand conld report tht 1t required no additional facill~
ties to conplete its part of the 273 group gaturatlion program.zlz

one aiditional AAF function a8 concerned with the OTU process during
s vart of 1947. This was the chort-lived 1 Gcncentration Compend wich
gas established on 10 June 1942 to process and exredite £he movement of
AAF tnctical units {later podified to 1nclude only the air echelons of
guch unite) to the overs5eas thenters of operations. On 15 I'ovember 1942
the command a8 ordered to digrand, and 1ts work was given to the air
forces which Were fraining units for exvorb. Puring the ccurse of its
short an3 gxroubled career +he commend used elght asgigned airfields,
1pcnted chiefly in the Middle ‘est, and other fields (Dow, Greniers and
Hectover) borrowed from +he First Alr Forces on 8 J 1y it wa8 assigned
operational control (the beses WeTe adminlstered 7Y the Air Service Comrand)
of Selfridse, Baer, Syraclce vellerry Fleld, and Lockbourn®, none of vwhich
the command found suttable for its missiochs Syrecuse, rop exanmrle, was
at111 in process of construction and would not have Tunways 88 soon a8
poated. [aer was a pursult field and its punways were too limited in di=-

mensicns and ned too many hazards for stagirg the B-26 units which the

cormand vanted to mut there. Telloss Tleld wes ghort in housing capaclitye
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@ Selfridge, & fighter base, algo needed piditicnsl runWeyes These defects
were taken cere of with new construction projects. In sddition to these old
bases, the I Concentration Gommand secured the asaigment of lengsed facili-

ties at lumken Field, Cincinnati, Chic, to serve its headquarters which
were moved to that city in July 1942. e command also took over respon= -
sibilivy for the completion of the airfield ab Dyersburgs Tenn., which had
peen suspended in June 1942, During August It gponsored co: struction
directives for completing facilitics at ghe field for two heavy bomtard=
pent groups, projects which were to pe completed in Febru ry 1943. At
the Ford plantts field at Willow Run the command secured eonstruction
projects for runway extenslicns and for housing & heavy bombardment group.m

At the conclusion of its period of aotivity the T Concentration Command
bases were d1vided among other ARF gzenciec. Selfridge and Fellogg Fields
were transferred to the Third Alr Force, Baer went to the I Troop Carrier
Gormend for use in staging, Dyersburg went to the Second Air Force,
TLockhourne subsequently was used for four=~engine transition training by
the Southeast Training Center, the housing ab #3111low Hun W3 used by a
Technicel Training Cormend school aetechment, and Syracuse remained in use
by the Air Service Goumand..zu

Alr Support Airfielda. HTaving paceived the re syonsibility for treine-
ing and reorganizing the observation and reconnaissance squedrong of the
Army in the fell of 1941, the AAF graduelly aucceeded In bringing some
order into the confused organizational air support problem during 1942«
At the seme time the Air Support Section of the Air Force Combat Comuand
which became the AAF Directorsate of Ground=-Air Support with the inactiva=

. gion of the Combat Commend, erected and gecured the development of & systen

-
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. of airfields designed to serve ajr support units train’ng with the ground

forces.

On 10 December 1941 the Chief of Staff aprroved 2 study projecting
the necds for new cbservation squadrons and groups (torether with new air
hase and materiel squadrons degived to service them) to be required by
the expension of the Army ground forces during 1942 and 1943, From thils

aunthority, tomether with the information on the location of the mew ground

posts, the Air Support Section drew up @ comprehensive requirenent for air
suprort fields to be needed during 1942 and 1943 .21’j

This projection assumed that extensive base development would be
nreded adjacent to the four Army headquarters at lew York, Memphls, San
Antonio, end San Trencisco, rnd adjacent to the cormand post of the
Armored Force at Fort rfnox. Tgeh Army corps headanarters Wad also to have
an adjacent baso. Fach divlsion post was to have & smaller base, depending
in sjze cn the rate of orr ohgervation squedror to be locsted near each
divisicn. Additicral requirements were gpecified for the Tesert Force
maneuver orea which was to be centered at Indio, celif. Finally, the
frogran required AAF glider and troop carrier stetlons at laurirburg-lexton,
Sedalis, Ardmore, and All 19r=ce.216 A ypart of these needed alrfields existed
from pre-~Fearl I'arbor corptruction and merely required expansicn to meet
the neecds of the hesvier giroraft veirg mssigned to observation units.
Other stetions would have to te provided--preferably, o the Directorele
of Eese Services informed the Chief of Engineers in April 1942, from exist-
ing airfields or fields teing improved by the GM.ZW
Actuslly, however, the progren vgs somevhal unrealistic in presuming

a stetic situation whersby alr suppert aviation would work clogely with

o
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. armies, corgs, and aivisicrs much as it had prior to 1941. The con struction

of special alr support base near each arty and nesr ‘the exmored force
hendquarters geeningly presumed that the five alr support cornend headquarters
weuld be located at them. Actually, the air support comiands did not
achieve such 2 close relaticnshiy with the ground force headquerters. During
the surwer of 1942, poveover, the V Adr Support Cormand was deactivated,
and the four remaining commends (ultimately redesignated as the I, I, and
111 Tacticel Air Divisions and the III Tactical Alr Comvend in 1S44) were
moved sbout to follow by Army mansuverns and ‘l:,ra.:‘Ln"'ng.zLEc The air base
facilities for air support units near New York and Sen Francisco were
shered with other AAF functicns at existing bases. At Yenphis, howeveT,
leases wers negotiated and construction was begun on houging for 176 officers
and 1,700 enlisted men. On 16 April 1942 the Directorate of Air Support
reduced the planned garrison there and shared the facilities with the Air
Transport Gorm“ﬂ.nd.219 Alemo Field (San Antenlo Municipal Airfield No. 2)
waB leased for air suprort units supporting the Third Army and the divie
gion at Camp Swift, but no such extensive gerrigon a8 had been contemplated
was provided-zzo

Only a port of the hases designed to CCCURY a position proximate to
Army corpe heedquerters (excluding those posts which also served givisions)
seem to have been bullt. Nost of thrse airfields were soon diverted to
othrr uses. Stout Field at Indianayolls, first leased g8 a tase adjacent
tc a corys headquarters, passed to the T Troop Carrier Corrand when the

corps headouarters was located in Chicagoe Neweastle Airport abt Wilmington,

Del., wne leaced in enticipation of 1t serving units supporting & COTTS,

\!I":'|;\ '“,:‘\i, S B
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but the gize of the air suprort gorrison was cut down in order to zhare
the field with the ATC which moved in on 29 May 1942. Hills»rove Ajrport
{Green Field) at Frovidence, R. I., projected to suprort an unspscified
corys, was develored by the I Fighter Cormsnd with 1little if any view to
air suprort ure., The air base at Salem, Ore., also projected bty the air
surrort base development progrsm to suprort an unspecified corps, became a
Fou-th Air Force defense bese instead.zal

The remainder of the projccted prozram was accomplished much zs hed
teen plonned, The existing division-cuprorting fields were changed to
meet new requirements. The field at Jacksonville, Fla., inherited by the
LAF as the suprorting base for Camp Elandirg, waa turned to other uses
ard a new alr suorort base built at the municipsl airrort at Gainesville,
Flas (Alachus Army Adrfield), *ith an advence field at Keystone Feights,
Fla., near Camp Blanding.222 According to plan the AAF troops at Letrick
Field, Frederick, }H,,!ﬁere moved out by & September 19/2 and the instella-
tion was turred over t- the ground forcea.223 Sherwood Field at Faso
Robles, Calif., taken over $n the mobilization of the Iaticnal Guerd obser—
vation squedron there, was transferred to the lavy in the fell of 1942.224
The conctruction of an airfield near Fort ¥oClellan, Ala., was finally
shandoned in June 1942 and arrengements were made to use the airfield at
Birmingham, Ala., 1ngtead,225 The other existinz ajr suprort hoses were
tallt up, en activity which ran into some inevitable corflicts with the
loczl rround forces post commanders. At Gray Field, Fort lewis, Wash., for
exarrle, pl-ns for the expension of the airfield conflicted with ground
forces plans to expand the Army post, After much friction and sore recrime

inaticn which went so far as %o sugzest that the AAT was attempting to take

)
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over the whole post, a local edjustment was worked out. The AAF, however,
wag never successful in securing eutoromy for its local commanders of alr-
fields on Army I:msts,.226 Yor did the AAF succeed in a second attemrt to
get a board of officers to make definite boundaries at each of the fields
located on an Army post.’zz?

In the Degert Center menmsuver arca the AAF built up airdromes at
Plythe, Desert Center, Rice, Shavers Summit, snd Thermal, Calif, 3Blythe,
as has been seen, was turned over tc the Second Air Force for bombardment
training. The other fields were transferred with the IV Air Suprort Command
and its mnits to the Desert Training Center on 21 Jenuary 1’943.228 The
commend, the units, snd the airfields remained assigned to the center until

22
they were released and assigned to the Third Air Force on 28 Iovember 1943.

¥During 1942 and 1943 new air suprort fields were either built or leased
which, when added tc the pre~Pearl Barbor air suprort fields, completed the
following Army post--airfield situasticnt Camp Edwards, Mass. (Ctis Field,
Falmouth, lmss.); Fort Devens, Mass. (Fort Devens Army Alrfield, Ayer, Mess.);
Indiartoun Gap ¥ilitary Reservation, Pa., (New Cumberland and Reading Army
Airfields); Fort Dix, N. J. (Fort Dix Army Airfield); Fort Bregg, N. C. (Pope
Field); Camp Plokett, Va. (Blackstone Army Airfield, Blackstone, Va.}; Camp
Butner, ¥. C. (RaleigheDurham Army Airfield, Y. C.)}; Camp Blending, Fla.
{Alachus Army Airfield, Gainesville, Fla., and Keystone Reights Army Airfield,
Fla.)}; Camp Gordo , S. €, (Atken Army Airfield, Aiken, S. C.); Camp Atterbury,
Ind, (Camp Atterbury Army Airfield); Camp Ereckenridge, Ky. {Camp Brecken~
ridae Army Airfieg.g; Fort Custer, Mich. (Kellogg Field, Battle Creel, Mich.);
Camp Gruber, Ckla, (Muskogee Army Airfield, Okla.): Fort Riley, Kans. {(Mar-
shall Fields; Cemp Towze, Tex. (Cainesville Army Airfield, Gainesville, Tex,);
Camp J, T. Robinson, Ar’ . (Adems Field, Little Rock, Ark.s; Fort leonard Wood,
¥o. (Viehy Army A‘rfield, }o.); Camp Carscn, Colo. (Feterson Field, Colorado
Springs, Colo}; Camp Maxey, Tex. (legior Field, Paris, Tex.); Camp Swift, Texe

amo Army Airfield, San Antonio, Tex.); Cemp Hood, Tex. (Xilleen Field, Temple,

Tex,); Fort McClellan, Aln. (Reilly Field and Birmingham Army Airfield); Camp
Rucker, Ala, (Ozerk Army Airf'ield, Ozark, Alms.); Cemp Forrest, Tenn. (William
Yorthern Army Alrfield, Tullshoma, Tenn.s;'ﬂamp ¥eCain, Miss. (Grenada Army
Airfield, Miss.); Camp Shelby, Miss. (Laurel Army Airfield and Battiesburg
Army Airfield, Miss,); Fort S111, Ckla. (Posct Field); Camp Davis, N. C. (Camp
Davis Army Airfield); Camp Barkley, Tex. (Abilene Army Airfield, Abilene,
Tex,); Fort Bliss, Tex. (Blegs Field); Fort Fuschus, Ariz. (Hereford Army

(Continued on page 139)
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. *ost of these airfields were municipel fields, many of which hid Leen

imrroved by the GAA. The housing facilitdes at them varied according to
the preminence and use of the fields. BEsler Fisld, one of the largect of
the fielde uced solely for air suprort, could accommodgte 200 officers and
2,200 enlisted men in July 194/ wkile Rice Army Airfield, one of the
smellest of the air support fields, had housing for only 20 officers gnd

230
100 enlisted men. By September 1945 Esler had cost a total of $3,680,972,

Rice only {700,288, Most of the fields were organined and administered

as sub-bares of larger AAF beses in their vicinity. Yost of the flelds

were passed to the cortrol of the Third Air Force in Januery and Dacember
1043 when thet air foree received the resrcnsibility for all of the air
support ccmmandS.zBl Throvghout the war they served units en<nged in
maneuvering with the grcund forces, units such as tow target squadrors which
were trainine with antiairerafi regiments, »nd other units enguged in similer
functionss

Facilities for Air Service, Maiptenance, and Air Trorgpori. The impect
of World Usr II upen the supply, maintencnce, and air transport functions

¥(Gorbimed from page 138) Afrfjeld, Ariz.); Fort Ord, Calif. (Sali-
nas Army Airfleld, Cnlif.); Camp Peale, Calif. (Marysville Army Alrfield,
Cal'f.); Carp Sen Iuis Cbispe, Calif. (Estrella Army Airfield, Faso Robles,
Calif.); Carr Adair, Cre, (Gorvallis Army Airfield, Cre,); Camp White, Cre,
(Meaford Army Airfield, Cre.); Fort lewis, Wash, (Grey Field); TFort Jackson,
3. C. (Corporee Army Airfield, S. C.); Fort Benning, Ga. (Iewsor Field); Pine
Camp Military Rescrvation, 1. Y. (Wheeler-Sack Field); Cemp Camptell, Tenn.
(Camy Cargpbell Army Airfield); Camp Cocle, Calif, (Senta Maria Army Airfield);
Camp Hulen, Tex, (Palacios Army Airfield, Tex.); Camp Folk, La. (DeRidder
Army Airfield, la.); Comp Clsibtorne end Camy Beauresnrd, la. (Esler Field
and Alexsndria Army Airfield); and Fort ¥nox, Ky. (Godman Fiald).
(4AF, Station List, 1 Dec. 1942; AAF, Air Ground Support SeGi., Air Suprort
Eace Requirements, 1942=1943.)
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of the AAF caused the seme tremendous expansion of base facilities as was
the case in the tralning snd defence fumctions. It also brought about the
redefinition end clarification of the mission which resulted in the creation
of three new commands: Air Service, Materiel, and Air Tranapcrt. Each of
the cormands, however, had been represented 28 scmevhat intercormected
agencies prior to Pearl Harbor. A provisional Air Corps Maintenance Command
had been established under the Materlel Division, OCAC, on 15 March 1941,
Tt was elevated from a provisional status on 30 June and on 17 October
had been eatablished as the Air Service Command. On 11 December 1941 the
ASC vas removed from the conirol of the Materiel Division, 0050.232 The
remainder of the Materiel Division was redesignated as the AAF Materiel
Command on 22 April 1942.233

The Materiel Command, largely a testing and procurement authority,
needed fewer faclilities than did the Air Service Gommand which stored, overs
hauled, and repaired AAF alreraft and equipment. The headquarters
facilities of the Materiel Command at Wright Field, however, were expanded
by such ingenious means as the conversion of auto parking sheds into offices,
the maximm use of hall space, and the adoption of three rotating eight
hour shiftsy Offices were also rented in Dayton and 711,271 additional
square fest of floor space were conatructed during 19&2.234 During 1943
approximetely 140 buildings and major building additions were completed,
including two large sdministration buildings, 2] civilian war housing
buildings, new laboratories, and additional military bn.rra.cku.aBs By Sep=
tember 1945 Wright Field, having received construction valued at $42,817,078
gince June 1940, was the most expensive of all AAF command facilities.
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During 1942 the lageriel Cemrnd, erowded at tripght Field, secured the use

of the OClinton County Alrrort at Wilmingter, Chio, for testing glidnra-236
(nly one sat of fiell insiallations was constructed for the Materiel Commend:
the modificatisn centars which served to fit the mnaa production aireraft
rodels to the nends of the speeifie theaters of operations. A total of
21 of these centers was aetivated during 1947, eight being opsrated by com=
rercial airlines and the remainder by aireraft manufscturecs. Dineteen

of the centers remsined in operation at the end of the year after two
other centers had been clorned 013.1:.“23‘7

The Air Service Commande-chnrged with maintenance, repalr, and ctoraze

of AAF alrcraft -nd eouipment and the tral ing of air derot 'roups and
otier rervice personnel--developed a much lerger network of tase facili-
tieg. Desrite bad weatber, constant shortares of eritiesl naterials, and
the neecogsity of chnnging consiructlcn plans to meeat thcse conditions,

the 11 air derote either in corstruciicn or in operation at the time of

Fearl Farbor were exparded to mert new requir ments.

nanae loal cculd be borne by wor™ing around the cloc

twch of the mainte-

¥, hut storage and

maintenance feeilities nevertheless had to be augmented,

During 1942 new

derot surply warehouses increazed the stornse space available from about

4,000,000 to 7,736,535 cquare feet,

and by August 1944 depot storage provided

*oariott, Calif.; Tuesor, Arisz.; Love Field, Dellas, Tex.; Fairfex
Airrort, ¥ansas City, Kang.; Buffalo, I's Ye3 Evanaville, Ind.; Niaga-n
Falls, U, Y.; Offutt Field, Cmeha, lieb.; Standiford Field, Louisville,
I've; Cheyenie, Wyo.; Vandalia, Chio; St. Faul, Mirme; Danver, Colo.;
Pirnincham, Ala.; Yemphis, Ten o Tulea, Okla,; and Kensas City, Yoe

. -
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approximately 24,000,000 square feet of covered warehousing. Vaintenance
structurcs costing 773,525,566 were completed between Japuary 1942 and June
1044, By 1943 all of the air derots (excert Middletown which had two run-
ways the longer of which was 4,900 feet) had three runusys verying in
length from 4,500 to 7,800 feet. FPetweern 1, Janary 1942 and June 19,2
housing costing £21,390,016 and rost utilities and miscellaneous structures
costing more than £93,700,000 were tullt at the air depots. Agproxinmately
25,000,000 was spent for the purchase of additioral land et the depots.
The larpest of the area Increases, however, occurred st the San Antonio
Alr Depot in January 1943 vhen it tcok over Kelly Field and consolldated
3t with 1ts own Duncan Field under the neme of Kelly.238

These cost figures included the exvenses incurred in building one new
air derot at Mismi, Fla, In February 1942 the ASC had estimated that it
would reguire four new derots .239 These derote--planned for location near
Fhoenix, Ariz., lami, Fla., Wichita, Eans, and (neha, Neb,-=scem to have
tesn considered ncceccary to suprort the five old derots which were within
250 miles of the coaste and which might core under enemy attack. Funds
for these depots wers set up In the budget estimotes for 1943 and posgible
sites were inspected, but the stringent requlations established for the
control of eritical ma'erials msde it evident that such construction would
te impractical. Cn £ December 1642 the ASC again asked for three new
engine repair depots to he locaked at Omsha, liami, and Fhoenix. This
. request was disarvroved by the AT on the grounis tbat hostile attack was
ne lecnrer probable an’ that most of the ¢-mhet groups would be cverseas
and the f)ving tralning on the wane before the derota ccvld te built. The

Air Staff, however, was willing to anbhorize one new derot which would repair
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2,000 engines and furnish 1,000,000 cquare feeb of storefe.240 After much
indecision as to the exact location of this depct, the Air Staff finally
authorized its construction at the 36th Street Airrort, Miami, Fla., on 5
Januory 19/3. The runway system on the munieipal airrort was sceordingly
furchnzed,oand construction which wag directed on 2 February was commleted
within 1y months--more than a year less than had been necded for the
older air derots. The cost of this derot wss included in the costs noted
in the corsideration of the expansion of the air dorota.241

The aumented derot storage facilities were still insuSficient to
store the mounting stock of airceraft and materiel delivered to the ASC,
To meet this yrroblem the corwsnd leased as much commercial storags space
as cou'd be secured -nd sponzored the construction of syreclalized storage
dercts. By Aumu-t 1944 the ASC held werehousing containing approximat: Iy
€2,000,000 square feet of which slichtly more than two-thirds was govern—
ment owmed. leased storage included over 400 sepsrnte yroyperties, rented
for sn eartimated cost of 74,000,000 a year.242

The ASC elso uczed a oumber of alr bases for tralning its service pere
gonn=l and air derot zroup-, for storage, and to meet maintenance requirew
nents In certain areas. These airflelds, however, hnad been developed
orizinally by other AAF pgencies and had been inheriled by the ASC. Ee-
einning in Decembar 1943, as will ba gern in the following chapter, all
airfislds plrced on a stand~by stgtus were sssigned to the 1"130.243

Durdqe 1941 and 1942 the ferrying and air transrort functions of the
AAF, +hich hd baen variously accomplished but had usually been the work
of the Materiel Division, (CAC, were concentreted in the Air Corps Ferry=

ing Cormend. Because of the nature of its mission--az well as the fact
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thet the comrand was first regarded as a temporsry expediente~the Ferrying
Command initially made heavy use of bases controlled by other AAF apencies
snd developed few fields of its own, but as the burdens of transport and
releted training incressed the coamand--redesignated as the Air Transport
Comrand on 20 June 19/2--secured active control of a mmber of the older
airfields and developed some new fields to meet its own mneeds.

The basic reason for the establishment of the Air Corps Ferrying Come
mand on 29 May 1941 was, first, to erect a responsible egency for ferrying
aircraft destined for the British from the factories to transfer poinis
on the borders of the United States, snd, secord, to provide a military
agency to begin the transport of mail and key personnel overseas. Neither
of these funeticns regquired extensive facilities, and the Ferrying Cormand
was authorized only to call on AAT agencles for assistence and to use lend=
lease funds for ahsolutely needed developments.w For ferrying the
comnand nee 'ed detachrents alomg its f£light rcutes and fields suitable to
serve as transfer points; it also needed scme bases suitmble as installa-
tion points where special equipment could be installed on the planes to
be flown across the Atlantie., Duripg July and August control officers
wers sent to the aireraft factories on the Pgeific comsst, and on 21 June
an installation point was opened at Patterson Field. By the end of July,
however, this installation point had been moved to facilities at the Wayne
County Airport, Romulus, Mich., which wgs rented with lend-lease funds.zks
Another installation point was set up at the Kashville, Tenn., mmicipal
airfield in September, and by December 1941 other control offices hed been
set ;p at the 36th Street Airport, Miami, Fla.,; Savannah, Ga.; Floyd

Bennett Field, Xew York City; Weat Falm Beach, Fla.; Hensley Field, Dallas,

\
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Tex.; Bollint Field; and at other scattered points, Additional installation
and transfer yolnta were needed for aircraft which were to travel the Forth
Atlantie route to Britain; ccncegquently enrly in Awgust 191 the Uar Dep~rte
rent secured deels to the mmicipal airfields at Presque Isle and Foulton,
laine, and heran their Asvelopment for military use -rith lend-lease funds.246
Difficulties with foo at Lony Feach caused the scmmand to initiate improvew
ments at the Falwm Sprinzs, Galif., manicipel airrort in September 19&1.247
Since tho Ferrvine Cormand was unwillin~ to take over the materiel squadrons
established to service 1t »t Bolling, Long Beach, Romulus, FresdUe Isle,
Foulton, nrd Miami in the fall of 1941, the Maintenance Command (fore-
runner of the ASC) undertook the obligation on 8 Octoher 1941.24L

With the berinning of the rsrticiration of the United Statesin World
War II, the Perryinz Commard took on a mere permanent aspect. On 30
December it was reorganized to include two subordinate divisions--the
Demestic Division and the Foreign Division, With the arrroval of its man—
niny table in Jonuary 1942 the command tocame a lepitimste AAF orjganization,
and it suhcequently netivated wings and ferrying squadrons. Cn 3 Febru ry
14 took over the control of the materiel squadrons serviny ite The
broadenine resyrnsitilitics of the command led to its redesignation of 20
June 1742 as the Air Transrort Commrnd, with overseas wings and a domestic
Ferryins Division. The headquarters of the ATC were soon moved to more
sracions quarters in the AAF Annex at Gravelly Foint, Va., adjacent to
tre 'Iaghineton ational Alrvort, snd the hradquarters of the Ferrying Divi-
alen were moved to neeommodatsrns riven ur hy the Air Focee Concentration

2
Co~ and =t Cineinnat?, Chie, openiny there on 9 February 1943. 7
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. These expanding responsibi’ 4ties led to the out-right acquisition of

rore base faeilities. lorrison Fleld ot West Falm Erach, Fla., was formal-

1y taken over from the Third Air Force in June 1942. Falm Springs was
oceupied early in April. Fecaure of interference frcnm defense activites
at Boeing Field, Seattle, Vash., as wellwas the nzed for cpening an
interior air route to Alaska, the ATC activities at Boeing Field vere
moved to Gore Field, Great Falls, Monte, on 22 June. In September the AIC
noved from Hensley Field, where its activities had becn precsed for Spuce,
to Iove Field at Dalles. Two other airfields which had been deslgned

as air support bages at Wilmington, Del., @nd Verphie, Tenn., were ceccupied
in May nnd Yovember 1242. The necessitles of training also required tre
occumetion of additional tases. Tarly in July 1942 a trans-ocean training
unit was opened st Fosecrans Fis1d, St. Joserh, Mo., and a sinilsr wmit
was opened at Homeste~d Field, 28 miles southeast of Mlemi. 4n Arctic
training school at Cemp Willlams, Yise., became operational in December.
Feginning early in July 1942 housing was built at Camp Tuna, Ii. lex., the
former summer encarmpent area of the New lexico Yiational Cuerd, and a
tpaining school for enlisted techniclans was opened.zso During 1943 a
few mo-e bases were acquired. The Fairfield=Suisun, Calif., mirfield,
originally built as a redhum bomber bace for the Fourth Air Force, was
tak n over and activated as a station of the ATC's Tacific Wing in Mgy 1943.
Recanze of the yressing need for C-46 crews in the India-China Wing, the
ATGC ackiveted a third training unit at the Feno Army Air Bace in June. It
also oper-ied & replacement center at Alpina, Yich., and then at Billy

251
Mitohell Fisld, l'ilwaukee, Wisc.
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Tn nddition to these rass§ the ATC necuced oporaticral rish 8 at other
vqres alon? itg ferry ond transrort rotes. Early in June 1942 the Jrrry-
ing Co~and ag™rd for minor improvenents at a mumter of fields on ite
routes only to he reruired to use gervielng facilities nt existing baces.
Thir volicy, ho ey, Vas somey™ -1 relexed when the cormand schowed that
i1, wro inpossible to wce Arry Lases in £l) escer becsure of corflicts with
tte tra’rire prorercc of otrer LAR ngencies.a 2 Although the ATC seems
to heve hnd trovble in crenring these operaticnel rivhie enrly in 1942,
the reotler- lesrened when i} indtial rush of AAF operntiorns tegen to
tayer off in the £a1l of 1947 By 27 Februsry 19/3, for exarple, tke ATC
steted thet 1t 4id net helleve that it would hrve ary cubstantial need for
253

rev acratruetiens

Taotiral Faperimentstion and Training Faciliticg. At its estoblieh-

ment on 19 tay 1941 the Air Coryps krovine Ground received the entire Eglin
Field re-opystion whiek hed bren cecured for the use of tle munnery school
of the Cemtheast Tr-iring Center. This punnery sehool was continued in
operstion, but tke old comrosite grour vhich h-d bBren reved from Veceell
to Orlenda in 1940 wog transferred to Fglin snd redesignated o8 the
Froving Greond Detoelment on 1 July 1941. In September the Alr Corys Fonrd,
which h-d teen relstively innctive at l'axwell, wan roved to Eglin. As @
rArt of tle BAF reorganizaticn during the spring of 1947, the Froving
Freemd war £irally oiven cor and shtatus on 1 April 1‘,!1;?.25 ' As 8 command
ard as a detachment, the Froving Ground vas required to test LAF equipmernt
ard materiel for tacticsl suitebility. Tn pursusnce of thir miraicn the

nevyand hed by 1945 tuilt up otk the mein hnse gt Erlin and had secured
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tre constructicn of 10 auxiliaTy airfields on the recerv-hion, each de-
voted to a prriieulsr phrse of %t sting opersticns. The recervetion hed
veen incressed in size to 429,758 acres, mort of widich was cvned Ty the
eovermmcnt. The cont for toth 1snd scquisition and corctructicn had been
aprroxinately #23,000,000 .255

In central Flerida the Fighter Coru ard Sehcol snd 1ts euecessoT,y the
Schieol of Applied Tactics, built up a wore arbiticus tralning and testing
aresn, Scheol pctivities in thig reglon hd originnted on 29 Yrreh 1oL
when the Adp Tefense Cperatioral Training Unit was activeted under the
orders of 1LI Interceptor Cory and for the purrose of tra‘ring personnel
sn the techniques of controlled intercepiicn. This (U, redesigrated a8
tre Interceptor Cors~and School on 30 verch 1947, was aseigned the main
eir bace at (rlando, Tin., and airfields whkich were to te lecoted ot
leesbure, Crystel River, Dumnellon, Zephyrhills, Prookeville, and the
PFi1l1sborourh~Yenderson County Adryort at Tamra. Pields nt Elssimmec and
Vontlrock, Fla., Tere ipter made aveilable in rlnce of Crystal River and
tre alrrort at Temya. A sscondery field teipe tullt under the CAA near
{rlando, lnter called Tinecastle Army Air Fase, was sutsequently aasigned
te the schoel. A1 of the ce new Tlelds excert Frooksville end Montbrock
hed te'n improved WY the CAA, The Third Air Force alsc degignated an
aree, in central Flordia over which the Interceptor Corrand Sckoel Was o
maintain & model air defense repicn, complete with rrder otations, search
1ight inat nllntions, nnd Tighter airdrom . The acndunic plent of the
cehecl was 1ocated in the local i‘a{rgruunJa at Crilardoe On 2° Moy 194Z2
the school, redesignated an the Fiphter Coma and Schocol, was rlnced direct=-

1y wnder the AAF. Durins ite eipht menths of exlaterce it was able to use
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only Crlendo Alr Pace for flying,‘but durin~ the sumwr and £fell of 1942
houcing wes built at the ottrr flelds and thelr runvpys were beins improved.
Fy 26 3eptertir zesrchli~ht anlts were billetrd at Winter farden, Fustis,
ard Tmatilla--21] towns in central Florida--—end Signal Corps units were
digps read gt ge o 17 rrinar stations in the regicn.?SG

Dur ne the swer of 1942 Aisen sions were held am ne the AAT directo-
retes rerarding the necessity for reopening se e nev tretical acherl to
rerlace the old Air Corps Tactieal Schocl vwhich hod Feen cloged at axwell
Field in June 1940, After reme uncertainty <o tc the locntion of thic
sche+1 the AAR Dir ctor of “mnacement Control finally decided on 25 Septem=
ber thot with cove expansion the facilities of the FMohter Cor and School
wenls Fe muitable for the purpose. A bonrd of officers quiclly locsied a
new sehocl nrca immeiately nerth of Crlando Air Pace for the new
hendquarter s and acodemlce instelletion, and on 27 Lctober 1940 the AAT
Sehool of Arplied Tnetics was establish-d at Crlanﬁo.257 By 1 larch 1943
the mev mcaderic a-esm was ready for occupwtion. The School of Arplied
Tactics ercompaseed four derartmentse-Air Defense, Air Support, Brmiardment,
ard Air Tervice-—-osch of which mas Assigned combined training and tecot=
inz missions for their resyective Grre prroonnel and materiel., The Alr
Defense Departrent, successor te the Fichter Corrend School, wes acsipned
control of Crlsrde Air “ece ard the airfields at Kiesimrec, Leechburg,
Zerhyrhills, and Cross City, Fla. The 1art ficld was another CAA improved
pirrort which at Bushnell, IFla., vas tuilt by an ergineer battalion ac a
training everclse and was subsequently oper-ted as a co bet-iyye firhter
airdrome., Additioral searchlisht cantormenie werc ectablished bty the
department at the towns of Arorke ard Glerwo*t.258 The Air Support Department

/M»’ ’ T
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received centrol of the two air surrort fields which hrd been built near
Camp Blandipg=-Alachus Army Airfield at Gainesville and Keystene Helglis
femy Airfield--ond the alrfield pt Dunnellon. The fields et Dumnellon and
Teystcne Heights were providrd with over-gll larding arcas for glider

operations during 19&3.259

The airfields™at Brocksvil e, Montbrook, ard
Finecogtle were accipned to the Bombnrdment Derartment, and, although
originally designed for fighters, they were exranded to suit trem for heavy
bezberdment airersft during 1942. Finecsstle, for exerple, was given a
10,000~foct runuay.géa The Air Service Cepsrtmert functicred both oc a
scheol orpanization nrd as the service orzonizatlen for all of the units
assigned to the achonl. It ecteblished a corbat-sirulsted service center
st leesturg, Fla., en Crdmence derot at Gothr, Fla., and e Quartermccter
edv-once depot at Minorwrille, Fla.zel

rd Gurrery largres. During 1942 and 1943 the AAF cortinmed to
encounter the same difficultirs in locating bewbin: ~rd runnery rences
which had been met prior to Tearl Harbor. In the eastern United States
the hich price of land mede large reccrvations virtually impocsible to ot
tain and only small precision berbing nrd alr to ground gurnery ranges
could he obtaired, Air tc sir gunnery ranves hrd to be locrted over water
aress. In the werteru United States, where large tra-ts of public demain
vere zvailable, the ALF nevertheless cortinued to find thst there were
few arens, however tarren, in which screrpe did net have a vected interest.
Despite the difficulties the AAF scoulred between Fearl Harteor ard Jure
1943 arproximately 12,500,000 acres of land=-an area larger in size then

262
the comhined acrecce of Nivw Hampshbire and Vermont. By June 1942 the
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minimum size tract for rrecisien Fembine ranmes hed heen set at 2 x 2
niles, for air to arond gurnery ran<es at 4 x 6 miles, and for-air-to
pir gurrsry ranves ab 20 x 40 miles, The size of the aress wasd dictated
by the necessity for cafety. Toe rrecision bembing rence ares of four
ggusre miles, for exemple, allowed a safety ares of one square mile, & not
evce~rive area since botbs might be drorped from 20,000 fect. The 20 x 40-
nile size of the ajr=toegir gunrery rmmocs Was necessitated by the fact
thet plenee, £1y'ng at four niles rer minule, fired 50-caliber projectives
wrich we 1d esrr 21 milre at 20,000 feet altituce. The AAF allocoted
rrecision borbhing ronsec to ~tatiors on & basis of ore ranie to 25 crews
in trainine, airete-groond rvrnies on the bagig of one to each trsining
trne, -nd the sir-to-air rin ¢ on the basis of specgﬁl need.263 In
loe,tint the rorges 1t wAs Looe renlatory that the leact productive aveile
sble 1ard he use, that publie facilitics be relocrted ns 1ittle as pos:iible,
and th~1 the ranse ‘e armroved by the Intrrderzrtmental Alr Traffic Centrol
Porrd.  can oo could noh ke within 12 miles of & hase; precision bomb ing’
ronzes and alr-to-frond rentes, hewever, b d to be within 75 miles of the
nsing bwee while sir-to-alr gurnery renaes h-d to te within 250 miles of
the urinz air hare, 264

The ranie necds of the Firat and Fourth Air Forces, concerned as they
wers with Tilehter training during 1942 ard 1943, were fairly eacily supplicd.
The First Air Force develop=d a 14,677-acre reservat on near FMillville,
1. Joy az a fighter gunnery ranie and pot it into orerrtion late in 1942.265
The Fourth AJr Force corntrolling both the luroe ran~e and a part of the

Tororph rance, seeingly had arple facilitics for bomblir an? Funnery

traininT.
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The 3eccrd Air Force, howeve-, enceuntered rere thern ite shere of
trevhles In acquiriny ronvec to rerve itc rushrezring horwy borbordrent
training yrocram.  "Fvery rat thrt's been dug ... kg been ccerloinin~ as
socn as we set a rance," protested one Secord Air Force officer.zéé Streorg
orrezition vas encomtercd in Crepon ard Idehe from stcelmen, but eventuelly
the alr force secured two ranrec iIn coch state which cenld Te u. wd dur‘rg
a rart of the year ard rraced in the inusctive reriods. st Altmicuerane
delay ias encovntered in securins rermissioh to tomb on stute-cwmed lard
W ich wae scattor:d threughout the patdie dcm&.’m.zfﬁ Durirg 1243 tke
rreblems continued, At Blythe, Cnlif., the 3eccrd Air Force heevy Torterd=
rent rrovr was rrovented frem bormbing by the ublouiteous petivities of the
Desert Train‘ng Center, and not until December was +here a delimitaotion
by whick Plythe was allocnted four yrort-time rances in ihe oesert.zés In
June 1943 the AAF secwred arrroval for thae scquisition of 65 additicral
rrecision borbing renres, 27 aireteerrcund Jmnery renves, srd four aire
toeair munrery raucer, rost of which "wre for tre Second Adr Force.aé? In
Sertember 19/3 the air force was allotted elght edditiorul precisien
horhing ronves and one additional air-to=grovnd purrery ran~e vhen ite trgine
ing incr@asedoz?o Although thrre ranve were ohtained for the Ceecnd Air
Force, the frct thet soe 25 checks requirine acticn by 4 different grene-
cies hed to be met hefore any recuest co-1d te raie for lord acguisition
rude the rrocesa time corrumine, Ag l-te as Jertexmi»r 1042 Ipiredier
General Mewtor Iongfellow, a Secord Air Forco wing eccrrander, stnted flate
ly that the Becerd Air Ferco gunmery traintng rresrur, teenuze of a lack

271
of rantes, was "merely eyowash."
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. The Third Air Force seems to huve extanded its ranres without so much
Jiffienlty. By Povember 1/3 "t brd the  rencenl bombing ransos st Avon
Tork, Fla. (21€,9C¢ acres) ~rd at lyrtle Peack, S. Cs (with a ccrbinstion
of ‘ard and water ranvcs covering sove 223,147 acrcs). Cther significent
rentes ware the 'anccek Cowmby, Miss., ranve with 30,622 acres (n subebase
of Yey Field), ~nd tke drest Salt Fleine Bonbiny Ranv: at Cherckee, (kla.,
with 31,177 acres (a sih-basa of Vill Rozers Fleld). Cther wat:;gran;ma
we ® malnbe'ned over the Gulf of Mexdso for air-towair gunnery.  Third
Air Torce alr suprort fields, when other facilitirs were laciing, us 3ol
neishborisg ~round foress ren~es., Godman Field and Camp Atterbuwry Aray
Alrlield, for cxampla, were provided an pir-to-tround gunnar;; uite and a
rebtopn bombing ranze on the Caup Atteritmry artillery range. ”
The train'ne snl experimental ecmiands alse evprnied their ransges.
The h-mhapdisr sehanl ot Firtland Field, by woy of illustruation, hed a
total of 29 procision berbint ranves by Cetoher 1945, The othor bombur-
diar s ol ab Tz, Roswel™, Vietorville, ~'a Spring:, Ghildress,
ridlid, 3w, Anzelo, and Jarlsbad eventunlly obta’ned frea 15 to 24 yre=~
¢lstlon hombing ranw g each.gw" Tentative plans armcunc-:’l early in 1942
h3l conbemolatel the estahlishment of one general Pombing rante for eqch
three boiariier schools, complede with elaborate tarvets simulating
-
Durores  ohjrebives, tut this plan hed teen impenotiesd to 0xecu‘te.27) The
mraery sshonls recrssarily had larger renves. By Cetober 1945 las Vegas,
Lareds, ard iineman h~d land ranves coveriny 2,305,270, 629,294, aal 151,997
asres of land respoebively. Tyndall and Parlinzen hi comdinations of
1qrd and water ronvea, waile Bueinghan used a ©49,000-acre water range

@ owrr the Sulf of lexizo. 2y 1945 the labazords Island ranges occupind
l
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. 50,925 acres, while the Matagorda Feninsula runits inclunded a land aresd
of 29,220 acres nnd an overwater area of 704,000 acres. The Ajo-Gila
Pend Ranves, used by Iuke nnd Willinms Fields, oceupird 1,123,135 acres.
Hadar bombing training actlvities abt Boca iabon used island targets clear=
ed for use by pernits from the British qu Sghamas govermments, =and Ecca
fnton alzo was the only AAT activity te have toiblng raniis cff the cast
congt of florida in the Mavy sphere of anthority, The Froving Ground Come
mand at Frlin Field hnd 53 land and water rantes within the Choctawhatches
reservntion, on nearby Santa dAnsa Island, and over the Gulf.276

Tiant of the YorhinT rantes woce littla-improved trncts of borren land
s4th gimpty morked tercets. Tarvets usually cons'oted of co centrle
cireles marked on the rrownd, sove of wh'ch eenld te lirhted at nizht by
flares or elaectrie 1:15{11‘03.277 Leob hits wire zenerally scored by trianiie-
1ntien fro- observation touers seuttered ghent the reservation, Cther
tarzets were more elabtorate. tirtland's ranves had a similated rattleship,
a bride-e, run erplecenents, ard an oil refinery.278 The lnreer ranTrs
nad sor e airfield faeilities. During 1942, for example, the Secord Alr
Torce gecured f£lizht striys at Boardman, Cre., snd Sahmerita, Arlz., to
serve the Bosrdman (Arlington) nnd the Davis-tonthan ranges.2 9 Tke Third
Air Torce tuilt two lardlns stripe at the “reat Salt Flains ranse. The
"eat Congt Trainine Center tnjlt fields at Ajo and Gila Eend.zgo The ex=
pen-e of each ranve naturally varied with the leceality «n the exteut of
it development. The cost of 11 sites for precision tombing ranges sub-

mitted by the bormbardier selool at idland, Tex., in Jaruary 1942 may

perhaps te indieative of such costs where the lands were rented. This
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develomn nk cost 120,900, an amcunt vhich ecoveced lend rents (ranging
from 10 to 75 cents per acre with 10 cents the prevaillin: rate), fences
(*507 per mile), fire ruards (500 per mile), and acerss roads (B300
wmch).gml Fy Sevterther 1945 Midland's 23 ranses comprized 34,799 acres,
rentel ab an amual cost of 17,601, and hud recedved 7302,210 worth of

. 232
eonatructionas

During the surmer of 1943 the A made a final deitermination of the
ran~e nerds of ite srencles. These estimuted reauirements were approved
by the Assistant 3 crebory of ifar for Alr on 29 Tame., In Septemter 1943,
a3 has Teen noted, the Seco-d Alr Force vas allotted o few edaitional
rances, bat the AlF atterrted to hold its nrencies to their estimated
needz. After Cetolar JO43 2ll ranse requlirements had to be gubmitted to
tro GPfine of the Asslstant Secretary of War for Adr for averoval hefore

223
any real eciate eo:ll La prorured for such Furtosed.
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Chapter V
COUSOLIDATICY A DISECSITICT C° TASILITING, 1943-1945

Taring the sumrer nrd fall of 1943 the AT reached the peak of its
tralnint and opersticus in the coutinental United Stetes. In Arril it hed
n pevimm strensth of 1,702,224 persons at donmectie inctallatiens. In
Secterther ‘4 had the lergect domestic liousiny capoclity—-housing for 2,401,240
rersons. In Cetoher it had the largest nmuter of cirmbat groups (143) in
the cenbinental United States. In Yovember the preatr st number of flylug
cgdets (105,392) were in training. In December 71 reqched & peak total of
773 serarate air installations (345 natn tazeg, 115 mb-baces, cnd 347
auxilisry fields) within the United Statns.l Since it vas evidently
ragoint its peak of operationa in the Unitrd Stater, the AAF seuwrht during
10/3-1945 to tale neasures Loth to curiail all now construetion nnd to

relrase such anrplus properhies as were no lonzer neonded for the war efrort.

7. Curtudlment, of Conatruetion

The wast bulk of ALY var-time construection, as has teen sern, was
finally pro-rared late in 1942 in order to et 1t read; for the rea't of
oriratirna during 1943 ard in order to escape any delays which might result
frem plans to imrose more strinsent resulations for the concervation of
eritical congtructional materisls. Thus in Jamary 1943 General Arneld,
after returaing fron an inspection trip which covered most of the linited
States, felt able to Airect that all new projeets would be curtailed and
ket Meam nnders maat work tosether and utilize the facilities that i ave

heon constructed.”
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ARMY AIR FORCES
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O — AAF INSTALLATIONS WITH FLYING FIELD FACILITIES
O — AAF INSTALLATIONS WITHQOT FLYING FIELD FAGILITIES

&> —FLIGHT STRIP

¥ — SEARCHLIGHT STATION
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COLLEGE TRAINING DETACHMENTS AND WAR SERVICE TRAINING
DETACHMENTS ARE NOT SHOWN ON THESE MAPS
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The War Department waz also working to reduce nsw corctraction rrojects,
Cn 2 April 1%3 it noted thet, despite the fact thet r1 noier consbruce
tion h~d been corrleted, there hrd heen no appreciasble dwerease in the number
of snall projects whie's were beine reguected, a faczt which was delaring
the var effort.3 Cn 75 Arril it colled atiention to its "Spartan
s'mplicity™ directive of 1 June 1042 rnd reiterated the iden thet criti=-
ezl shortn~en mode the Yereatest ecorcmy™ neceasary. The AAT baskrd wp
this memo with the instrustional precert thet "Faeiliticos which are de-
sirable hut ave pot esrentinl must be elim'nated from cozﬂsideration."4
In fwmst 1943 the G-3 Division, ! 35, stated 0s o venrrnl principle that
ro ~ore lrnd wo. 1d to rurchaced for the famy unless failu-e to acquire it
venld so Impede "trainineg in a given area ns to ~ake retention of land
slready rurche-ed quast*onable."s After 31 Tecerber 1943 the mntherity
of diviaton engineirs to arprove new constructicn rrejects eoating ur to
40,000 * ithout v ference to tre OCE was revoked.6

Deapite theze directives the volume of Army covetruction durin; 1943
reniined hizh ard did not decline as rapidly as was desirable, Durins that
ealendar year the total constructien commend suthorized for the AAF
amounted to mo-e than that for the Armr Ground Forces snd the Arzy Service
Forcea toet cr. General Arnold, displeared both with this disparity and
tha faet thnt AAF canstruction was not daclininy in volume by mernth in
rrorortien to that of the A%F ard ASF, ordered en 14 January 1944 that all
future conatruction in the AAF wenld be limited to that remuired "o meet
eritical requirements developint from changing operaticonal ne~ds for which

7
exiating facilitiecs ... are completely inndequates" e yremired the Arry

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

U

P A T i ch i

A":;'-/'( . Ch’lr. v i e - n_’mhﬁiwﬁlhfrl‘w 158
,’ 3eeyice Forees, moreow r, that whiile chan-ig in operational requirements of

adreraft wenld necessitate some adlitienal work all such preojects would he
aul+ir ot to "rizorous review."
The efferets of General Arnold's displeasure at the contiruing volums

of cenatructinon requssls W ra soon nanifest in more strinient regulations.

After 1€ Pebruary 19/, all requests for new construction and for the ac=
quisition of ndditional real estate had to he signod by the cormanding
general of the air force or comnand makiny the requmt.e (n 27 February
Gonora?! Arnold syeeifiexlly directed that, withouh exeoption, there would
he na re~e AL construction within the cortinental limits of the Uni'ed
St nges withont his parsonal approval for rach project. Docpits the ~real
arount of dotail which this rolicy threw uron the headguarters of the MTF,
it was strietly interproted and e::-:ecu’oed.lo In Cete™rr the AAF announced
+ 1t trenceforth it could acquire no adiitioral hotels.ll In Vovember
Gene ~nl Arneld instrveted the "~comd Air Force that th~ war wouvld hove to
he finished with the facilitiss which were at hani, that no new construc-
tion projocts would ke approved until all existin: facilities kad been
fully utilized snd al)l possibilitice for improvisation exhausted, and that
nn new requests for cerstruction wonll he suhmitted for statlons "relding
rangonable yrosrects® for seleetion as rost-war ba:es.lz These princi-
rles wore restated as rereral policy for the wrole AAF in ray 1945.13
The resyonse of the corbinental air forces ard co.ards to these
ordars for curtailed construction vas im-ediete and seemingly sincere.
Thiua the Central Flyinr Training Comrand directed on 22 Deaembher 1943

that Mthe time has ccme to sto~ thinkin- in terms of additionnl facilitles

_,_. and to start thinrine in terms of utilization of existing focilitieg."
. —
B T i e T

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

JEP,
.d;a’-ﬁ‘“"i'
i

. .
| S L
LN

ABS-4S, Ohar. V i 1 - 159

‘ww,m,wwﬁﬂﬂf“? s Vo

T'o new flyine facilitics conld he expected unless mode necessary [
change in the typns of aireraft ueed in training. To new puildinzs could
be built while other tuildinzs were vacant.l4 Even thourh Nenersl Clds
initinlly protested acainst the curtailment of construction by stating
that "a shortace of rnterials and equipment means not that constructicn
muat stop but that more mpaterials and equ;%ment mact e produced,” both
e nnd hle succegzors iasued directives curtailing the initinticn of n~v
projects in the Sacond Alr Fbrce.l5

~ne volume of ART corsirnetion regursts was reduczed by thece regtrice-
tive rpolicles, rt the £low of ne™” projects vas by o means cor letely
der-ed. In the fiscel year 1945, for exampie, A4F com nnd construction
noa~unted for arrroximately 162,801,000 of the total Arry censtruction
authorizatien of £.672,000,000. ® Vost of thig new construction WAs
directly attributable to the changes in traininl resTenoibilities brovght
ah~ut by the emer-once of the very heavy bo pardment type aireraft. By
the f21l1 of 1943 it was evident th-t most of this new traininz would have
to be dene on Secord Afr Force fields which had teen tuilt ug for heavy
vopher training. This meant that the other cortinental air forces would
have to take over a vort of the heavy btonber trainir<. Accordingly new
rrojects world have to be authorized to expand fields for both very heavy
and for heavy hombardrent training.

With the relaxation of the’r defensive requirements toth the First
and Fourth Alr Ferces were given exranded training micsiecns. “In Sertember
1043 the First Air Force was required to operate six replacement traln-
ing ~rouns for fighters, and in Cctorer 1943 it was r-de responsitble for

orerating four hesvy vombardment rerlacenent grouys. Thece exransicns

e e Freammacio

bt el A L
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wore to male ure of existine frcilities, and in the case of the Iatiter
-

rre pur tle sir foree ~wme exprecsly forbiiden to eor.ntruet new freilities.
It wer neverthelecs l1eter necercary Tor the MF to rermit the exyars’cn
of Fena're ot Chutbum FTiedd, Savenrah, Oa,, ard at Ckarle-tor, Cv Cuy for
benvy Lo Terdrent b oain’rg. ; Tetween 1977 nnd 1945 the Feurth Air Force
exr-17rd its fighter tra‘nirg, begen the trair ‘v of jet fishter vnits,
regedwed the rectorsitility for nirht fighter tralu're, anl vas required
Lo Cevore ndx ateticns to traih Tur heavy bonhardrent crevie. oot of the
faeilid irg were alrendy on hend for the uce of the exranded trairing
eotivitics, and three of the cix heavy Lerker troir ing Inshellations
(Hplds Jolla, MYountetn Toms, snd Gover) were obtaired frexm the Secord Air
Fgrcq.lg Seme additicp? houszine was perrilled at Frurth Air Perre
stuttove, Tk the AAF wog B nO MEUNS fencronc. In fv.uct 1843, for
exaryie, the Depuly Ohief of Ajr Siaff aryroved an expenditure of
#1,000,000 to expand housing at Ellensturg, Uonehe, fer fightor traly tng,
bt he Snfermed the Seurth Alr Force that Gewral Arrold would euwthorize

20
ro £dditicrsd trairine or operaticral facilities in the Fortluwest.
Dar e 19435 and 1944, nc a rort of the yredrem te give epcit air force a
more balareed trainine load, the Third Air Ferce recefved s heavy bt de
went tradl fne ohjechive znd the Seccrd Alr Foree received Tichter protipo.

Veilher air Ccree necded any srecial faellity expansicn for the uecori-
21
plichme t of the frainind,
vinh of the wv corstruelion tuilt after 1943 wan more elosely cone

peeted wilt ihe neods for vory heavy bemberdmert trndr ine, The rogh sericus

rrohlen vor ho f£ind fields for the F=22's wh'ch were to e uted arainat

prnpim
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Jayon in large num’ ers. Trege aireraft needed 70CC % 180-feot ru.t.n:yz
wit' a lond caracity of 170,000 pounis. RunMEysS ALCO fect 1cin wi .The
leg-er losd carecily, hovever, conld he need for 1irited 'tramir-.g; o
r-327s hed atoul the 2eme characteristics as the V=oCtg, tut the -.-.— .1:-
aireraft (althourh it was otvicus thut they would probakly not he 11 cpeﬁs
aticnel u-~e during Vorld War II) requived TUmWOYE itk 200,000 pound [TCSE
load ce.;:acity.ﬂa Feus ne rnd meintenance requirerents fer very hef:v:j,d
heptardément oTCUPs Were covienely in excess of the freilibdes prov.ice

at most AAF tarecg. .

The Seceond Air Torce, which ~ave up prrt of 1t Lenvy L hﬁrmxein‘b
Lradning moncpoly in AbC £el1l of 1942, riceived initlal ve -::ycnsibi]:rhy ij‘:r
t¥e preyeration of D=2° units for corit. Fellowins nedest begir::t::l

‘ 1
the eyrinn srd surFer of 1043, troininT VAS tedre corducted at oo y ;rd
Grest Tend, Frati, ard walker, lans., ond at Clovis, s VeXey WY t J;‘ t‘
of the yosr. The Coth County Airrert at Tarietina, e, WAE mzzgmﬂi ]
serve tre T=20'g Tein” purred ot hy the arpertly rl-nt there. xousi.r'g
at Tratt, Orent Tend, and WelleXl, oriminally degigned nd gatelltite ii:..ﬂs
for Srely Vild rul uhich hrd teen erprnded to acacm clale heavy leTbe N
rroups for straing, wes feurd espeeially jnadequetc. At Trett the housing
pee ted for B=20 unitc was atout three times the tacets cayacitz; 1,‘ w:m |
troops lvdd to te gquurtered in pymnas iuneg, hutmepts, «nd tente. g
1044, however, tnne facilitis s were expanded at G'lovisi Ivote, El;; T:;r"cnh
Gre nt Tord, Fratt, Unllrr, Alameserdo, Davia-tionthen, rerd Isls_ri , Talrn
Barvord, leCook, Dedhart, Sroky Fill, Lirtlend, Gowen, evntein Tere, ard

25
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ruzh srxiety thet the rumays deslgrned for he~vy bemters at tlhose stutions
Wotdd rot held w under 30 flying, hut by the £2ll of 19044 oxperience
rewed £t with mish medntenance then could be expected to survive until
26

e sumrer of 1944,

The AAT Trainin~ Cer-ard, which hrd to ejvwe trenaition £1ying tr- ining
On =20 Al 2«32 fyve adrereft, alsc ner led to expend sore of itc alre
fielit, Ot nocorfirern~e in the Ay Inctallatdens Divieiern on 17 Auruct
1974, ke capabilitiic of thr Tranine Cem srd's fields for very hoavy
broherdriert uge mere carvas-ed. There 1t w o lecide) et five ba. es would
nltimntely he reani v, o of which wld e needed drosdistel: . The
renferoree decided th-+ Yrxwel? Tield conld bost te axrarded fir-t, and
by 2F fnzust the Aixr Ingtallations Division h-d prey red the recegrary
rlors for exterdirs the sywell Fleld rumways to 7000 reet.27 In Jeptem-
Fer three other fields—-Lowry, iandolph, md Heswellewwrro zelected for
prrargaion, inclvding a lerstherdwr of rure syg, a wideuin of taxivy o, in-
eresoed meipterence apron spee, and a fPew 2dditioral h&n:ﬂrs.za The
fifth schoolwen treraition cehool for B=22 pilots--wss loonted at Fort

worth, *nt, sinee tre field ¢rn1d meet very heavy hrmtordrent stardsards

29
for limited operations, ihe tase was anlhorized only an ndditicral hanzar.

~
1

he Third Afr Foree 'ms firet conuidercd for B-32 unit tre ' nive, md
It rrexred plans to expund Rerrsdale, Sulfrort, MaeDill, srd Chatham
Fields (the last of which was to b ortained from the First Air Force)

for the yurrcee. Enoch was celected tecause few additicrsl facilitics
Wweuld ke required. By Decenber 1944 the AAF hed decided ret to trein Le32
units in the ccrtinental United States, ard the Third Air Force wzs miven

Q
the regrorsilility for operating four Be2o ccmbat erew stations.3 In

b io? fm_\
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Jamunry 1945 ecnatruction projrcbs were puthorized to provide a FoOO=-foot

4‘1}1 S‘*é? s Ch-‘.‘\.}’- L] 1?

runvey at 1neDill Field, to erlsrge the rarking aprens at ¥neDill, Barks—
delm, Gulfrert, ard Chsthsam, and to build hengars at Eerkednle, Gulitord,
and thihﬂm.Bl Ey the exd of June 1945 most of this censtruetion Was com-
plete and tralning was in yroarecs at al) four of the stations.sd

The Fourth Air Fo-ce participsted im B-20 training orly to a limited
arteat. Durire 194/ n (5C0-feot runwey at llrec hed teen ertended to
7000 feet, srd henivrins in Moy 1945 the F-urtt Alr Force hegen tc glve
training for lead erews for B-29 formaticrs threre. The erd of the wer cut
stort rore oxtercive plans for B=29 trrinint in the Fourth Alr ?orce.BB

The eenchruetior. of rurvays suitable for PE=26 airersft was a ruch
mpester preblem thar was the providing of facllities for the E~2%'s and
Ew321g. These aireraft, as thvy were decigred, renld reguire a landing
surface dssigned to take a 300,000 younl ercse Joud. Lo design eriteria
oxicted for sweh lordine and the probler wns further corplicated by the
Pact thrt al) aviaticn engineering designs for rumveys had recn beced cn
rodifiestions of stardard hichwey designs which h-d never contenrlated a
3rn,000 pound lo:‘d‘ir-g.B4 An exrerimentsl runwey was authorized to be
tuilt at lurce, Calif., in Iy 1944, but in July Gemeral Arrold ordered
the project atendcred when a survey of soil characteristics showed th-t
cocts wevrld te excessive.35 In Aurust plormers frem the Alr Installaticns
Divisior and the !‘ateriel Cemmand acreed that a new runuway ecvld best be
Wilt at the Fort Uorth Arry Airfield, adjacent to the ylant in which the
first T=26 was boin~ tuilt. The lnteriel Cot and arreed Lo request the

rroject, which ec 11 "o butlt with industrizl furds availakls to the ccorend.

The 300,000=yound caracity runwey was Jirst nleuned to te 73C0 feet lerg

M’—mv N
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. and 20 foct wide with 75-foot stabtilized shoulders and with a coirv cbed

operating arror 150 x 1200 feet. The cost of this rreojrct was ecticated
at “2,850,000.36 The designed lenath of tre roumway Prd been extonled to
Z200 feet hy the time thot the project was submitted for a:vroval In
Febtruary 19/.5. After mere corfererces as to the desion, verk was fin:dly
coTenced In June 1945. Dy this time it hrd teen dec’ded to bulld the
exrerimentql runway 300 feet wide ard to delete the shouldecre. The jelufols
jeet was net coempleted unlil Aurust 1946.37
The treqirriny of thr emrloyment of very heavy bor b-rdment aireraft
frow the “ariarss zoeingt Jaran demrrded a tnildeup of AAF facilities on
the Pnciflc cecast for @mrlvy and trensrcrtation, Durins 194 the AAT
secnred the cerotruetien of a ©10,000,000 intraneit derot at Almmeds,
Cnlilf., for specific overrens shirmsnts.BR Iinther Fiedd, “amilton Field,
ard Fairfield=-Suisun Army Alrfield vere rxrardcd for ATC trancrert ard
39

ferrying ermloment, Tie prevnd foreec vost at Canp Fokler, Sseremerto,
a7 if., wers talben over for an oversens reylncement. dapot.AO 2i1ls Field
Bt San francisco was improved in a Jjoint irmy-CAA develorment pro~ram vhich
wie Jegirr-d to provide extra air faciliti ¢ in the Oan Trancisco srea
to meet the pzal lod of redernloyment of adr units to tle Ibcific.Al

Sore additional conctruetlon was perriited in order to trirnm other
miscellancous Tnstallations up to antieipeted opcraticrsl corditions.
At G- Oprinre, ''de, a rrojecet for develor ng Andrews Fierld ns the hesde
querlers of thie Continental Air Foees was projected 1n Sertember 1944, and
by Arril 1045 the Chief of ¥Freineerc had allocated #10,000,000 for the

eonstruetion of adrinistretive tmildinve, officers' querters, utilities,

9 a neo 2,000-foot runvay deaigned to stand 120,000-pcund lowds, snd other

o g 5 N
e~ nogp T e
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airfie’d rvrancion. Zfcrts were alno mele to rurchare lesged lord at

Ttelds which geered certa’in to he Yert in the roct-wer air feroe,  Tcllow-
n~ the “ecicion to keer the Incisllaticns at Crlardo crcuried by the AAT
“ietical Jenter, tle Shief of Froineers ras reguected to aervi-e in fee

«]1T of the Trrd teir~ used for ite rurmery ranvez st Itricretle -nl the

42

Trrd neeled for the exvuncgiorn eof the hoodnuarters roct rovr Crlarios
ke sternve prace utilized by the Adr Jervice Scim-md srd ite wuecq: ser,
Lhe 4ir "nchpical Service Gorcend, cortirurd to incrorce o7 - 2t & the end
of the war. Ty Aurust 1945 the AAT ozcurded £7,241,000 couare fert of
storare of which 14,713,000 squive feet wag lerged,

The AAF alro teel raer a numter of coerss "rern. “ercec stall o

e

wrings 197/ ord 1947 (n cedex te reet srrel "ired 1eeli. Terid Thenr s,

by., hearee nn AAR 2 rw dozeert Rostitel, Tosen o it Snpnilled 1euriry

‘nd other Lervice - to Yerdn nrc Troce Arew sirfields, Jert D, A, augzell,

m A}
Y0xey bt fo Tootn o cvrr vFer the swrurt fepser declored it es

XIel T

n .
Lumn ayde, 1, I."-,, WA Ceoire. by teppn tar for f et e oo cwial o ep

I ARS BT T bottulisrs 4n .Tn'rn-sw}- ]C"iq’ Yat it ag relepced te tUe Y opira
L
R N - - [T
Corra in Jdauct 1945, ihene Metlitt o, Fereven, regirired ne nyr oore

steackior Yo wtt the o for AT neddsn.

L msmﬁ tlem ol Fesern Maeilitineg

At the came 4°r thot the  ap Pevarloenh anl 17 A we e sl Ine %00 phe

te curtall all raw coralrueht. vy Toth weve e e 30 01 o e af the 'p
viree g fuetlitiegeaa tol wh'ch in mny voys wos o 0 treabders e then

Wl Yeen thelr orivianl seouisition.  Tn ™o o 10842 the Yac Der pirent,

rredioectite e neecnalty on the et that res coael shorts o o der ried

san e x wo 5 ———rr .
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th it excasy stablons be elosed or transfrrred to ron other war or
2ivilion 2~enecy which could make better use of then, siated ito policy

Tn vepard to the Jiarosition of surplus Army installationa, The ALF, AGF,
anl A3T were dAireet~d to subzit data on thelr surplus statirms to the
Vobilizatinn Division, ASF, which in turn would cireularize all apencies
ol the Uar snd Tavy Derartrents and uther jovernmenta?l functions to
delerrine 1© they conld be uced. It was o make reco —enlatlens for firald
disrogition or teansfer to the G=3 Division, 'Mi5, which was charged

5

with makine Haresition of the frcilitics.® Farly in Jeminry 1044 addi-
tienmal inatruetions were lsoued maling the Chief of Engsineers resronsible
throngh his division entineers (later chanted to distriet engineors)
for canceling surplus leassholds when not more than a $50,000 annual
rental waa involved., A1l surplns installaticns were aloo to te transe
ferred to the Chief of Enzineers for lense or cale. Arrprovnl of the
Corvinding Genera”, AST, actine for the Under Secretary of War, would be
necegsary for saler or cancellations of leassholds renting for rore than
Y50,000 annually.46 After the crentirn of the Surplus Var Froperly ddnine
istrption early in 194, the final disposition of surplns installatisns
by sale was allotted 4o that agency.k7

While thege policies were being worked out, the LAF had already begun
to dispose of its surplus faciliticge——purticularly its excecs leaseholds.
During the late srrins of 1943 the flwviny and technical training schools
h=d begun to pasa their reak training loids and wore zchowing surpluas
facilitlen, Tirst to he cut kack in the enanine eontraction were the civil

mechanies schools, and (desnite sirors rrotests from the Aercnautieal

Chamher of Commerce) during Yy nnd June 1943 most of the contracts with
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thace sche-lg vere eanseled. The congolidation of the inderendint Flying
Training and Teehnieal Trafaing Ccmiando into one AAF Training Copmnrd,
with hesdquarters st Fort Worth, Tex., on 7 July 1943 regulted in a reiuc-
ticn of leased headquarters facilities. During the sumer of 1943 and
the carly part of 1944 the trainine activitirs pave up most of their
leanced hotels., By the erd of Jaly 1943 al]l of the basic fraining functias
had been wcved frea St. Fetershurg, Fla.; Atlantic City was evacuated
cemplately by traininz retivities by Jennwory 1944; ard post of the train-
iny functions hed been roved out of Nimmi by the spring of 1944. Totels
in Detroit and Chicaso were similarly evacunted. The newly cre-ied AAF
Porsennel Distribution Cormand, however, continucd to occupy & part of
the hotels vhich had tesn leased in St. Petersburg, Atlsntic City, and
Hi&:i.LS
In evacunting thrce hotelr the AAF ran into a considerable amcunt
of criticism. 8o rany corvlaints were henrd that the Senste war investi-
fatirg committee vigited 'lami in January 1944 to detcr—ine the scurce
of thke difficulties. It reyorted that the AAF had chowm poor peliey in
not having taken the hotels originally thrcuzh condemnntion proceedings.
Instend, the Corps of Enrinsers, ecting for the AAF, hod nemotiated direct-
Iy vith the hotel owners and hed worked cut contracts which had not teen
cor:pletely fair to the owners. Each contract, for exazple, had contained
a rrovision =iving the soverrment a right to terminate it cn thirty days?
notice; yet the rate of rent hod been fixed on & lower than anmmal rental
rate. Damare settlevants with the hotel ocwnrrc whese hotels were teirg
7iven up vere somewhal unfair. In come instances the Corrs ff Engineers

had sourht 4o hold owners' claims down by involin~ falr wear and tear

B s s T A
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clauses in the contracts or ty threateniny to exercise the rovernment's
right to rastore the hotels if the owmer:z would not rzree to take a cash
settlement, The cowmitbtes rerort nlro criticized the fnet that scme of
the hotels had bern kept only a short time, a manifestation of oo zany
ch: nreg of mind, The ltevena Hotel, for example, hril teen kept but 13
rienths ond hotels in Detroit hnd been taken over and ~iven up in less
time.Ag The rerort, however, did not & ow thet the povermmsnt h-d lost
ronny thraveh the jealona efforts of the AAF and the Corps of Enginerrs
to crneerve funds, even 1f their econcry h+d been mchleved at the exyense
of the citizens who ownrd the hotels.

The AAF hed aloo Yegun the rathir uncertain work of disrosing of its
surplus rirflelds anl rorges even prior o the announcement of War Demrte
ment roliey on the subject. TIr feichur 1943 the NMavy had asked for any
surplus hrmy airfields lecated near erourh to the coasts to te of use
for earrler pilot truinine. The AAP almoat dmmediately pave up its facile
itirg % ¥i. Vern n, Arlinston, Shelton, anl Quillayute, all nav:1l air
cbationn in the atetes of anhinqton.so To axpeditn the exchrnze of infor-
mtion on evesss fnellities, an ~llavy Facilities Camitten wag cet
up in Fehruary 1924, nnd in larch a list of 24 stundhy stntions was fure
nished tn the Vavy for rossible transfnr.sl In Arril Ctis 2and Trumbull
Fields ~nd other alrfields at Yyannig, Mass., Port Angelea, Wagh., Congaree,
3¢ C.y Frrtsnonth, V. H., Vew Curherland, Pa., and Yeotfield, Yasa., were
transferred to the Tnvy.sz Later in the year it was piven the airfields
at Jnauorville, Fla. (where the AAF retnined operstional rlehts and sore
fasilitiers), at Yeystone Fmights, Fla., at Fort Davens, Mags., and the

tr~iring fields at Yeso, Tex., (Blackland frmy Adrfield), ard at Walnut

* A g,
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Rid=e, Ark.53 Seme additicnal AAT facilitirs for which there was no appar-

ent use were given up ccmpletely. By 30 June 1945 it had turned a total of
e,

79 air installations over o the ASF for final ds spositicn,”

Desrite the obvious desire to be rid of its excess ktucew, the ALF was
fairly slow in givirg them up until the needs of rederloyment cculld te
ancertaired, nerds which were by no neons ¢learly deterrined us lrte as
Arril 19L5.55 The disrosition of MF faeilitirs Totween 1643 and 19L5, as
vell ag the tmild=up of frcilities Suring the first twe rears of the war,

56
are ch~wm in the followiny charts

Chart 1
STATUS CF AAF CCYTINZNTAI FACTIITIFS
1041 - 1045

7 31 31 31 31

Dae Dac Dec Dec Des ve W

041 041 1942 1943 1044 Dy Dy
Yain anl Subt-bases 114, 1651, 416 461 LA 4l2 401
Auxiliary Flelds x x 102 322 e £al 269
Contract Filot Schools x x €3 €6 14 14 &
Rented (ffice Space (3) x X X x 79 109 103
Totals {4) x x 46 216 75 75 75
Forhine and Gunnery tinnres x x x x 470 473 433
Civilian andl Factory Schools x x (da L7 21 17 16
Collera Trainin~ Datachments x x 16 224 2 1 1
Specialized Depots (5} 'y x 1z L1 £z 51 A3
i seollancons Inetallations 67 (1) 46 (2) 29 32 YA 20 30
Totnl Instnllations {6) 1L 197 1270 1A41¢ 1506 1473 1377
Trajininy Establishments 242 151 479 233 el LEL L24
Grand Totnl (6) 293 a8 1749 2252 1970 1927 1FU

Totwos (1) rorty-aoven of these miscellaneous Inotailnticag wro alrficlds
rrojected or under construetion. (?) Thirty-three of these nisrcellaneoud

inatallatirna wore airfields projected or under cornbructicn. {3) AR sites
and other mme1l lenced inctnlletlona sre not inelnded, (4) This iten
inelydes hotels which were len. od, owned, or on & contractual basisgs (5)

»

Tetale include pub=sqpainlized devot 2. (6) Ttems nachted "x" ave represens

tative of micsiny informaticn and eo searently make the totals unrerreson-
tative for cemparison.

In paneral tho AAF yproferred to vetain all of ita airfields wiiteh Fod

honaing andl third echelon maintananea faciliticn unt'1 the nedde of rede-
EﬂW B -
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57
rloyment c~ild ha <ettled. Yost of its oxcevs fields were thi: v

t. gtardby status, On @ Drcembtrr 1943 the iy Service Ccxi.and wac e
rearrneitle for reeeivire £l of the excres flelds ard for m;intaining
then.sé Thece ctondby stobiens wore ubilired for the war effort in sny
way cenaietent with their proyer preserveticn for redorlonment. Thé pth;'
tiems nnd thelr rantes were leased for prazing under arranptemonts mnde by
tra Carns of Treireers, always with the ro nrvatlo? tunt thoy eould te roew
rousrenged by the AAF on 15 dasys notice.Eg frovicien gleso hrd to be madoe
by tke lensor to keer animals and other aryuriena cen rvoy fron the run—
wa;ﬂ.éo Feucins ot Walterbore, 3. C., and at Soyrow Johnston, Dale Mabry,
and Trmia]1 Fielda was mede aveilable for yrigorer of war comps cn & reve
ccAble basis.él Billy Mitche) Field at Iilwmukes, Wise., was transferred
te the AST untid VE-Day pius 30 fer howa'ng Farbedian labererc snd yrison=
ers of uar.éz In peperal, the AAF did oot fover any lrnre of its standby
fielda Yh*oh rerritted cultivotion of the soll and cor-equent destrncti?ﬂ

of the -0l 063

The rarber of fielis kept on a standby tealc vrried froo
ronth fo menth, but en 1 Ceptenber 1945 some 77 of thke L0l main end gobe
bare: and T4 of the 269 muxidery fields of the ARF were tedirg held on an
innet ive tesis.

e 1344le unfevorable civilian comrent resulted from the policy of
keerin? srme alrfialda on en insctlive hasie at the ceme time thyt the AAF
wao sperding reney bo enlrrge othor Tares. The Seccrd Mir Force, in moving
its activites out of ront of its Sonth Dakots steticrs, ratred corridole
atle roliticnl or erition ond emesticoning, It exrlatred the deeinien to
rove cut of South Dalets ard to keey Telrarin Tacwy with the juatificitien
that the lotter tases hnd better transyortaticn rred were cecler te cortrol,

pitis A e

s
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but thi: did net suit the loerl eitizens.65 Similar criticiem vac dliracted
acninst the canme air ferce for tleein Seritmer Army Airfield en & stard-
by ctatus while other airfields in the sere state~-Fetreakrm-wire btelry
udd*ticnally develoyed. vort of the critics were anfvercd in tre sene
rarner with an ezxlarabien that the curtailed activities of the IAF rade
it nececcary that semc baces e cloaed dowvn while at the rame time other
basco hed to Fa given additioral improvementec so thnt they weuld be svited
for vory heavy to-kordrent trainirg.

Yonrwhile the AAF was maling plens for tie liquidaticn of the vest
tulk of its installations after VJ=-Pay and for the retenticn of otker
atrticps for the vostwar air ferce. Yy Yay 1044 a " ist of 6L staticrs fer
cermorent use was falrly firm, ard the Chief of Bngireers Wus acked 1o e
mele mmving evalustien svrveys to determine treir fitreess for retention.
Mueh of the prelimirary plaoning weo donc by the oftice of the AC/AS, MiS,
btut tre £inal arbiter of the ctriicns to e reteined was the Alr Facilities
Boerd. TIn the aprine of 1045 guestiormaires were cent out to the coriards
cceupyine those brsea which were tertatively selected for the rostwar air
force requestirg miscellanecus informntiﬁn.ég By 15 July 1945 a list of
125 staticns for active scrvice and 40 adiitional gtuticns to be maine
tn'red on standby stetus hrd teen dravn up for the use of the interim air
forceo. During Aurust svrvey boasrds viadted continentsl steticre, checks
ing operaticnal factors, trrunsrortaticn, neArross to populaticn centurTs,
henlth, technical facilitics, weter supply, housinz ard nersirs, nedieal
facilitles, and other such pertinent consideraticnss Thue the AL had
drewn up a hody of tnformaticn concernin: the test of its gtabionn which

were desirnbla for the vostwsr air force, rut the actunl staticns to te

L T iy

Rk
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P kept worrld dererd upen the aypropriatione permitted followins the e d of

World "r IT.

followir~ t's eoritulaticn of Jopan, surplus freilitics were crecdily
ralinauiched 4n accordimce with the demctilization plonc. Cn 26 Ceteber
alena 192 dnstallaticns wore revorted ag surgluc to the ASF.72 Buring
Degertar the 1ot of the leaced hotela at Yiari were returned to thelr owmerce
1y the end of the your the AAF held only 470 installnilions, includ'ng 273
main snd sub-bazes of which 106 were inactive ard 156 auxiliary fields
of whieh A2 wre on a standby status.va It wag well on the way toword

Jurotilisoatian,
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Chapter VI

HTECETIANFIUS FRCSLE'S (7P AIx FACTLITY DEVEFLCEIFIR

At lerot threc contirming problems were so intercorrected with all
of the phawen of AAT base develorment as to werrent speclol cencideraticn
cutelde of the chremolesienl nerrative of cvents which hog bren precendeds
Theae problens ors s (1)‘a determinaticn ;} the effect of pelliicnl preceure
on the gelreticn rud development of stations for the AATF, (2) an evolusticn
of the irportance of the varicus contreversles betweer the L57 ard the
Lavy in rererd to the scquisition and utilination of airfields, ord (3)
a corsiderntion of the costs of corstruction for the AAT, wrich, becavee
of the rapid trensition from one bullding rrosrer to arother, are not
eanily determined sccordirg to the yhase trestmant in the foregolog nmarrative.

The firzt of thrre yroblems=-politicnl pressures on site selecticngies
wag perhap: niore arrarert thar it was a real matter for concern. ILocal
offfecinls, real estrte interest, chrmbere of com erce, and other precevre
sroups nlvsys atte-rted to secure Arry roste for thelr corruniiles, tut
for the rost yart these efforts undoubtedly cenceled themcelver ty their
very multiplicity. To scme extent these ndvertizing activities furnicred
a velurble source of informaticn on the advwantares of sites which ecnld
te ured by the AAF., Yesrly every one cf the AAF staticn histories presente
an openir~ sectien covering the desires ard efferte of leenl rrecsure
groups to ret an alr kase for their cemunity. It was thece efforts, in
nnant instances, which resulted in a cite beard vielting the comnamity, but
while thece orpandzed efferts mey have everted scme influence on the =ite
borrds they wore newer determining facters in site szelection,

///‘m
ﬂﬂdﬂ“ﬁm”@ﬁﬁﬁfw&yiﬁn-ﬁ"*mnmme.

—
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. The Afr Corrs traditionrlly fouvht a-atnst any affert of rolitic~]

intercats to dictate the exact losatior of it: alr barre. The Cai+ £ of
the Alr Corrs objreted to the originsl Araft of the ¥ilecx Eill Intreduced
on 17 January 1935 hecause it designated sites for the new frortier air

de "erge bazes too rartienwlerly. The recultine enerdstion which Teowme the
Wleox Aot mele only a merersl decipraticn of thr rtrateglic arenr in
which defensive barcs and devota weuld bo loanted, Eaviny sccuced thia
Jegiolsti-, the Ar Corps maintained a constant alert to karp it a2 it
was. Ip Arril 1932 it oprozed a House hijl rrovening to repeal the Wilcox
dct, holievipe thiz ef"ort to be sronsored by Tttuburg, Tre, pelitienl
irhereste wro wanted an alr hace thrres On thin ccension the OCAR urged
thet reren] of the basic net wovld jeopsrdize its swthorization for new
Tace And YWreld 1ively ere«te no end of corresronderen, imestigstior, in-
sreeticr nd co forth, to satiofy »11 propocals for the ectublickment of
eir rarcc, riegnredlesr of lmrortance of the arcn in which troroced.”  A+xin
In Yer 1 1939 the "M Dersrirent volond the seme diasrrrovel of a hill

s ¥ine ko reyenl the Vileox J!Lct..2 During 1940 the CaC successively
ditoprrovel of 1ills dreigm d to perr it the celeetion of threc air bnseg
ore the Atlert’e covst, to esballich an air Lase ol Vnneoaw ry Wnch.,, md
te ild an alr bace in If:a:lnfw.3 The 1939 augmentation Protrrii, covered
An 1% wag . thr cerprehensive Uilcox Act, was free frem nll forms of log~
re’linT end yolitlend] yressurcs. T4 will alsc be remermbered thot Genernl
arnold vent to the unususl lenvth of cautiening all Air Corrs bane commune
ders not to try to secure any poliilenl ngitstion for Frojeets of intorost

te thzr-m.4

o g
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"
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Lorpe sorle eyporsior, cerrécted with the avoved interticne of the
Air Cerre to utili~e exrdstip~ civil airfields ac much an Teeedble, teave
nore orporturitics for roliticel menipulstion auring 1940 <rd 191. The
need for srerd in lcentinv stntions for the Bh=mreup rre-ronm, hoveover,
rrde 1t nececrary for the Air Corps to take alcst ary atrpert which had
an nccertable lardimt rree ard was wi'lin- te leace a buildins srca. Site
tearda frartly sousht to zeevre the tect bargairs which eculd be obtained
free cormumiting inferested fn sebtiny an air ‘ace, n tuslness whkick,
wher cenducted on suck o larpe scele, wis frauzght rith inevitable diffi-
cvltire. "n the firct p'see there was no elear poliey rr to whether the
horrda should sctrive to ceovre "all they can et for rethims" or vhether
they shenld cock only a tnildiny site ard ap airrert wtick cenld ke lerred.
Cre AMr Cerpe of%icer cn such 4 site terrd frankly stated thet ke did net
believe "het an Arry officer nhouid ves be pliced In the position of
heiny a kind of rendicnnl, seebirne civilian rr. Lot n o "u the fuise of
of cecovernticn

Thic praetice of secking leenl asci. tarece in thy forr of free lard
w4g of lons ntandin< and elthevrh it was covnd in rrineiple il eoretines
resulted in the virtusl sale of air installetions to the Wl -+ 1433er.
The corvitments hy loenl inter gt formed a Facig for yr: coure which sheuld
heyve Peen subteordinated to tneticel, traintine, and corstrrcticr rorires
rentg. he prececs intreduced an elemert of cempetitien botveen runici-
rallties which resul #d in bar «einse which for leenl, finernsinl, or otler
reancns eculd net be fulfilled. At frvenville, Mies,, for exanple, the
aity eertified thet a raflrecd spur wo ld Fe cenctrreted to the airfield

sites This cwicersion was Yaced en a pertlorunts n~reement itk ile

5 st . =

b e
g -
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local ratlread that 1t woul

dowm, the clty was able to furnish
the city ¢

=

™mrvaye, it Iater for reasens whie
et
tersion wiree around the airfield,
t'ro precoire op the loenl utility

Calif., was un-tle Te o'tain the g

the goverment ng Its airrort, maki

d tuild the spur,

wecuted an airport lea e wroviding that it w

“ator Roue, In., the police Jury o-in

-_--__-_-.-------------1::::::IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII..I.

176
R i i

but when the railroad backed
only the rishteof=wny. At Ranzor, 'e.,
ould maintetn the
h heve bren geen refused to do no. it
ated itself to remove high
tut later atterpied to do this by rute

COTEANY, 80 couring delny, Fresrc,
cont of land it promised to leace to

07 1t nececeary to move the entire

Frojiet to an nltern +e location, There were mary other similar brirches

of cortract., Thace civil comdtments Wers corn

cequently not ecorcrieal

ard additional corstrveticr costs vrre mado neecgrary, thus rullify irg

By of the suproced advants res of placirg Air Corr- ataticrs ot airrorts

wiich offured the iwmost cereezsions. The wvacle theery, mereover, ffucted

5 W

undue hardships on gral] cermunities which ceuld not afford to bild for

6
air mrae,

hile there iz Iittla Fvidence of direct Convrensicral Fressure dige

bating the Joeailion of alr bares, th rr are abiandont manifiatat'ors of alie

toards teine in,irueted 4o ingpeet gt o <t 41, ‘netlvnticon of g cuenber

of Crrpvocs, fopure it

Thig, in itself, was ror. Lelpful then hurtfnl *

did e17 attention to uy desirablo aitee. At times, how ver, it enusod

delnys and waste effort vhen site ro-rdc were reouired to inopect marie

Togtly unzatisfactory sites, In loeatir~ a looal FErlinT ronze nesr Alhee

merue, . “ex,, for exanrls, the 0.0 requactad fhe VI Adr Foree to

* sibe "rugucdloss of e rture of yoor

L%

rake a rerort on ana rertlaal

recon ‘endntions, o3 4] ig of fice ig required to advice Sopakoar Gapl Hat~h
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. of New Mexico who h~8 interested himself in this proposal in behalf of a
constituent."7 Azaln, a eite board for the Sh-proup profram Was required
to inspect a oite atb Roanoke, Va., although the terrain was unsulted and
the cnly tactlesl groun which could have gone there had Teen fairly well

8
cormitted to l'eridian, Wiss. Strors and deterrined afforts seen to have

been mode by bhe CCAC to resiet more dishgnest politienl influenze. Lpon
recelrt of confidentinl information that a formor Pexna ecrevesszan had
recelved a retainer of 21,000 to ret an Army post ot Laredo, *cAllen, or
nypownsville, Tex., the 0CAC advised the corranler of the Gulf Coust
Fraining Center that ne would Mearefully guard? hls conversabion and meke
no commitments unbil such hed been arproved by the CCAG.9 Wnile two of
the eitirs later recelved AAF stations, tkere was such a t1 @ delay as to
nezate a charge of Ay peculablone

The caging of the financial situation whick bezan with the arpropri=
ationa for the Z4=group tactieal shations seem to hawve tecn insteucted to
~ive welght to states which did not have air bases, there is absolutely
no inlieation tht rolitical pressure dietated the locstion of any oné

of the now stations. Uhlle political considerations probably cazed the

ALl Goast Traininy Conter to rove A tralning stations proj-cted for Vernon,

Tex., reross the river inko soubhern Cklahoma, eventunlly locating it ab
Fredoarick, there seens to be 1little reascn to believe that the siation
414 rob Pumetion just as well in seuthern Cklsboma as it would hev dore
in novth Texzas, As the war prozreased, tﬁé AAF waz sble to tsle an eved
holder ohard and to derand that there ke no consideraticn of any factor
in site selectirn which wosld delay the war effort.

i. In sumnery, it seexs evident that the mpain detrirental effect of

Mw”“"’*‘“m
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P
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bt yroze-g. Tnomosh eacns, 1corcover, aspatars anloraneocantatlves,
voen Yle; did able ot to ceowre e- sidleabtien of L iboo ol Jnboreot to tholre
eonsbituents, acted as Jagyecs reekin: to rovcont 220 1eaf, posal™l s o v
fer fholr 21d-nhey and In no 2v-e do they coun B0 b trioa o Jdiedate
B riigone o7 the dasigior,  Tr ¥ e telan, BP0 AT boglt Bhe Vsl of
Bhoa 31l an ofPered withont wndre arres yeront te oqp rortlonlor peos-aee 2rouje

Tre wordieis eorfiroversies Yebyaen tre 207 o 1 the Taws in rernd b0
weqriaT b en ond ubilizatien of the atrfialdn npd th nlp orace of the rinklen
ganrel a oneh ineanctloeshls oot of lecalinel ireltoakion, ot from the
vieuralat of the natisnal wir efert the problems nover vrowil to te
garitdr,  In the firad plrea, 1w AT anl the Navy shes1 a hizh & peo
of caor rohion ab most Jo'rtlr ubilized brmen. A oalrfinlis ab Jaees3on,
Yian,, Wilme, Towe, nel Bl Tuto, Tez,, il elaswlese, wern used to service

J10
et adresaft ng rarly ag g 1042, Stmilarly, lo~nl nereomontg smre
dpscan - o anly In 1947 pare Jihine the ATr Sorpn 0 » o0 the nars] adr g%ations
at helincte , ilTambe, Dhedtbon, aod G “artor, Uoobie Wose 2l Gerpg
1

6" Tnyiceo re Wilt fuail'ties for singla firhbter symdrous. In the
conond rlcan, the Interderoetioninl Ale Traffic Cordrol Peurd furniched g
wartin racilrary for the ndjustmont of most of the Armp-lavy faeilitina
diffienlil s.  Eud thex s wore noro lonal rolnts of dincord wileh, eiven
nu ere Ty abtack on oo of Lhe gon frentinrs gso aftfecterd, mirht hrve hwon

dm rercas o the continental dofenang,
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Yozt o~ the rointz of irrltation tetuween the Ay oard Vagy air eocvimea
argse in Florid~, an ama with optimm £1yinT weethor rot with a linited
air space, Diffienlticz firsht sroce dn weaborn Floshdn warre the erntrol
of all of the Croctmwhatel.co Maticral Foreot plueed AL7 anbivitice at
Uelin Dield vory close to the flyinT area of the novel nir siation ub
Tensncola, Fla. Alr Cerps offieclisls at Bz, deziriry to evrlolt the
whole of tre T svrvaticn, wighed to prevent Isvy alr cpuorations zart of
the wertory To mdary of the Chostawhatehes reovrvablon, reifhly the E7th
rmeridinen, Put on 3 Jan~ 19.1 a loeal avreiment wia 1rgwm ur restrieding Adr
Corpa oprrakiomy to 86% 451 went longit 82 srd pecitiiny enly operabions
unh r 1600 fent to £4° 0! west logritule, I sqz egreed that the two
f1p139 then vnder cong*ructicn weab of the £irst Lino of demarenticn weuld

1z
b ecrrloted, hih tht ne olhers wesidd Te togone This azreerent wad

L

pengn ahle duriny the limited operation. pr eoding Fewrl “artes, Fut with
the be~inn'nt of the wior it beearw aos cee of lircortent, At the foe
tire aprratts nal competition wan oimning elmadbere $n Flovdline For
terbingt and puncery training the (080 hd preoposed to rive the lTavy unre-
striated u'n of nll off=zhare areas alane tle enst ecenat of Florldw exeopt
a eeetor areroxinately £0 miléa len~ botwamn Pt. Tieeca ant Toen Raten,
rercryed for the uee of opeloen Pield., Tnn Avey provoced o assnme an
unlimited use of +he west const of th stﬂin.D Thia proyoattion, tendared
in Vapeh 1941, seemin newer to heve been formalired, lul it beowie tho Tanls
of n rentlaman's avro ot tetween fonornl Arveld and Ad trol Toveras In
Dosember 1041 the Tavy accordinviy orro-ed Alr Corps plans o ove Ceers Ing
operation, frow the 36th Strect Alrport to the Interoaticrl dirpert at

i 1rm4 .Uf During the ~pring of 1902 toth rarviena, rrobanly nowittirxly,
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tadlvnly fnarcetod the CAV improved munleir-dl aircort nt Wea 1 b, nnd
a Bav, Toi~d aktomrted to sreus n loaon on tho Gainoaet 1o wunielysl aice
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atr graee oo mr'it'n'fn.lﬁ

To brlry moce ordor Inte the Flerldw ultualion, n joint couferinew
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Tahliched on 19 Zaptewsor 1.2, tha Jery reacdved pomtrel of the arca
Irivz w ot of the dlviding line oxespt Ienawols 1 0 an aeva arcund Lot
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oxishiny noreement,

Thig, howeror, wiea pa oo ein A workin: celubion, -rd by Jomuary
1943 the AT naed reanred Vavy perniziion to ocbahlich sn oadr de-ot at the
2£th Street Airport at lisrd. In Tuteo-ry 103 the Tavy viopon-l the
Ji=zaision of the boundary Jine wiwen it proposed Lo op<m rm nmphihionn
tra'ring base on Ote Androws Doy, totween the Frovirns Oromd rooirrit on
@l Tyniadl Fleld ot Fanama City. To Bripadier Gaserl Seos lican 5 wdrsr,
e andiny the Froviry Sroemld Cevwvnd, Tt ooodxed that his reoorvobion wne
sains the way thed Rotlne 1l ard Inize Fielis hed goram-the Yorr, ore soiohe

17

Ire fres Fobh 230 g, woudd Pinslly fale 1t 0717 overs Tri auteore of tha

digaveasment ma n arafioropto Fald in Washinrion on J0Q Dran~Toe JOL3, Eora
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GLOSSARY

AC/AS, MMED Asclstant Chief, Air Staff, Materiel, Maintenance
and Distribution
AC/AS, M&S Assistant Chief, Air Staff, Materfel snd Services
%SG Air Service Cormani
ATC Alr Transport Command
AWFD Alr Var Plans Division
CAA Civil Aeronautics Authority
cco Civilian Conservatlon Corrs
FRTC Fighter Replacement Training Center
F3A Farn Security Acency
CCAC Cffice, Chief of the Air Corps
CE Cffice, Chimf of Engineers
CTU Cpreraticnal Training Unit
e Quartermaster Corps
RTU Replacement Training Unit
?DGS “ar Derartmert General Staff
WFA Works Frorresa Administration
WFB War Fredustion Board
1s1
\‘b-._._ Ty,
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A1D Tistorlesl Studies: To. 1, The Glicer [ilot Ira’yjug Ircirem,
1941 to 19/3, pp. 1-75.
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ip WSRO 220.11-1, v. 13 Hist. AAF T7C ard its Fredscecscrs, 1 Jans
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° 159, Ttr., Col. L. P. Whitten, APEPS, to £G 2 AF, 5 Tov. 19/7, in ALG
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Statec Unler the Direction of the TG ond the C of Ey Ve 2y Po 258,

g S8 P bt & .
Mx—d" lA...{g. ..

R k&e‘i‘jm .

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AHS-£9, Yotes, Chap. IV . . -

177.

17 Ei ')
175

170.

184
135,
196,

147,

122,

129,
190,
191.

ien

.

193,

194,

195.

W
e T —— 233

» 1

Fist. 24 AF, 7 Dece. 194.1 to 31 Dec. 19L2’ Ve l, Pe 306; im., 1243,
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YVa 2’ I'Pe 260-275; MF, Stetimm Liﬁt, 1 :"-'ay 194.3, Secticn II, P !1-.

Hist. Venice Army Airficld, 4 Yer. 1941 to 31 lar, 19'4, v. 1, Pr.
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ine of Troop Cerricr Ar Eohelons, Part 1, p. 1, in ATSIT0 GOt D-TR-CARR=
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€3, 7576, 7250, E2-43, I5ws7,

139, 143, 14, 1%
Ciwilinn Conanrvition Cerps, 73, 97
Civil cchoolz, 18.19, 25, 28, 32-33,
95, 102, 105, 11?7, 144
Clwkzials, Vias., 95
Cloarvater, Fla., 113
Clermont, Fla., 19
Clewioton, Fla., 98, 190
Clinton County Alrrort, 141
Clovia, N. Mex., 108, 170, 122, 161
Coust Artillery Corpa, 2, 36
Coth County Adrrvort, 141
Cochran Fid., 31
Coffeyville, Kans,, 100-101
Colemin, Tex., 5n
Colorado Sprinrs, Colo., 176, 131,

138n

Colmbin, S. C., 72n, 73, 122-29
Columbus, ¥izs., 53, 59n
Columbu.s, Chlo, 67 67_1}, 68
Commands (numberadS:

I Bemb, Cond., 80; I Congcentrabion
Gcn"io, 116, lBA-BS;

I Firhter Comi., 117, 137

I Interceptor Comd., 45, 117

I Troop Careirr Comd., 114, 125,
129, 132-35, 136a; II Fivhter
Comd., 130; I Groumd Afv Support
Cozd., €9; II Intercaptor Comd.,,
45, 825 IIT Air Support Comd., 129

III Bomb. Comd,., 126; ITI Inter-
ceptor Comd., 45, 148

IIT Tactinal Air Comd., 136a;

IV Air Suprort Cond., 138;

IV Bomb. Comd,., 84; IV Firhter
Comd., 131; IV Interceptor Corde,
45, B,

V Afr Support Cemd., 136a

Corronweslth Airrort, 79
Choctawhntehea Faticral Forest, 9, 1 Concord, Calif., 85

% 19 Congaree, S. C., 122, 130, 168
Conzaree Army Airfiald, 139n
Conrress Hotel, 113

“
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AlS-49, Index

G

Conatruiction Branch, 0342, 51
Continental Air Forces, 144
Coral Gablas, Fla., 26
Corvallis Army Airfield, 139n
Coronaen ¥1d., 129
Corps of Enmineers, 20, L0, 52, 63~
&4, 77, 21, 91, 110, 113, 113, 123,
120, 167-52, 170, 178, Sen a1l
Chief of Envineers; Office of Chiag
of Engineers.
Corsizana, Tex., 32n
Costa, 6, 10, 12-13, 39-40, 4950, 52w
531 5?, 60, 6[;, 65-66, 77, 86-37, 93,
110-11, 113, 116, 125,
148, 155, 159, 164, 18
Courtland, Ala,, 97-9%2
Craty Fld., 27
Crookston, *im., 107
Crors City, Fla., 249
Crystal RKiver, Fla., 1.8
Cuero, Tex., 32n
Cutbark, ont., 119, 121, 125

e,

B

Daggett, Calif., 14ln

Dale Mabry Fld., 41, 130-31, 170
Dalhart, Tex., 107, 126, 161
Dallns, Tex., 19n, 29n, 32n, Yip, L4
Daniel Fld., 42, 131

Daroue, Eris, Gon, H, hey 73
Davis='ionthan Fll., 41, 117-19, 124
Bavis-'onthan T e, 154, 161
Dorton, Chio, 7, 140

Pecatur, Ala., 5'p

Defige Flant Corpe, 97

Datano Fld., 24g

Del Hin, Tex., 102

Temine, ™, lex,, 104-105, 153
Dentons, 1ex., 107

Lenver, Golo., 5, A0, 1M9, 141n
De Ridder, la., 71, 179-30

Do Ridder Armye Airfield, 139n
Dogert Center, Calif., 132
Dasart Foree, 136

Dagort Trainirg Center, 133, 152
Das Yoinea, Iows, 67n

Detriek Fld., 72p, 137

|
254,
Dotroit, Mich., 167.68
District of Columbieq, 11
Divisiona (mmtered):
I Tactical Air Div., 136a
II raefical Air Div ., 136s
IIT Tactiscnl Air Div. 1369

139-40, 14243 pum

Euatls, Fla., 149

Dod.f?e city, Hma., 102

Doz Faloa, Calif., 104

Dothan, Ala., 30, 5%, 5%n
Douglas, Ariz., 105106

Douglas, Ga., 59

Dover, Del,, 79-20

DO’WI Fldl, M, 77, 80, 131..

Drew Fld., 17, 37n, 41, L4-L5, 81,
130-31

can Fld,, 7, 142

Dum‘iﬁllon, F'lﬁo, J-AP" 1'50
Durant, kle«,, 101

Dyersb'urE, Tem., 95-97’ 126, 135

E

Earde Pass, Tex., 99, 101

East Uaton Rewte, Ia., 40, 176

Eagt Boston, ¥ass., 79

Eaglern Defensze Copd., 77-78

Engtern Flyinr Training Cord., 68

Eastorn Theator of Cper,tions, 76,
T8=£0

Bast Mullet Island, Fla., 52n

at St. Iﬂuiﬂ, Illo, 1?]1’ 19
Eﬂ'lin Fldo, 9, 25-26’ 1/4.7, 154, 179-'30
Ellensburg, Wash., 85, 140
Ellinston Fl4., 26=27, 53, 59
Elmira, K. Y., 106-107
El Pazo, Tex., 67, 67n, €9, 120, 122,
124, 161, 178
El Reno, Tex., 102
F}m’&onﬁ, Lt. Gano Dl Ca’ 31, 41, A6
Enﬂ.'l‘a, He 1-:‘2::;, 120
Enplish Fd., 111
Enid, Gkho’ 57n’ 58
Ephrata, Wash., 52, 119~20, 12, 126
ESl@r Fldu, 722’ 73, 123, 139, 13911
Estrella Army Airfield, 139n
Eu\banl{’ Brlg‘. Geno Eo L.’ 123
Eumene, Ore,, 83

EV&HBVilJ.B, Indc’ ll[-ln
Everﬁtt, W’lsh-’ 3711, 4-0"423 61

B i
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AHS~69, Index

E

Evergladea, Fla., 120
Evermsn, Tex., 101

F

Falrfax Airrert, 141
Fairfield, Chio, 6=7
Fairfield Air Depot, 7

255

IR LR R

Tt . ¥orran, Colo., 108

Ft. Myers, Fla., 96, 127, 122, 131
Fto Of"d, C&lifc’ 70‘71, 1391'_1.

™. Flerce, Fla., 179

™. Riley, Esns., &, 127n

F{. Sam Houston, Tex., 4

T¢. 5111, Ckla., &, 13%n

Tt. Stockton’ Cea’ if., 104“'105

oFts Sumner, N. lex,, 106, 108

Fairfiold-Suisun Fld., 84p, £5, 146, 16, Fte Thomas, Ky., 165

Falrront, Kans., 121, 161

Falmouth, Mass., 136n

Farmingdale, V. Y., 79

Farm Seenrlity Arenecy, 118

Federal Indian School, 114

Felts Fld., 45

Fick‘.’:l, 1’:43.‘?9 G’en. J. Eo, 83-'%

Firhter Commnnd Sehool, 1/4P=49

Fishter Raplnacement Training Center,
130-31

Florence, S, C,, 67n, 129, 132-33

Floyd Fennett Fld., M4

Foster Fl1d,, 31n, 53

Froderiek, 4., 72n, 137

Frederick, Ckla., 101, 103, 177

Preeran Fld., 98

Fresno, Calif., 37n, 41, 43, 114, 176

M. Perninm, Ga,., &, 35, 139n

¥t. Bliss, Tex., 133n

Tt. Erﬂ;’:"", v, c.’ '}, 133&

Ft. Custer, Yich., 132n

Ft. D. A. Russnll, Tex., 165

Ft' D@vons, ]‘hﬁﬂo, 721'1_’ 139&, 168

Ft. Dovens Army Airfield, 13°n

™, Dix, N, J., 72n, 20, 138n

ft. Dix Army Airfield, 13%n

Ft. Dourlna, Ttah, 33734

Ft. Eustis Coasgt frtillery Harerva=
tion, &

Ft. Georre Wricht, Wash., 33, 45, 126

Ft. Bouachua, Ariz., 1%°n

¥t, Jackaon, S, C., 129

F‘tu Knox, KY., 8’ 136’ 139&

Ft, Iawton, Wash., 33"'34—’ &5

Pt. Leavenworth, Kma., 8

Ft. Ieonard Wood, l'o., 13%n

. I@wiﬂ, Wﬂ.sho’ 8, 1?'?, 13':}11

™. Xoan, Coloy, 29

Ft. MeClallan, Aln., 72n, 73, 137,
129

Ft. Wayne, Ind., 37m, 40, '3

Ft. Werth, Tex., 26n, 67, 61, €9,
o4, 162, 167

Ft. Worth Avmy Airfield, 163

G

Gainesville, Tla., 137, 13fn, 150,
1£0

Gainesville, Tex., 137p

Gatnacville Army Airfield, 13fn

Galveston, Tex., 81, 126

Garden City, Kms., 102-103

Garden City, W. Y. 10

Gardner, Yriv, Gen, Gr-ndisen, 1£0

Gardner Fld,, 3ln

Gef-er Fld., 432, 117, 119, 124

General Accountins ([fice, 86

Geersre Fld., 97

G40 Air Force, 2«4, &, 15, 19, 31, 33,
35-37, 45, 51-52, &7, 176

¢ila Fend, Ariz., 53, 153-%4

Glagrew, Mont., 11¢, 121, 125

Glendnle, Ariz., 33

Glf‘ﬂdﬂl&, Calif-, 183, 19’ SLE, 86

Glen L, Martin Fld., 79

Glenview, Il1l., 1fn

Gllder training, 106-108

Godman Fld., €, 139m, 153

Noldsboero, k. C., 110

Goﬂ‘dfel‘ow Fl‘j .y 27

ficedland, Kens., 107

Gere Wid., 146

GotLa, Flia., 150

Gowt!u Flat, l;lg 117’ 119’ 126-’ 1&‘0“’61

grend Central Air Terminal, &4n

Grand Forks, N. D,, 107

Orand Islard, In., A0n

Greand Island, Meb., 100-21, 161, 1£2

Arard Prairie, Tex., 30n

ek T
AL
e e
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AHE-60, Index T

G

Grard Rapids, Mieh,, 113

Gravelly Foint, V., 145

GTGF Fldn, 8’ 137, 139,3

Orayline, Y¥ich,, 131

Great Yend, Kans,., 171, 141

Great Falle, lont., 67n, 112219, 171,
124=25, 146 .

Groat Salt Flains, Ckla., 52n

Groat €alt Flaing Bonbinv Rante, 153
54

ireen Alrrort, 79

Green Fld,., 137

Greﬁnahc’rﬁ, r:. CI, 111

Greenville, Misg,, 5™, 5%, 175

Grifnville, S. C., &7, &7n, 62, 107,

29

Grecnmvills, Tex,, 100

Groemvood, Mica., 97-98

Greenwood, S. C., 129

Grenada, tss., 134

Grenada Arry Alrfield, 13%n

Greniel‘ F}.d.’ 80, 13‘4

Groton, Conn., 79

Gulf Coist Traininz Center, 25, 29-30,
236 57n, 58, 69, 9°=101, 104, 107,

Gulfyport, Miss., 81, 111, 126, 162«563

Guntear Fl‘:lo, 27

H

Haiti, 21

Hale, Col. Willis F., 36

Half loon Fay, Calif., £5

Hamilton, Tex., 107

Hamilton Fld., 2«4, 9, 19, 34«35,
70, Thy 77, 84, 164

Hmﬁr F]-dl’ 43

Hampton, Va., 2

Hancoek County, Misa,, 153

Harbor Yeach, Mich., 52n

Hardiny Fld., 42, 25, 128

NMarlin-en, Tex., 57n, 99, 153

Harmz, Frie. Gen. [. W., 56

Harrisburg, Fa., 7, 114

Parrisbury Academy, 114

Harris leck, Ga., 52n, 131

Harbford, Conn., 37’ ZIO, LB, ?9"‘80

L -

-
L
nhia
I ———
i

P

Yoarwnrd, Tob., 171, 161

Ii’m"lrd Uni"‘«'!ﬁr; It » n‘j

Tatbox Fld., An

Vateh, Zgmator Carl, 176

Pattieshory, Mics., 72, 720

Fattiegbury Sy Afrfield, 137°p

Fawall, 1112

Puya, Kans., 107

Hﬂwflrd Fld., &&

Felena, Ark., 58n

Hemsat, Calif., 2&p

Hempotead, M. Y., 2

Venlricks Fld., 59

Hensley T1d., 144, 146

Hareford Arry Alrfield, 137n=39n

Herrinrton, Kans., 121

Hicks Fld., 2fn

Hi’qley’ -E‘lriz ‘8 57}2’ 58

Hill Fld., 18

Hillsbore, Cro., #2

Hillskorowrh-Henderaen County Alrfield,
1°7-22, 131, 348

}Iillsjfrﬁvg, K. Ia’ 79

Rillserove Alrport, 137

Hohbs, IIp I*:E‘X., 104

Hoba Sound, Fla., 180

Fomootesd Fld., 146, 180

Hondo, Tox,., 100-101

Houlton, ¥a., 145

Houston, Tex., 25«26, 32n

Bunter Fld., 35, 41, §2n, 130

Furon, S. D., 119

Iutehinsen, Kans., 182

I{?ﬂmiﬂ’ }':asﬂ-, 1‘28

I

Independanze, ¥ms., 103

Indianspolis, Ind., 132-33, 136a

Indiantown Gap 1'ilitary Reservatlon,
P&., 1339.‘

Indjc, Calif,, 136

Inxlewocd, Calif., 29n

Insroction Div., CIAC, 73

Intorcoptor Comnd School, 148

Interdepartmental Afir Traffic Control
Eoard, 46-47, 93, 171, 151, 178,
121=-83

Interior, Departrment of the, 51, 53, 114

International Airport, 179

Inyokcrn, Calif., 85

T
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ARZ-E0, Tritex

J

Jdnelaon, Misr., 26n, 37n, AL, 9%
172

dnelopn, Tenn., 95

Jaeloon Fedlwhts, ™, Y., 29n

daerconvillen, Fla,, 72n, £0, 137,
168 ’

Jaresville, Wise., 107

daran, 161, 1&4, 172

Jagpror, Fln., 170

Jofforcon 1 arracka, ¥o., 27, 33, £Q
112

Johnron, ¥rier, Gen, Davenrord, 55

Jud-e Mvocate General, 44

K
Kansas City, Kans., 141n
KEangag City, ¥o., 79n, 4ln
Fearney Feea Fld., #4n, 85, 121,
1)
e epn-, Titgh, 110-11, 113
Eecaler ¥ld., 59-€0
Yeliery Fld., 72n, 133=35, 13fn
Felly Fld., 4, 67, 25, 32, 99, 101,
142
Fenredy, Col, F. M., 40, &4
ey Fld., 42, 52n, 179-31, 153
¥oystone Heirhts, Fla., 137, 150,
168
Koysto-e Veishts Army Airfield, 13%p
ey Yest, Fla,., &1
Eilleen Fld., 13%n
Eln= City, Galif,, 33
Fin-man, Ariz., 105-106, 153
Finrosng, Mich., 21
Kiggimmee, Fla., 142-49
Fitgap County Airport, 82
Klamath Falls, Cre., A7n
Knollwood Fld., 109

L

lafayette, la., 95

La Guardia Fld., 79

Ia Junta, Colo., 105=-106

lake Charles, la., 57n, 101-102, 129
lakeland, Fla., 26n, 127-2%, 130
lake Tohopekaliea, 120

Laregn, Tex.,, 101, 107

Lanzastor, Calif., 106

larrley Fld., 2, 6, #, 45, 52n, 20
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Laredo, Tew., 102-3, 153

Ins Crueer, e Mor., 51

Lng Vepno, leve, 20, 3km, 53, 153

Iavrel Arcy Alrfield, 13%n

Lroardr b, . C., 132

Learinturs-¥ovten Fld., 133, 126

Lavrenceville, J11., 9697

Iauseon Fld., £, 35, 71, 133, 139n

Loagbturyr, Fla,, 148-40

Lorion Fld., 13%n

1el'core, Calif., 57n, 5%

lord=loqse, 144

I‘.‘Wlstc‘n, I‘fon‘to, 119’ 121, 125

lexinrton County Alryert, 72n, 128

Lincoln, Frig. Gen, Fush E., €0

Iincoln, leb., 1'n, 29n, é7n, 111

Lindtery Fld., 121

Little Rock, Ark., 72n, 12¢n

lockbourre Army Air Face, €2, 107,
134-35

Loskyport, T11., 104

Lovan 11, ™

Tomite, Calif.,, ©4

Long Fef&ch, Cal 1fa, 83, 8&!}_‘3, 14,5

Loryz Peneh junicipsd F1d., 85

Lopsfellow, Erie, Cen. I'ewton, 152

Lenoke, Ark., 107

Lordsburg, N. Mex., 119-20

Log Argeles, Calif., 84, Sin

Loa fnrzeles Yunicipsl Alrport, €5

Loulcville, Ey., 37n, 41, 1lp

Love Fldc, 11«1_1}, 111.6

LO‘W:‘}' F’ldo, 5, 9’ 19‘", ?9, 60, 111,
114, 162

Iubbeek, Tex., 57n, 99, 101, 1C7

Iuke Fld., 2, ?1n, 53, 153, 180

Iunken Fld., 135

Iyens, Fmns., 182

M

¥aeDill ¥1d., 16-17, 19, 33, 44,
52n, 127-20, 162-63

¥acor ., CGn., 30, 31n, 49

lader., Celif., 85

¥adison, Wisc., 110

Yadras, Cre., 120=21

Yajors Fldg,, 1CO

1'alden, Mo., 97-5¢

Yarchester, N, H., 37n, 41

¥arann, Arlz., 104-5

I
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AS~£2, Ipdex

M

Yarch Fld., 2, 5, 9

Yarfa, Tex., 105, 165

Ilarianna, Flﬂ0, 96

Farisnas Is,, 1€

Farietta, On., 161

"arire Corps, 165

Yarskall, Cen. Georre C., 37, 39, 40,
56, €5, 73

Yarcshall Fld., 8, 13%n

Yartir, Maj. Gen, F, L., 118

¥aryoville Army Adrfield, 139n

¥aser City, S. D., 119

Materords, Tex., 30

Fatar~orda In, 53’ 153

Materords Ferningula, 53, 153

H-Elteriel Din’ CCAG, 61, Mo, MBO _S&g_
also AAF Yateriel Comd.; AC/AS,
Materiel ard Cervices; AC/AS, Matew
riel, Maipienence, ard Distribution

tatter Fld., 9, 19, 30, 31ln, 52n, 164

l’faxtorl’ I:; C., 132

!":ﬂ}m.'elj Fldo, 5-‘6, 25, 26, 32, 34"“35’
9, 92, 1.7, L0, 142

McCl"ot‘d Fldl’ 3, 19’ 33’ 50’ 9’3

YeCool, Ieb., 123, 161

"eMirmville, Cre., 22-23

¥efhrrren, Fans., 182

Vedford Army Airfield, 139n

Vemrhde, Term., 32p, 71, 136, Liln,
14A

¥erced, Cnlif',, 57n, 58

I’bridiﬁn’ viL‘B-, 372:1.’ 1].1-1;.2’ 177

Yesa, Ariz., 106

]"i&l’ﬁi, Fln., ?“O, 115, ].A?"[J{., 11;.6, 16?,
172

Viami, Ckla,, 107

Viami Zench, "la,, 117-13

z'fiddlp Rivf“!‘, }'.ldo, 79

Fiddleterr Air Tepot, 7, 47, 142

Yidlend, Tex., 57n, 153=55

¥1lle Fld., 84in, 24, 164

H1lville, W, J., 79, 151

Filwskee, Wise., 132, 124, 170

"inec Fld., 24

Minnesvolis, ¥imm., 67n

Finorville, Fla., 150

inter Fld., 31gp, 105

"lagien, Tex., 57n

e

e EEEEE——— ]

e
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Mitchell, S. D., 121

H¥itchel Fld., 2, 9, 45, 71, 74, 20

Ibbilo ] Ala LX) 17"‘18 ’ 20, 10?

Mohile Alr Depot, 47=-4E

Yotiliratien Div., ASP, 166

}“offett Fld .y 2, 25"26’ 3::1 34-35 ’
56-57, 5¥n, 70, 18

onree, La., 96

Vontarue, Calif,, 85

“onttreck, ¥Fla,, 1LF, 150

Jontoorery, Ala., 5, 26, 55

Yonticello, Minn., 107

}':OOdy Fld- 3 59

ioore, trir, Gen, R. C., 37

Yorris Fld,, 41, 179~30

Yoren lake, YWegh,, 52

Foaos Leke Army Adrfield, 120

Noultrie, Ga., 5°n, 59

YNountein Home, Idnho, 170, 160-£1

kt. Clemena, Mich., 2

¥t. Verron, Uuch., £0-23, 165

I‘mbem I .y 8

Twillar-tHorkins Adryort, 82

Iiree lake, Colif., 9, 50n

Furce ron-e, 151, 1¢3

Vuskoree, (I, 2€n, 17030

Puskoree Army Airfield, 13%n

Iyrtle each, 3. C., 51, 153

I

Vaps, Calif., 25

Napdicr Fld., 58

Laples, Fla., &

Fackville, Tenn., 67, 6T, 94, i

Fatiecrnl Guerd Purcan, 72

Tavy, U,E., 2=3, 21, 3¢, 4647, 56~57,
PR2~23, Pin, 85, 101, 120, 1317,
15 » ng&, 1739 1788l o o@.ﬁ ﬁlﬂl
Lavy Department; Seeretary of Vavy.

I'avy Cerartsont, 39, 164, 121, See
alro 'avy, T.Se3 Creretary of Iavy.

Havy General Bourd, 56

IIBGles, C"!]"fo’ 85

"»1ron, Donwld, £9

Ietherlands, 23

Fetherlonds Enot Indics endets, 98

TtE!W!er, H. Jo, 19, 79

Hewenstle Airport, 13ée
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WE-£O, Indax

!

Vew Cumterl«nd, Fa., 7Zn, 168

Tew Cumterlsrd Army Airfield, 12°n
l'ewr Faven, Cerm., 79

low Municirel Alrvort, 72n

Pew Crlemns, La., 17, 2m, 37n, 41-42
Tewrort, Ark., 97-08

Tewben, Eeng., 182

lew York, M. Y., 79, 136, 1/Z

ey York Tier for Win~, 117

Vinrare Talla, . Y., 11

IX Corps Aren, 34, 70

Terfolk, Va., 79

Vortke net Air District, 45

Uorth Islorg Mawval Air Station, 83
Vorthwest Ajr District, 45

0]

Cahu, Hayaid, 2

Cak terker, Yash., 23, 172

Caklard, Ced3f., "Opn, £3-%4, 8n, 26

Cenln, Fla., 5¢n

Cffiee of the Chief of Fredneers, /2, 54
63-64, 171, 173, 157, 174, 2ee algo
Chicf of Fn~ineers; Corps of Engineers,

(ffice of the Chief of the Adr Cerys,

6, 15=1€, 1971, 2537, 3, A2, 43,
LESLT, 80, &2, 5hy 5€=63, 7071, P7,
Q:', QA*O‘E}, 99, 1“?, 174’ 176-77’ ?90
vee also Army Alr Fercea; Chicf of the
Adr Corye.

Office of the Ousrhermastep Gorerel, 16,
36, 38, Bee gl50 Cusrtermsacter Corpa;
Cunrterme~ter Soneral,

ficers Troinipe Sereol, 133

Offutt Fld., 12In

O-Cen Ar Tepot, 1718, 47

Orden Crdnsmee Derct, 17

Cklshorn City, Ckle., 37n, 37n, 41, 4640

Ckunlree, Ckla,, 107

Clds, Frie, den, Rotert, 1) a0, 12-23,
149, le2

Umetend Fld., 7

Olvrrin, Unch,, £2.03

Cmnhr, Meb., 141=42

Critrnrio, Calif., 26n, 57n, 2586, 105

Creratiornl Trainine nit, 117, 127-31,
134, 12

C’rﬂnﬂﬂhurr\:, 3. c. [ 59&

Crarce County Airport, #n, &6

e s P s

-

<59

" g

Crlendo, ¥la., 34«35, 37n, AC-L1,
1L 7=LE

Crlendo Afr Erge, 120, 165

Creville, Celif., 24n

CreoBa, lich., 9, 52n, 131

Ctay lesa, Calif., 4n, 85, 1d1

(tis -?ldo’ 72}3" 13Eg, les

Camard, Cplif., 2¢n, 25

Crark, Ala., 13%n

Czark Army Airfield, 13fn

P

Fachuta, *1iss., S2n

Fere Fla,, 127

Faine fld., 42, 83

Falncios Army Airfield, 139p

Falmdale, CA2if,, 2n, 26

Ealm Sprin~e, Calif,, 145-46

Parra, Tex,, 101, 103

}ﬁn"irxﬂ, 13-1[;, 17, 21

Farsma Canel Zone, 12

faﬁm& Cit:.’, Fla., 17, BO’ 53, g0

Fron Anmcrican Mwigys, 26

Yeris, lex., &tn, 13%p

Trsco, Wasrh,, 182

Fago Robles, Crlif., 70p, 127, 13¢p

Fatterson Fld., 7, 1i4

FPawling, . Y., 114

Fawling Freperoatory Serool for
Foya, 114

Yearl Bartor, 76, €1, 94, 104, 116,
140, 150

Fecor, Tex., 104=5

Fecos fArry Adrfield, 165

Fendleton, Cre., 37, 41-47, 117-18

Fensacola, Fla., 170-£0

Ferrin Fld,, 5¢

Ferry, Fla,, 131

Ferry Institute, 118

Eeturson ¥id., 131, 13Ep

Thiladelrhin, Fe., 29n, 79

Philadelrhia Firhter Wine, 117

Fhilip, S, D,, 119

Fhillipe Fld., &

Theenlx, Ariz., 30, 31n, 104, 142

Flarre, S, D,, 119

Fine Blurf, Arck,, 32n

Fine Canp, . Y., 72, 72p

Fine Camp '11itary «egervation, 13ep

Fipeenatle Arry Adr mace, 149, 180,
165

e et
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Pinehurst-Southern Fines, N. C., 109

Pinellas, Fla., 130

Pittsturg, Kans., 107

Fittsburg, Pa., 174

Flainview, Tex., 101, 108

Plans Div., OCAC, 31, 35, 37-38, 56, 60=
6l. See alsp AC/AS, Plans.

Flum Tree I-’ 8

Yocatello, Ideho, 11819, 124, 161

Ponea City, Ckls., 102

Fope Fld., 8, 133, 138p

Port Angeles, Wash., 82.83, 168

Porterville, Calif., 84ip

Portland, Ore., 37n, 4041, 83

Portsmouth, M. H., 80, 168

Post Fld., 8, 71, 1382

Pratt, Kans., 119, 1721, 161

Fresque Isle, Me., 145

Frovidence, R. I., 137

Froving Ground Comd., 154, 180,
alge Air Corps Proving Ground;
Eroving Ground Detachment,

Froving Ground Detachment, 1.7,
also Air Corps Froving Ground;
Froving Ground Detachment.

P'ueblo, CO:I-OQ, 67, 672’ 119, 1211-

Pperte Rico, 12, 21

Pullm&n, WBSho, 118

Funta Gorda, Fla., 131

Pyote, Texo, 1?0, 122, 161

Q

Quabbin Reservoir, Mass., 52n
Quartermester Corps, 18=19, 37, 40, 44,
52, See algo Office of the Quarter-
mester General; Quartermsster General,
Quartermaster General, 15-16, 19, 63.
See alsp Office of the Quartermaster
General; Quartermaster Corps.
Qllill&?i‘llte, Wash., 82-83’ 168, 178

See

See

R

Raco, Mich., 81
Redio Cperators and Mechanics Course, 28
Radio School Mo. 3, 1103 No. 4, 110;

To. 5, 113

P T
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Raleigh, M. C., 109

Raleigh«Durham Army Airfleld, 138p

Randolph Fld., 4=6, 25, 162

Rantoul, T1l., 5, 60

R&pid Gi‘by, S. Dl’ 67’ 67n’ 68’
118-19, 121, 124

Resding Army Airfield, 138p

Ream Fld., 85, 181

Reconstruction Finance Corra., 97

Redding, Calif., 84p

Redmond’ Oreo’ 120=21

Reilly Fld., 73, 138p

Reno, Nev., 67, 67n

Reno Army Air Base, 69, 146

Rentschler Fld., 79

Replaceme nt Tredining Unit, 12829,
134

Republic Aviation Cerperation Fld.,
79

Rice, Calif., 138

Rice Army Airfield, 139

Riochmond, Va., 67, 67p, 68

Richmond Army Air Base, 78

Ritzville, Wash., 52

Riverside, Calif., 2, 45, 84

Roancke, Va., 177

Roberteon, Mo., 321

Rochester, Mimnn,, 107

Rockwell Fld., 2, 7, 180-81

Rolla, Mo., 72

Rome, N. Y., 49

Romulus, Mich., 1i4d-45

Roosevelt, President F. D., 1, 12-
13, 53, 76, 88

Rosecrans Fld., 146

Roswell, M. Mex., 573, 58, 153, 162

Royel Air Force, 180

Ruszell City, Calif., &4in, 86

s

Sacramento, Celif., 7, 11, 19, 30,
31n, 83, 86, 164

Sacremento Air Depot, 7

Secramento Municipel Airport, 84n

Saginaw, Mich., 131

Sahmita' A‘L“iz-, 154

S&lem, Oreo’ 82—83’ 137

Selina, Kans., 118-21, 124, 161

Selinas, Calif., 71

~
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Salinas Army Airfield, 139n

Saliabm, Mdo’ 80

Salt Iake City, Uteh, 33-34, 37, 40-41,
110, 117, 119

Salt River, Ky., 52p

San Angelo, Tex., 26-27, 99-100, 153

San Antonio, Tex., 4, 72 72m, 100, 136,
13¢pn

San Antonio Air Depot, 7, 142

San gntonio Munieipal Airfield No. 2,
136a

San Bernardine, Calif,, €1, 83

San Bernerdino Air Depot, 62

San Diego, Calif., 2, 1ép, 83, 85, 105,
181183

Serd Point, Wash., 82

Sand Point Naval Air Station, 82

Sen Francisco, Calif., 84, S4n, 136

Sar Francisco Bay, 56

San Joaquin Valley, Calif., 25

San Marcos, Tex., 101-3

San Nicholae Island, 85

San Rafeel, Calif., 2

Santa Ana, Calif., 32, 57m, 58, 84n, 105

Santa Maria, Celif., 18p

Santa Maria Army Airfield, 69, 139n

Santa Meria-Lempoc, Calif., 67, 67n

Santa Rosa, Calif., 85-£6, 154

Saragota, Fla., 127-28, 130-31

Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., 81

Sault Ste. Marie Canal, 81

Savarnsh, Ga., 35, 37n, 40-41, 80, 130,
144, 160

Savanrah Army Air Base, 74

Scappoose, Ore., 82

Scot’t. Fld.’ 2, ll-, 18-19’ 28’ 71, 112’
1Y,

Scottsbluff, Neb., 119, 121

Scribner, Feb., 121

Scribner Army Airfield, 171

Seat-tle’ waSho’ 31.-, 4-5’ 81-82’ u6

Sekring, Fla., 57p, 59

Secretary of Favy, 39, 91. See alsg
Navy; Nevy Department.

Secretary of War, 13, 39, 91. See mlso
War Department.

Sedalia, Mo., 132, 134, 136

Selfridge Fld., 2, 2, 52n, 124«35

Sﬁlm.ﬂ.’ Alﬂ.-’ 26"'27

I
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Selman Fldo, 96

Seymour, Ind., 98

Seymour Johnson Fldo, 111’ 170

Shavers Swmmit, Calif., 138

Shaw Fld., 58

Shel‘bon, waSh-, 82"83’ 168, 178

Shep';ard Fld-, 60’ 112

Sheman’ Text’ 572’ 58

Sherman Fld.,

Sherwood Fld., 72g, 137

Shrevepert, Ia., 2

Signel Corps, 149, 180

Sikeston, Mo., 26p

Stonx Cit!y, Im’ 67’ 672, 69, ug,
121, 124

Site selection, 14=~17, 19, 25-26,
2031, 35=38, 40, 43-49, 5053,
5557, 61, 63-EL, 66, 92-94, 96—
97’ 103-4’ 108"9, 122-21&, 132,
150-51

Sroky Bill Army Air Base, 124, 161

Swyrna, Tenn., 68

Southeast Air District, 45

Southeast Training Center, 25-27,
30’ 33’ 57.,3?.’ 58; 58E’ 92, 95,
o7-98, 107, 135, 147

South Flains Army Airfield, 101,
107-8

Southwest Air District, 45

Speatz, Brig. Gen. Carl, 56, 65,
88

Speneo Fldt’ 59

Spencer, Iowa, 107

Spokane, Wash., 19, 33, 37n, 41, 43,
45, 61, 118

Spokane Air Depot, 61

St. Andrews Bay, 180

St. Joseph, Mo., 146

St. Louis, Mo., 28, 33, 109

St. Paul, Hinn., 141p

St, Petersburg, Fla., 113, 167

Stamford, Tex., 32n

Standiford Fld., 141n

Stark’ Adm. H, R-, 56

Starkville, !diss., 107

Stevens Hotel, 113, 116, 162

Stillwater, Minn., 107

Stinson Fldn, 100

Stewart Fld., 8

Stockton, Calif,, 26-27, 54

____t_.‘;.__a,_n.—v‘qu -
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‘ Tuscaleosa, Ala., 13n, 97
Stout Fld., 132-33, 136a Tuskezece, Ala., 33, 5°n, 57, 97
Strother Fid., 103 Twenty-l'ine Falms, Colif., 105-6,
Stuttpart, Ark., 98, 107 108
3uffols Sounty Airvort, 80 Tyndall Fld., 31p, 53, 99, 153,
Sumter, S, €., 5%, 5%n 170, 180
Surnyvale, Calif., 2
Sunset Fld., 43 u
Surplas Yar Froperty Administration, 166
Sustughanne R., 7 matilla, Fla., 149
Sweatwater, Tex., 100, 102 Unien City, Tenn., 95
Syracuse, Y. Y., 48, 67, &7, 68, 134-35 U. §; Comnigsioner of Fuhlie Roads,
&
m . 3, Senate War Investirating
Comnittee, 167
Taco‘.“ilg., 1‘-"1511., 3 Uvalde’ Tex-’ 572
Tﬂft, Gﬁjifo, 30, BJ_B_
Eallahassee, F%a., A7n, 41 1 v
amya, Fla., 16«17 n, A1 - 27
1%1: 2,5 ’ » 370y by M-S, > Valdosta, Ga., 5%n, 59
Tanpa Pey, 16 Yalley Forre Military Academy, 114
Tarvant Tld., 69 Valpariso, Fla., 9, 19
Taylor Grazine Act, 53 Vancouver, Wash., 174
Terple, Tex., 13%n Vandflio, Chic, liIn
Terrell, Tex., 102 Van Tuys, Calif., &in, 86
Thermal, Calif,, 138 Venice, Fla., 131
Thirty=sixth Street Airpors, £0, 143-44, Jeruon, Tex., 101, 177
179 ggrgy?eggh, g%a., 180
Thomasville, Ga., 131 chy, Moe, /e
Thunderbird Fid., 104 Vichy Army Airfield, 13%n
Tomah, Wisc., 11/ Vietorina, Tex., 30, 102 .
Tonopah, Yev., 19, 50-51, 52p, 53 Victorville, CGalif., 57n, 5%, 108,
Tonopah renee, 151 153

I* K 7 7 ] 9 Vinita, Okla., 107
. 2 ’
Opeka o BNDZ., 6 » 6 Ny 6 > ll y 1 1, o 2 , . 5 ,

Towers, Adm, J. H., 179

Training and Operations Div., OCAC, 30, L

35, 55
Tri-Sity Afrtort, 131 iago, Tox., 57n, 58, 92, 101, 168
Troutdale, Cre., 82 alker, Kans., 121,
Truax Fld., 110211 Walla Walla, Wash., 67, 67n, 63,
Tmnzfmll 4. ;9 168 118-21, 124, 160
Ta Ariz.. 37, 41, 104=5, 122 Walnut Ridee, Ark., 95, 97, 167=69

i‘;ﬁﬁ" y oI A ’ ’ Walterboro, S. C., 128, 130, 170

ey War Depurtment, 3, 11, 13, 15, 17,
Tulare, Gal%f., 3372n 131, 138 26, 30-32, 36, 39, 4k, 47-48, 50,
Tallehoma, Temn., 72n, 131, n 5305, 55 6L, &5, 71 73, 17,
Tulss, Oela., 180, 19, 4249, €0, 109, &, 91, 99, 109, 123, 157, 165-66,
L1n

Turner Fld., 3ln 168, 174, 181, 184, 186. See alse

Secretary of War.

e e T
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APS-£2, Index
W

War Department Generanl Staff, 14, 19, 23,
35-37, 49, 55, 62, 72, 157, 1¢6

Varner Robins Air Depot, 49

“War Plens Division, General Staff, 21

War Froduetion Board, 87, £9-91, 122

Washin-ton Vatlonal Alrport, 145

Waghinrton State Colleve, 118

Watertown, S, D,, 119, 121

Waycross, Ga., 130

Wayne, Fa., 114

Wayne County Airyort, L4

Yaxghatehie, Tex., 102

Weaver, ¥aj. Gen. Walter R., 109, 11213

Wellston, Ga., 49

Wendover, Tah, 19, 50, 119, 124

Usndover Porhine Hanea, 51, 117

Vest Coast Training Center, 25-26, 30,
32-33, 51, 5€~57, 57n, 58, 70, 103,
108, 107-108, 154

Western Defense Comd., 76-77, 24

Yegtern Theeter of Cperations, 81

Westfield, I‘(}.‘SSQ, 168'

Yesthampton Teach, N. Y., 80

Yestover Fld., 16, 17, 33, 52p, 80, 134

bkgzéIalm each, Fla., 37n, AC=41, 144,

Wheeler-Sack Fld., 72p, 13%p

White Sands Ranpe, 51

Vhitten, I'rig. Gen. L. P., 78

Wchita, Eang., 49, 142

Wichita Falls, Tex., 59=€0

Yickenturs, Ariz., 105, 108

Wilbur Wripht Fld., 7

Wilcox Act, 3, 11-12, 17, 17

William Forthern Fid., 72n, 131, 138n

Williems Fld., 5R, 105, 153

Willipa, Yash., ¢3

Willow Rumn, lich,., 135

WiigBRoners ¥ld., 41, 52pn, 74, 129, 131,

Wilminpton, Del., 136a, 146

Wilmington, N, C,, €0

Wilminrton, Chio, 141

Windsor Locks, Comm., 37, 43

Winfield, Kans., 101, 103

T Q63
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‘.Jink, Tex.’ 1?0

Winslow, ariz., 105

Winter Garden, Fle., 149

VYiinters-Davis, Calif., 85

Vioodwnrd, Ckla., 12930

Works Frorress Adxinistration, 12«
13, 16, 20-R2, 38-39, 43, 46,
76, 78

Hri,ﬂ'h‘b Fldc’ 7, 1150-'4'1

X

Yalims, Vash,, 37, 37n, 67n, 84p,
g5, 118, 120

Yele Universitwm, 114

Yount, laj. Gen. B. K., 94

Yupa, Ariz., 1056

2

Zerhyrhills, Fla., 14%=49
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